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Introduction

Economic well-being is defined as the ‘observed levels of satisfaction towards the
economic standards of life’ and is a significant part of an individual’s overall life satisfaction
(Hayo & Seifert, 2003). The economic development literature suggests that various socio-



The Journal of Studies in Humanities, Volume 5 Number I, 2019

economic determinants could affect the quality of the life of households. Diener et al. (1999)
pointed out that household income, employment status, household structure, external life, and
daily and environmental factors could influence the well-being of a household. Prilleltensky et
al. (2015) accepted six critical domains of well-being, i.e., Physical, Psychological, Interpersonal,
Community, Occupational, and Economic. Also, four different approaches are identified in
conceptualizing well-being (Cooke et al. 2016). As the multidimensional concept, income alone
is not a sufficient measure of well-being. Thus, social relationships are expected to have a
significant influence on well-being due to the provision of essential assets for people to satisfy
their requirements (Lucas & Dyrenforth, 2006). However, it may depend on the socio-economic
background of the community.

The economic development literature provides evidence to explain the different socio-
economic determinants in affecting the quality of life of households. Social capital may enhance
a houschold’s well-being by playing a crucial role in promoting collective action, empowerment,
entrepreneurship, and income diversification of local households. It is an exogenous factor
in household well-being that reduces rural poverty through several socio-economic channels
(Grootaert, 1999). Diener et al. (1999) described that household income, employment status,
household structure, external life, and daily and environmental factors could influence the well-
being of a household. Also, Lucas and Dyrenforth (2006) pointed out that social relationships
are expected to have a significant influence on well-being due to the provision of essential
assets for people to satisty their requirements. The World Bank (1991) documented that stable
macroeconomic policies and economic growth, economic productivity, income, and purchasing
power are the roots of the well-being of a country. The existing literature in the field does
not provide adequate empirical evidence to the link between social capital development and
community development in Sri Lankan context. Addressing this empirical knowledge gap,
this study focused on how the perceived social capital may enhance the degree of community
economic empowerment and household well-being in developing the quality of life of residents
in regional Sri Lanka. This study has two specific objectives. The first one is to evaluate the
economic effect of social capital on economic empowerment of households in the regional
society, while the second one is to analyze impacts of social capital in the form of structural
and cognitive on the economic well-being of the local households in the regional society of
Sri Lanka.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows: Section 2 provides the literature review and
research hypotheses. Section 3 discusses the methodology of the study, section 4 presents the
results and discussion and section 5 concludes the study and presents policy recommendations.

Literature Review and Hypothesis Development

Economic well-being is identified as a significant dimension of human well-being in the
literature. The term of we/l-being has been discussed as ‘the satisfaction with several aspects of
life’ (Campbell, Converse, & Rogers, 1976). The carlier researchers who focused on the well-
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being concept, i.e., Levy and Guttman (1975), identified well-being as a special case of attitude.
In the capability concept, Sen (1985) recognized human well-being as the ‘ability to function in
society to achieve certain functioning” Human’s capabilities refer to what he or she does and
can do in their lives that are necessary to uphold human well-being. The individuals’ well-being
can be recognized as a measure of the quality of human life. The living standard which includes
human well-being is methodically related to the quality of life and shows how an individual
behaves in society (Narayan et al. 2000). Kesebir and Diener (2008) demarcated well-being as a
measure of the human lifestyle, making a positive assessment of their lives and their confidence,
emotions, satisfaction, and engagement in routine activities. However, there is no firm method to
quantify humans’ well-being in the literature, which is considered as a multidimensional concept.
It mainly requires the total satisfaction of life and with specific domains (Chmiel, Brunner,
Martin, & Schalke, 2012), and identify financial satisfaction and financial status of individuals as
domains of well-being. As a multidimensional concept, researchers from different disciplines in
social sciences focus on measuring well-being by using different approaches. Such studies have
focused on physical well-being (Llewellyn, et al. 2000), Financial well-being (Prawitz et al. 2006),
and subjective well-being (Diener, et al. 2010). However, it is recognized as a comprehensive
concept than material well-being (Courtland & Clay, 2010).

Prilleltensky et al. (2015) recognized six critical domains of well-being such as Physical,
Psychological, Interpersonal, Community, Occupational, and Economic. Also, four different
approaches are identified in conceptualizing well-being (Cooke et al. 2016), which focus on
pleasure and happiness and psychological health (Ryan & Deci, 2001). The other approaches
concentrate on the quality of life (Frisch, et al. 1992), and wellness. Each approach attempts
to classify what constitutes the real-life (Ryan & Deci, 2001). As a strategic variable of the
development policy, it is a key concept in the development lexicon. However, Oswald (1997)
stated that measuring the well-being of people is a difficult assignment.

Economic well-being is demarcated as the observed levels of satisfaction towards the
economic standards of life and is a significant part of an individual’s overall life satisfaction
(Hayo & Seifert, 2003). Also, it helps to enhance the standard of physical and mental health
(Sen, 2009; Chmiel et al. 2012). Somaratne et al. (2011) acknowledged economic well-being as
the perceived level of satisfaction towards income and income security or financial situation.
As the multidimensional well-being concept, income alone is not a sufficient measure of well-
being, Some indices of well-being reflect the quality of life aspects of the domains of well-being
including community vitality, education, environment, healthiness, democratic engagement,
leisure and culture, and living standards. Some researchers controlled their readings to the
economic elements of well-being. For instance, Clark and Lelkes (2005) determined income
and income-related activities as factors of well-being, whereas Di Tella, et al. (2001) posited
that the trade-off between inflation and unemployment determines well-being,

Furthermore, adequate food is a universal need for well-being, and clothes, health
treatment, and schooling are other determinates of well-being. The concept also covers freedom
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of choice and action, including being able to help each other and the community (Narayan
et al. 2000). Van Praag et al. (2003) stated that the critical determinants of the well-being of
households in developing countries are mostly linked with job satisfaction, financial background,
and health. It is further found to be a major determining factor in the general satisfaction of
individuals. Household income, employment, marital status, household structure, external life,
religion, and environment can affect well-being (Diener et al. 1999). Wolft and Zacharias (2007)
pointed out that money revenue would incorporate a measure of sustainable consumption
over time. Also, classical economists accepted that individuals’ savings have sound effects on
economic development and human well-being. Household’s saving has been given standing
as savings can assist in bearing economic shocks in several ways (Dew & Xiao, 2011). Two
measurement approaches, a subjective approach, and an objective approach, are employed for
examining economic well-being in empirical investigations. Subjective well-being measurement is
calculated based on personal feelings, tastes, or opinions of the financial situation of individuals
or households rather than based on facts. It is a cognitive assessment of individuals themselves
(Larson and Eid, 2008). This means that the subjective approach brings up the measures that
have to do with what individuals say they experience, and a respondent seats himself on a
given measure by considering the perceived level of their material well-being situation (Smith
& Clay, 2010).

The well-being studies are organized in literature in two macro dimensions: living
conditions, and subjective well-being (Michalos, 2008). Frey et al. (2010) propose that the
subjective measure of well-being should be supplemented by objective measures to make
a judgment about the well-being of individuals. Some research reports identify subjective
measurements as significant predictors of economic well-being in empirical studies, which
consider the satisfaction of present living conditions, level of financial stress, or level of
economic stress (Joo & Grable, 2004). However, some researchers have attempted to measure
the subjective well-being by asking respondents to rate their level of happiness, satisfaction
with community and life, mental distress, food security, confidence, and feeling of a prosperous
household (Lla Di Tella & MacCulloch, 2007; Gamage et al. 2017). Those scholars believe that
economic well-being is fundamental to general well-being and is characterized by subjective
measures.

It is observed that social interactions have a significant effect on well-being due to the
endowment of valuable resources for people to satisfy their requirements (Lucas & Dyrenforth,
2000). Social capital is also becoming one of the significant factors in development studies,
and the concept of Social capital commonly discusses community networks, norms, and trust
among people. Putnam (2002) divided social capital into two as bonding and bridging. Bonding
social capital implies social linkages of friends and relatives, whereas Bridging capital reflects the
linkages of different people other than friends and family (Gamage et al. 2017). Carroll (2000)
stated that the diversity of social relationships have more influence in creating the well-being
of people and several studies investigate on the effect of social capital on the well-being of
individuals and communities development (Lin, 1999; Putnam, 2002).

4
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Social capital can play a significant role in development studies. The concept of social
capital is a way of abstracting the intangible resources of the community, shared values, and
trust, upon which people experience in daily life (Field, 2003; Gamage et al. 2017). It is defined
in terms of trust, adherence to norms, or participation in community groups and networks.
Some economists do not accept social capital as a capital and a significant factor to consider in
development-related studies (Robison et al., 2002). However, neoclassical economists agree with
the role of social connection and cultural factors in answering free-rider problems and reducing
opportunism. They attempt to explain the economic mechanism of social capital through the
concept of positive externalities, concentrating assistance to reduce the transaction cost and
social batriers, and solidification and people's bargaining power. Knack and Keefer (1997)
pointed out that some dimensions of social capital like trust and norms have the potential for
reducing transactions cost. After the noteworthy studies of Bourdieu (1986), Putnam (1993),
and Fukuyama (1995), the term ‘social capital’ became highly attractive in development studies.
Grootaert (1999) pointed out that social associations, norms, values, and networks among
individuals and groups improve their socio-economic welfare, and Sabatini (2008) emphasized
that the higher level of voluntary association positively impacts the quality of life. Further,
social capital has resulted in positive social standards and a healthy living environment while
enhancing the well-being of individuals and the community (Hamdan et al. 2014). Gamage et
al. (2015) confirmed that perceived social capital could be recognized as a significant factor in
the well-being of the household. Also, they have explained that social capital influences income
diversification through community attachment, which in return may influence the well-being.

Community attachment is a broader concept than social interaction, also got attention
from researchers. The core idea of community attachment is a sense of the extent to which
residents of a place possess cognitive or emotional ties to each other and to that place. It may
contextualize as a roofedness to place, and it reflects the degree to which an individual participates
within-community social networks into their awareness of self (Erickson et al. 2012). Community
attachment is a set of systematic linkages strongly associated with social involvement in local
social relations. According to Miller (1999), there are three characteristics of community
attachment, which are satisfaction, local friendship, and involvement in the community. Social
connections in a community are a significant source of social support that leads to human well-
being (Lin, et al. 19806), and community attachment should be assessed with multiple item indexes
(Theodori, 2004). Interaction act as an indicator of community attachment (Theodori, 2001).

The impact of social capital on economic well-being is not a direct path and is mediated
by community attachment and economic empowerment. The researcher believes that there is
no single study to identify economic empowerment as a mediator in the process. Thus, in this
proposed conceptual framework, social capital and community attachment are the exogenous
latent while, economic empowerment and economic well-being were included as a set of
endogenous variables.
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Figure 1

Conceptual model of social capital and economic well-being

Figure 1 depicts the proposed conceptual framework, in which the arrows show the

direction of the connection. Social capital can affect economic well-being in potentially different

ways. First, perceived social capital can affect economic well-being indirectly. Also, social capital

makes economic empowerment, which leads to economic well-being. Besides, social capital

influences economic empowerment through community attachment and it leads to well-being.

To achieve the research objective of the study, six research hypotheses were framed to examine

how social capital may affect economic empowerment and well-being in the regional society
of Sri Lanka.

Based on the literature review, six research hypothesis was developed for the current

analysis:

1. Hal: Social capital is positively associated with community attachment in regional society.

2. Ha2: Social capital is positively associated with economic empowerment in regional society.

3. Ha3: Social capital is positively associated with household economic well-being in regional
society.

4. Hbl: Community attachment is positively associated with economic empowerment in
regional society.

5. Hb2: Community attachment is positively associated with household economic well-being
in regional society.

6. Hcl: Economic empowerment mediate the relationship between social capital & community

attachment and household economic well-being in regional society.

6
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Materials and Methods

The study attempts to examine the economic effect of social capital on the economic
empowerment of households and to analyze the impacts of social capital in the form of
structural and cognitive on the economic well-being of the regional households of Sri Lanka.
The multi-stage sampling strategy was applied to select 348 household heads from regional
Sri Lanka. In this empirical study, only one kind of target respondent (the household head)
gave information to the assessor of the field survey. A questionnaire was the primary field
data collection device used in this study. Pre-coded questions were referred to survey items for
which response categories may be identified and defined exhaustively, or very nearly so, before
data collection activities.

The proposed hypothesis was tested using quantitative statistical methods. Descriptive
statistical methods and regression frameworks were used to find the relationships among the
variables of the empirical model. A multiple hierarchical regression models, which is an applicable
tool for investigation when variance on a criterion variable is being explained by independent
variables that are correlated with each other. The model indicates if exogenous variables of
interest demonstrate a statistically significant variance in the endogenous variable. Also, it can
be identified as a framework for model comparison rather than a statistical method. In this
connection, the procedures suggested by Baron and Kenny (1986) helped to test the mediation
effect of economic empowerment between social capital and economic well-being, Also, the
mean scores of key variables and values of control factors were keyed into the Statistical
Package of Social Science (SPSS) version 23 to analyze the field data. The relationship between
independent variables against economic well-being after controlling demographic factors was
examined using three-stage hierarchical regression.

The research hypotheses fundamentally suggest that the higher perceived social capital,
community attachment, for that reason, to be more supportive of economic well-being through
economic empowerment. In the conceptual framework of the current study, the Economic
well-being of the household was measured using a multi-item scale. Household heads in regional
Sri Lanka selected for this study were asked to respond to six items. The questions were built
on previous works on human well-being (Theodori, 2001; Van Praag et al., 2003; Tinkler and
Hicks, 2011; Gamage and Kuruppuge, 2016).

a) I consider my household to be prosperous
b) There have not been any shortages of food during the last six months

c) In the event of sickness, members of my household always receive modern medical
treatment

d) The level of the household infrastructure has increased over time

e) The members of the household have money in checking, saving accounts, and another
type

f)  Economically, I think my household has developed more substantial overtime

7
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The perceived social capital of the household is used as the primary exogenous and was
measured using a multi-item scale. Based on a literature review of this context, social capital
is recognized as a multidimensional concept in the development of the lexicon. Different
theoretical explanations and views from the scholars combine various sub-dimensions such as
trust, values, network, and embeddedness (Grabner-Krauter, 2009). Thus, to develop a social
capital scale for this analysis, the focus was made on many previous empirical studies and their
measurement scales. Thus, it can be stated that numerous items used in this study were obtained
from previous literature after some changes (Grootaert et al. 2004; Williams, 2006; Pinho, 2013;
Magson, et al. 2014) and approximately items were developed by considering the socio-economic
context in the regional society in Stri Lanka. Those items were covered by the structural and
cognitive perspective of the concept of social capital. Respondents selected for this study in
regional society in Sri Lanka were asked to respond to the following items.

a)  I'mostly participate in the decision-making process in the community associations I belong
b) I socialize and am acquainted with many people in my neighborhood

¢) My household member associate with my neighborhood friends, kin, and relatives

d) If Ilose a goat/cow/Hen or other, someone in the village would help look for it

e)  The people in this village are honest and can be trusted

f) I feel there are safe places for children to play

@) I have trust in my local officials

h) I believe that members of my houschold are willing to help in community activities

1) If there were any problem in my community, members of my household would cooperate
in solving the problem

j) I think that members of my household have worked with others to do something for
the benefits of the community over time

The community attachment is used as the endogenous variable for regional development.
Community attachment was also measured using a multi-item scale and was measured by eight
questions (Theodori, 2004). Respondents selected for this study in the regional society in Sri
Lanka were asked to reply to the following items:

a)  Opverall, I am very attached to this community
b)  The success of the community is very important to me

o) I feel what is happening in my community
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d) I feellike I belong to the community
e) I hope to remain a resident of this community for a long time
f) I think I agree with most people in the community about what is important in life
@) If I needed advice about something, I could go to someone in this community

h)  (f) The future success of this community is very important to me

Economic empowerment of the household is used as the intervening (mediate) variable
of the model that was also measured using ten multi-item scales. Empowerment is currently
identified as one of the major concerns in addressing the issue of the development process
(Tripathi, 2011). However, as there is no official definition of economic empowerment, it is
identified as the ability to control the (own) economic destiny and it is identified as an economic
component of three inter-related economic aspects. Such as financial knowledge, economic
behavior, and economic confidence (Vitt et al. 2000; Hetling & Postmus, 2014). At present,
empowerment is a crucial buzzword in the community development process (Pigg, 2002).
Individuals empower themselves through personal knowledge, attitudes, and behavior which is
also an outcome of interpersonal and collective action (Pigg, 2002). Economic empowerment
efforts characteristically consist of efforts to make the self-sufficiency in life. Thus, it is essential
to capture the improvement of lifestyle economically. Economic empowerment has long
played a pivotal role in the development context; here, no testable hypothesis or empowerment
scale could be found to use. Thus, based on previous works in a different aspect of economic
empowerment, the current study develops a multi-item scale, which was seven statements.
Respondents chosen for this study in regional society in Sri Lanka were requested to answer
the following items:

a) I feel that I have the power to make important decisions that change the course of my life
b) I think that I have many sources of credit access in formal and informal sectors

o) Female members of the household effectively participate in economic decision marking;
d) I feel that there ate no social barriers for us in the participation labor market

e) I think that we have many potentials in reducing costs associated with price search and
bargaining in buying and selling

f) My household gets income from work on my own farm activities, and non-agricultural
self-employment

@) The number of income sources of the household has increased over time.
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Different response scales for an item of the structural questionnaire were used in different
surveys (Stevenson & Wolfers, 2008). However, in this study, a seven-point scale was used for
all questions of the variables to ensure that the scales between the items are consistent for
helping respondents to answer the questions more easily. To compute a composite individual
is perceived household economic well-being score, all items were positively worded. Perceived
social capital, Community attachment, and Economic empowerment scored response categories
of (1) strongly disagree, (2) Disagree, (3) Somewhat Disagree, (4) Undecided, (5) Somewhat
Agree, (6) Agree, and (7) Strongly Agree. The mean value of each variable used a scale of each
variable. The higher score of the composite value indicated a high level of the particular variable
value. Based on previous works on human well-being (House et al. 1988; Theodori, 2001). Age,
Income, and Education level of the household were included as control variables of this the
empirical model. Age was measured in years.

Data Analysis and Discussion

The current analysis aimed to examine the causality relationship between the exogenous
and endogenous variables of the conceptual framework of the study. Previously, analyzing the
field data, the items were screened for variable implementation, and the validity and reliability
of all study instruments were tested to the current investigation purposes to confirm validity.
Internal consistency is concerned with the interrelatedness of test items and was evaluated
using Cronbach's alpha on SPSS version 23 (Hair et al. 2006). The Cronbach alpha measures the
internal consistency of a scale (Cronbach, 1951), and the value can be expressed as a number
between 0 and 1. Some researchers recommend the value of 0.7 while others signify that 0.6
alpha value is more acceptable for the exploratory study (Hair et al. 2000).

The test statistics of the reliability analysis revealed that Cronbach's alpha value for all
items of the scales was 0.87, while both values for perceived social capital and community
attachment was 0.7. Also, the remaining two variables, economic empowerment, and economic
well-being reported a value of 0.6, where both included less than ten items. Due to the few
numbers of items in the scale, Cronbach's alpha values can be relatively small. Thus, the values
suggested that the Cronbach's alpha values in the current research are accepted (Tabachnick
& Fidell, 2007). This statistical information confirmed the strength of its consistency. Validity
is identified as the sum of systematic error in a questionnaire. The questionnaire used for the
current study checked the validity. Further, the multicollinearity between the independent
variables of the models was verified to avoid any uncertainty of the results. The results of
the collinearity test apparently clarified that no multicollinearity problem exists among the
independent variables of the models.

Descriptive Statistics

Before proceeding the analysis with econometric models, this section describes the
descriptive statistics and the associations between variables. As already presented in this study,
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four exogenous and endogenous variables and chosen demographic variables were used for this
analysis as control variables. Table 1 presents the descriptive statistics of perceived social capital,
community attachment, economic empowerment, economic well-being, and correlation matrix
of perceived social capital, community attachment, economic empowerment, and economic
well-being.

Table 1
Descriptive statistics of social capital, community attachment, empowerment,
and economic well-being

Min- Maxi-
Variable Mean S.D value value Skewness | Kurtosis
Social Capital 4.53 .507 3.10 6.30 .88 .98
Com. Attachment 4.93 .634 3.50 6.63 .66 A3
Econ. Empowerment 3.54 719 2.00 5.86 .88 .64
Economic Well-being 4.14 .828 2.50 6.50 .56 -.02

Source: Authors calenlation from the survey data, 2017/2018

According to table 1, the mean value of perceived social capital is 4.53 with a 3.10
minimum value and a 6.30 maximum value, while community attachment is 4.93. The mean
values of economic empowerment and economic well-being are 3.54 and 4.14 with 2.00 and
2.50 minimum composite values and 5.86 and 6.50 maximum composite values.

The Econometric Analysis

Hierarchical regression was further employed to examine the research objective with
different analytical methods and check how economic empowerment mediates the relationship
between social capital and community attachment and household well-being. Economic
empowerment is a third variable that affects the relationship between a dependent and
independent variable/s in correlation. In this analysis, four main independent variables were
used for economic well-being, and for controlling model demographic factors were included.
The first model (Model I) included the control variables, socio-demographic factors such as the
age of the household head, gender, and occupation status. Age of the household head (years)
and the other two variables were coded as the dummy. Gender of the household head: 1, if
household head is a male, and 0 otherwise; employment status: 1, if a farmer (self-employed),
and 0 otherwise. The second model (Model IT) had the most critical variable/s of this line of
study. According to the research objectives, these are crucial variables, perceived social capital, and
community attachment while economic empowerment was included in the final step (Model I11).
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Model I: EW; = <!+ y'X; (1)

Model II: EW; = <!+ y!'X; + ¢'S0; + §'CA; (2)

Model III: EW; = <!+ y!X; + ¢'SO; + 6'CA; + €'EE; (3)
where:

EW;= The composite value of economic well-being of respondent i

o! = Intercept

X; = Socio-demographic factors of household head i
S0,= Composite value of Social capital of household head i
CA;= Composite value of Community attachment of household head i

EE;= Composite value of Economic Empowerment of household head i

The hierarchical regression framework has been designed to test a particular theory base

hypothesis. Researchers use this regression method for testing the influences of moderator

variables of the conceptual model (Namkoong, et al. 2017). However, such methods should

be applied in empirical studies with a theoretically strong conceptual framework (Tabachnick

& Fidell, 2007).

Table 3 presents the results of four models of the hierarchical regression model.

Table 3:

The results of three models of hierarchical regression

Variable Model I Model II Model 111
p t p T p t

Age -0.043 -0.800 0.023 0.628  0.260  0.352
Gender 0.083 1.539  0.027 0.747  0.170  0.345
Occupation status -0.007 -0.133  0.015 0.409 0.120  0.154
Social Capital 0.403 7.901* 0.352  6.712%
Community Attachment 0.396 7.726*%  0.345 6.566*
Economic Empowerment 0.154  3.377*
R? 0.009 0.541 0.556
R? Change 0.009 0.532 0.015
F Change 1.045 198.35 11.402
P-Value 0.372 0.000 0.001

Note: * shows significant at 1 percent
Author calenlation from the survey data 2017/2018
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The results of the analysis indicate that the hierarchical regression model is a good fit.
Multicollinearity is not issued according to tolerance indicator and VIF (the mean value of
VIF: Model I is 1.002; Model 11 is 1.384, and Model 111 is 1.480). Durbin-Watson test statistics
(DW=1.55) confirmed that there is no autocorrelation assumption violation. F statistics of
Model II to Model I11 are statistically significant at the 0.01 level (P<0.00), while the first model
that included the socio-demographic factor is not statistically significant. The histogram of the
regression standardized residual confirms that the residual is normally distributed.

According to the results of three models of hierarchical regression, Model I with control
variables are not statistically significant (F=1.04, p=0.37), while Model II (F= 80.69; p<0.000)
& model III (F=71.18; p<<0.001) are statistically significant. Model 1l incorporates perceived
social capital and community attachment, in addition to control variables. An overall 54 percent
of the variation of the economic well-being of regional people in the country is explained here
and perceived social capital is statistically significant at 5%. The B value of perceived social
capital is 0.403 with a positive sign. Accordingly, the hypothesis Ha3: Social capital is positively
associated with household economic well-being in regional areas, was further supported by the
hierarchical regression framework. Besides, the regression equation indicates if the perceived
social capital variable increases by one unit and the other variables remain the same, the
economic well-being of the people increases by approximately 0.40 on average. Also, community
attachment is statistically significant at 5% which the $ value is 0.396 with a positive sign. The
regression equation demonstrates that if the community attachment variable increases by one
unit and the other variables remain the same, the economic well-being of the people increases
by about 0.396 on average.

Model 11T incorporates with economic empowerment, in addition, to control variables
and perceived social capital & community attachment. The mediation effect of economic
empowerment between social capital, community attachment, and economic well-being was
tested. The third model is significant and explains the overall 56 percent of the variation of the
economic well-being of regional people. In this regard, the development of 0.015 is testified
when it is compared with Model I1. Also, the model statistics showed that this improvement of
variation of economic well-being is statistically significant (p<<0.001) in the regression perceived
social capital is statistically significant with the economic well-being. However, the relationship
between the two variables has weakened from 0.403 to 0.352 as per Model I11. Also, community
attachment has weakened by 0.051, which can be identified as a statistically significant variable
(p<<0.000). Thus it confirms the main condition of mediation effect suggested by Boron and
Kenny (1986), and it can be concluded that Households’ economic empowerment mediates
the relationship between social capital and community attachment and household well-being
in regional society. This means that the perceived social capital is mediated by the economic
empowerment of the household in local society.

According to the econometric analysis, it is possible to conclude that economic well-being
in a regional society is correlated with perceived social capital and community attachment, and
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economic empowerment mediates the relationship between social capital and well-being. As
previously discussed in the literature review chapter, Janssens (2007) produces four mechanisms
in developing a theoretical framework for social capital encouragements in the individual outcome
and well-being, such as community propensity to engage collective action, informal resource
exchange, reduction transaction and monetary cost, and knowledge and information sharing.
Social relation encourages collective effort to achieve a common goal, which benefits each in the
group. The relationships of trust and reciprocity among individuals facilitate collective action
(Beard, 2007). It is crucial to enhance the economic empowerment of regional households.
Sen’s capability approach identifies the importance of agency in promoting human development,
and the concept explains enhancing human freedom to act for achieving the goals of life. The
empowerment concept is more related to the agency concept in Sen’s capability approach. Here,
economic empowerment can be defined as the increase in an agency, which empowers individuals
to pursue his key goals (Trommlerova et al. 2014). Previous studies have reported that agency
and empowerment could reduce human poverty and create positive well-being outcomes (Kim
et al. 2007; Alkire, 2009). Thus, the findings of the current analysis give good evidence on the
importance of economic empowerment in the human well-being development process.

Accepting the hypothesis that the perceived social capital is positively associated with
economic empowerment in regional society suggested that the perceived social capital and
community attachment are essential to developing economic empowerment in regional society.
As explained by Granovetter (1983), the flow of new information and job opportunities is
easier for some members with weak ties in a network. When people are strongly linked in the
network, they are less likely to gain information as a similar member who shares the same
information. Thus, economic scholars suggested bridging social capital development projects
for transmission of the new information and provide significant individual benefits. Accordingly,
the ties in individuals between social groups (different levels) may be more useful to improve
economic empowerment. Thus, it is necessary to check the validity of this argument for the Sri
Lankan regional context. In the Stri Lankan regional context, the economically-oriented social
association has built up as the vertical connection among group members. The multi-ethnic,
multi-religious, and multi-cultural basement in the country may give some impending to cultivate
a platform for weak ties among group members through economically-oriented social networks
than other social organizations. The government and non-government organizations have made
many efforts to establish a social, economic society in the regional area. For instance, Samurdhi
bank, Cooperative society, SANASA, and Sarvodaya programmes provide massive support for
the development of economic standing of rural people in a regional area (Kuruppuge, 2017)
Moreover, such social networks help to facilitate micro finance facility among less-powered
people in the regional society of Sri Lanka.

The Conclusion and Policy Recommendations

The study delivered the theoretical framework and empirical support that explains how
social capital can influence the economic well-being of regional Sri Lanka. The two objectives
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concerned in this connection were, analyze the impacts of social capital on the economic
well-being of the local households, and evaluate the effect of social capital on the economic
empowerment of households in the regional society of Sri Lanka.

The conceptual model of this study differs from previous studies since the present study
has included the economic empowerment in the model as an intervening (mediate) variable. For
this purpose, multi-item scales for the variables were developed for field survey data collection
concerning theoretical and empirical literature. Thus, a three-stage hierarchical regression was
conducted to study the association between independent variables against economic well-being
after controlling the socio-economic factors. The procedures recommended were used to exam
the mediation effect of economic empowerment between social capital and economic well-
being. Six hypotheses were established, the analysis indicated that the perceived social capital,
measured using a multi-scale, was statistically significant with a positive sign. Accordingly, the
study supported the hypothesis, which denotes that social capital is positively associated with
household economic well-being in regional society. The results further confirmed that economic
empowerment mediates the relationship between social capital and community attachment and
household well-being in regional society, and the study identified that perceived social capital,
community attachment, and economic empowerment as the key determinants of the economic
well-being of regional society in Sri Lanka. For that reason, there is a need for supporting to
expand the community economic association by NGOs and the central and local governments.
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Introduction

My main argument of the current research is that in spreading Christianity in Colonial
India the caste factor and the social order which were the most essential dimensions that played a
key role. Most Literature review proves that the existing literature have dealt with the relationship
of British missionary education during British Colonialism and the societal consequences to
a large degree in general. Subsequently my research stresses the need for a specific study to
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critically analyze the missionary education and the societal impact with a comparative approach.
Accordingly, while such a growing interest could be noted within the recent years to sharply
take in to account an array of aspects pertaining to British missionary education, in building
up my main argument it became evident that in comparison with Sri Lanka a rapid growth of
social mobility was noted in India.

Objectives and methodology

This research attempts to identify missionary education and British Colonial expectations
with a view to understand how far it effected on the social mobility of India in Colonial context.
In parallel to this this research will proceed with a comparative perspective by considering a range
of Colonial regions in India from Andhra, Tamil Nadu, Travancore, Calcutta etc. In addition
only the most relevant factors regarding Sri Lanka has been considered only at times it was
essential to this study. My major objective in view is to identify whether there are any similarities
or complexities in the way the British missionaries employed mechanisms to achieve their set
goals and motives with focusing on above regions of India. In considering the objectives of
the present research the priority was given to identify the most important themes focusing on
this subject which revealed to be caste issue and slavery system in Colonial India.

Discussion

P. Radhakrishnan (Radhakrishnan 1990: Vol. 25:10) focuses on the evolution of
backward class lists in Tamil Nadu clearly shows that, far from being a creation of the Indian
Constitution, these were created by the British administration, supported and sustained by
missionary educationists. His paper comprises six parts in which respectively, the origin of the
back- ward class categories, backward classes in the education commission of 1882, the eatlier
appellations of backward classes, core provisions of the backward classes concessions, problems
and procedures in the enumeration of backward classes, and growth and diversification of the
backward classes categories are covered by the author. Joseph McQuade (2012) (McQuade 2012:
Vol 7 No 2) asserts that while many Christian missionaries challenged attitudes towards Dalits
and the poor, their efforts were centered on reforming the existing caste system as opposed
to completely abolishing it. However, it was becoming readily apparent over the course of the
nineteenth century that the city dwellers of India were extremely resistant to the Christian
message and was simply not converting in large numbers. While the main emphasis of his
paper has been the social and material motivations for conversion among the Indian Dalits,
according to the author, it is essential to note that this process of improvement was by no
means a linear progression. This work lays further stress on the fact that while converting to
Christianity offered certain social incentives, it also carried a number of important risks. As a
leading researcher of this particular field, C. Gupta (2014) ( Gupta 2014: 661-687) drawing our
attention to existing literature states that there is considerable literature on Christian women
missionaries themselves, and their position and work within the British Empire (Brouwer
1990; Burton 1994; Flemming 1992; Forbes 1986; Haggis 2000; Semple 2003; Maina Chawala
Singh 2000). Again While deeply perceptive, most of them discuss the opportunities and
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contradictions faced by missionary women in negotiating the new spaces created by colonial and
mission activity, and do not give adequate space to the possible reception and impact of their
work on women at the receiving end. In the recent past, some works have emerged that have
attempted to fill this lacuna, the most significant being those of Eliza Kent (2004) and Chad
Bauman (2008), which discuss the impact of conversions to Christianity on lower-caste women
in colonial South India and Chattisgarh, respectively. In her landmark work, Kent brings out
the complex relationship between caste, gender, conversions, and colonialist by showing how
a "discourse of respectability” emerged among Dalit Christian communities, which radically
transformed the style of femininity to which Indian Christian women were expected to conform.
According to Dick Kooiman many authors agree that the mass conversions of harzjans and
other lower castes had prompted many caste (3) Hindus to remove at least the most offensive
caste disabilities from fear of losing all untouchables to Christianity. ““The fear of the Christians
missionary had his conventions had been the beginning of much social wisdom among us”
commented Chandra Varkar. (4) Hindu mission societies were set up whose efforts to elevate
the weaker sections of society, like women and untouchables, were not only inspired by but
also closely modeled on the example of Christian Missionary Associations. (There however
are researchers who consider the missionary challenge to be an inadequate explanation of the
reform movement in India and who wants to question the undue importance usually attached
to English education. Vina Mazumdar has pointed out that some of the most dedicated social
reformers had little or no connection with English education, whereas fervent defenders of
child marriage and enforced widowhood were product of English schooling. (Kooiman 1984:
1533 -39) Dick Kooiman, The Gospel of Coffee: Mission, Education and Employment in
19th Century Travancore, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol.19, no 35 (Sep 1. 1984) pp 1533
-39. According to Sen Gupta’s observation “that the missionaries failed to gain converts in
an impressive number and of an irreproachable character. Although he pointed out that these
missionaries made a lasting contribution towards the social developments of Bengal by instigating
social and religious reforms”. Another leading researcher Manickam described his conclusion
as, the various reform movements which have sprung up since the last quarter of 19" century
are but the direct result of the missionary activities (Sundararaj 1977: 257).

In considering the subject of Christianity it is apparent that Christianity is a concept
that could not be understood individually but it requires a study in light of British Colonial
political agenda which had its ties to British economic expectations. Consequently, the study of
Christianity necessitates a need to study it as part of British economic and political agenda. The
British East India Company joined the fray in establishing their political power in India during
the 17th Century and eventually emerged as the most powerful colonial power in India by the
middle of 18th Century. By the beginning of the 19th Century, British domination extended
over a large part of the Indian subcontinent. The British East India Company’s primary concern
was trade and commerce rather than religious activities. C B Firth commented that ‘the company
initially did not combine commerce and Christianity, as its religious interest was secondary but
it was not reluctant in proselytizing activities’ (Firth: 2005) (Shullai 2017: 324-334; http:/ /www.
ijhsss.comColonialism, Christianity and Mission Activities In India: 327-328).
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Firstly I draw my attention to identify the interrelationship with missionary activities
and Colonial expectations. According to what Naik and Syed stated in their book "A Student's
History of Education in India” that in 1659 the Board of Directors of the British East India
Company resolved that ‘it was their earnest desire by all possible means to spread Christianity
among the people of India and allowed missionaries to embark on their ships.” (Naik & Syed:
1974) In 1698, the British Parliament inserted the famous Missionary clause in the company's
charter: "This clause directed the company to maintain ministets of religion at their factories
in India." (Sharp: 1920) The company had learnt to use Christian missionary activities to its
advantage whenever necessary. But the scenario changed when the company emerged as a
political and economic power in India by the end of the 18th Century that led them to give less
importance to the spread of Christianity and declared religious neutrality as their policy. In 1823,
Christian missionaries were given freedom to work without license by the British parliament in
India, yet the officials were indifferent and unreceptive to mission activities. This situation leads
to an ambivalent attitude in their treatment of Indian Christians, where Indians were excluded
from military services, debarred from appointment in Government offices and lost the right
to inherit their parents’ property on account of their conversion to Christianity. In spite of
this harsh outlook of the British East India Company, some British officials were extremely
helpful in promoting missionary work, namely Lord Wellesley who became the patron of the
translation project of William Carey in Bengal, Lord William Bentinck who stood firmly for
the rights of Indian Christians, Lord Dalhousie who worked for the betterment of the people,
Colonel Munro and Colonel Macaulay who helped the Syrian Christians and who were involved
in bringing the Church Missionary Society’s help to the Syrian Christians (Ibid.) .

Many Christian missionaries enjoyed the protection and support from the British
Government. Duncan B Forrester in his book ‘Truthful Action: Exploration in Practical
Theology’ stated that ‘the missionaries generally understood British Rule as a providential
ordering, a sign of God’s care for India rather than simply an opportunity for the making
of individual converts.’(Forrester: 2000). Thus, Christian missionaries provided a religious
justification to European Colonialism in India and on the other hand, imperialism influenced
their very act of evangelism and the theology of mission. This is represented in terms of
campaigns, stations, field work, law enforcement, etc. on which are based pure imperialistic
terms borrowed from imperialism (Shullai 2017: 324-334; http:/ /www.ijhsss.comColonialism,
Christianity and Mission Activities In India :327-328).

The nature of the British East India Company’s colonial power was different from that
of the Portuguese and other European Colonial counterparts. Yet they did support the spread
of Christianity in their Empire with much vigilance and judgment (Ibid.).

When we consider the origins of Christian mission in Colonial India, the Protestant
Mission began when Carey swung the cradle for modern mission in 1792 and came to India.
In Karnataka it began after the English defeated Tippu Sultan in 1799 and allowed Protestant
missionaries from the UK to come to India. However, like Carey who was refused permission
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to land at Calcutta, John Hands, the London Missionary Society's first missionary to Karnataka,
was refused permission to come to the then capital, Srirangaptanam or to nearby Bangalore
When the British Parliament removed the restrictions on non-English missions, other European
missions, moved by the conviction of pietism, took advantage of the government's open door
policy (Marmaduke 1999 :173) .

Right from the beginning in 1806, Ringeltaube, the first London Missionary Society
(Hereafter this will be referred to in abbreviated form as (L.M.S)) missionary in Travancore,
had considered the feasibility of establishing an English Seminary as an educational center. In
1819, his successor C. H Mead again took up the idea and started a small boarding school for
boys. From these modest beginnings the Nagercoil Seminary emerged which came to be the
crown of the LMS mission in South Travancore. Initially, Mead had promoted education to
elevate his toddy tapping Christians who, in his own words, “never had their minds occupied
by anything higher than the extraction of the juice of a tree”. But very soon, the Seminary
became the backbone of the missionary enterprise, its design being to train a native agency to
meet the urgent demand for evangelists, catechists and schoolmasters (Kooiman 1984: 1530).
In this regard it is significant to observe that the missionary activities concerned about such a
backward community.

Historical sources reveal that in both Travancore and Andhra a community was in
existence which was characterized by lack of education which in turn entailed a hard endeavor
on the part of the mission in educating such communities. This is a fact that becomes evident
when we consider the tactics employed by the mission in overcoming such obstacles and
challenges. Here we are able to identify similarities between Travancore and Andhra region
in the way the mission promoted vernacular education to facilitate their main object in view
which is the conversion to Christianity which comes in to light by what follows. “In 1830,
Alexander Duff began a new approach to proselytization through education. It was the spread
of Christianity through western education that was achieved by most of the English schools
conducted by missionaries. In their schools, the Bible must be taught to those upper classes
that were attracted due to their desire to study English for the worldly advantage it brought.
The missionaries believed that once they were attracted to the teaching of the Bible they would
embrace Christianity and would go to the people and convert them to the Gospel. This, however,
never happened though there were, indeed, a few cases of conversion of students from upper
classes. Nevertheless, the early converts to Christianity’s came mostly from the lowest castes
of the Hindu society (Dhanaraju 2015: 08).

The missionaties thus acted as instigators of an intellectual awakening, or even revolution-
because they believed that as an inevitable consequence their pupils would realize what they
themselves regarded as the absurdity of the religion by which they seemed to be enslaved;
and schools were obvious agents of such a Christian Enlightenment. There is incidentally an
instructive contrast with contemporary England, where the wide curriculum that was beginning
to appear in Bengal was still very unusual in elementary schools. The reason was of course
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that whereas the missionaries were trying to stimulate a religious and social revivalism, this is
precisely what the dominant public opinion in England wished to avoid. Itis not surprising that
the Serampore scheme in particular should have attracted the attention of the more progressive
educationists in England; James Mill singled it out for enthusiastic praise, along with Bentham's
Chrestomathia, in his article on education in the Supplement to the Encyclopadia (Laird 1972:87).
When we draw our attention to the emphasis of Wickramasooriya who analyze both the condition
of India and Sri Lanka with a comparative historical perspective, it is evident that he pays his
attention to identify both negative and positive attributes of British Colonial education policy.
He states that the spiritual dilemma described above was not limited to the Sri Lankan social
context; indeed, it was to be expected in all colonial contexts in which the conquerot's language
(English in the case of Sri Lanka, India, and other former British colonies) was enthroned by
law as the official language, the most important medium of instruction in schools, and the only
path to preferment. The alienation of the native intellectual in such a social ethos was set forth
in unambiguous terms by an Englishman himself, Sir George Birdwood, in connection with
English education in India, as follows: "Our education (i.e., English education in India) has
destroyed their (i.e., the Indians') love of their own literature, the quickening soul of a people
and their delight in their own arts and, worst of all, their repose in their own traditional and
national religion. It has disgusted them with their own homes, their parents, their sisters, their very
wives. It has brought discontent into every family so far as its baneful influences have reached."
As Coomaraswamy pointed out the predicament of the intellectual was even more serious and
tragically ironic in Sti Lanka than in India; in Sri Lanka, again, it was a dilemma perhaps more
excruciatingly felt by the Sinhalese than by the Tamils, and even among the former by cultured
intellectuals of comparatively more refined sensibility (James Alwis) than by those of cruder
sensitivity whose education was motivated solely by material interest. (Wickramasuriya 1823

— 1878: 02; dlib.pdn.ac.lk/bitstream/123456789/2533/1/Sarathchandra Wickramasutiya.pdf)

The missionaries realized that the more their pupils could be brought to enjoy their
schooling, the more effective the learning process would be. In this they were following the
principles of Lancaster and Bell reinforced by the need to disarm the initial suspicion of the
local people. An important condition for this was that the curriculum should be relevant to the
needs and wants of the people and to this end the missionaries experimented with various blends
of exotic and indigenous elements. All of them included the local system of accountancy and
forms of letters; May compiled an arithmetic textbook based on indigenous Methods, while the
Serampore arithmetic tables included ‘all the Weights and Measures, and modes of reckoning in
use among the natives, from the Cowry to the Rupee’ Their history and geography was India-
centered, their geography textbook describing first Bengal, then Asia, and finally other parts of
the world; while another of their school-books offered 'a succinct view' of Sanskrit literature,
and its achievements in the fields of religion, Philosophy, Law, astronomy, medicine, and poetry,
Their desire to introduce Western learning did not for a moment induce them to think that they
could simply transplant a curriculum from England to Bengal .As to methods ,the monitorial
system was of Course peculiarly appropriate in view of its Indian origin: monitors and rote-
learning were no innovations in elementary schools in Bengal. On the other hand there is also
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evidence that some of the novelties which the missionaries introduced were also attraction,
however reassuring the familiar elements in their schools must have been.

Moreover, with regard to education we need to extend our focus to Andhra region as
well. As we eatlier considered earlier also, when we observe how the Christianity was filtered
within the Indian society a similarity could be identified in Andhra region. In considering the
establishment of missionary schools in Andhra, during this period the setting up and staffing
of elementary village schools rapidly developed. Dr Perguson, in this connection, reported that,

“Generally speaking, in those villages where the main of the Schools rest with the teacher and village
community the best results are obtained. The work in schools were divided into the main departments of
religion, secular teaching of music and industrial instructions, whereas secular schools thought subjects
like Arithmetic, Grammar, reading Bible etc. G. A. Oddie also said that this feature conld be especially
seen in the Masulipatam and Ellore district of Andhra which was also an extremely important factor
in the spread of Christian faith. Indigenous schools scattered throughout the Andbra region that catered
mainly for Brabmans and few non- Brabmans groups like Komati, Kamma, Kapu, etc. While Mala
and Madiga untonchable caste in particnlar, underprivileged of educational opportunities within this
traditional Hindn system that stirred up by direct contract with Christian preaching and began to
work_for the missionaries for schools. As a result they established the new schools in Ellore district of
Andbra. Perhaps all their attempts like prudence in training, teaching and preaching and developing
a critical edncational system were important underlying factors in the survival and continued growth of
Christianity in Andhra”” (Dhanaraju 2015)

Let’s consider the determinations and objectives of Colonial regime relating to the
Christianization process in Colonial India. When we firstly consider the grass root level, regarding
the response of the local people to Christian education, the church started an elementary school
in every village with the aim to make the Christian sufficiently literate to be able to read the
Bible and take interest in general affair. Certainly, the content of missionaries’ education had
different kinds of objectives. Nurallah.S and Naik. J.P argues that it must be remembered that
education was never the main object of the missionaries. But they aimed at conversion and were
obliged to take up educational work in order to meet the needs of the converted population
and more especially to train up Indians assistants for their proselytizing activities and secondly
the importance which early missions attached to study of modern Indian languages deserves
special mention (Ibid.).

Another important fact was that the students in the Seminary were boarded and clothed
at the expense of the mission and only from the 1860s were students in the day school charged
a small fee. This policy implied that the LMS had to spend substantial resources for the
maintenance of this institute. In analyzing the condition in Travancore in the light of the way
the missionaries in Sri Lanka took into account the social context of the planation workforce
it is not out of place to say that the situation was quite different in Sri Lanka except for the
situation in Nallur(in Jaffna). Every mission insisted on their converts sitting together as equals
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in church, however galling this may have been to converts of the higher classes and however
much it would have given offence to the Hindus in their midst. Students were expected to sit
together on the same mat in church or chapel, and all were expected to drink wine from the
same cup in the celebration of the communion. These gestures were intended to emphasize
the ideal of equality within the Christian community. Very often there were objections raised
against the presence of low caste Christians in the Church. In 1842, a perplexed C.M.S. stationed
at Nallur in Jaffna reported that women of the higher castes refused to sit on the same bench
with low caste women...and many not liking that the low caste should be raised to the bench
at all. Equality within the Christian community, and particularly in churches and chapels, was
a matter on which the missionaries would make few concessions, even though it gave great
offence to those in the higher rungs of the traditional caste hierarchy (Silva 1965:191-192).

In addition to this cheering consciousness of their own success at Oadooville, the
missionaries had the satisfaction of finding that their exertions had smoothed the way for similar
efforts on the part of their fellow- laborers. The task of Wesleyan Methodists in founding a
missionary of the same class at Jaffna was rendered comparatively easy; and when the Church
of England missionaries resolved to make the same experiment at Nellore in 1842, they found
that instead of having to court and canvass for pupils, their embarrassment arose from the
multitude of candidates and the difficult of making selections with the least possible pain to
the disappointed. Their institution contains thirty girls, from six to twelve years of age, who
receive the same course of instruction and are subjected to the same economical discipline
which has so eminently qualified the pupils of Oodooville for all the domestic duties of life
(Tennet 1850: 161).

Fully alive to the truth and importance of this fact, the eatliest efforts of the missions
were directed to the establishment of female schools, but, above all, of female boarding- schools,
where Hindoo girls might be domesticated in childhood, and kept pure and uncontaminated
till married with the approbation of their Christian guardians (Ibid :159).

Again when we pay our attention to Travancore, in India to a large extent these resources
were produced by the rice lands that the LMS had received as a gift from the royal family at an
early date. In the 1840s, those Seminary lands yielded crops to the tune of Rs.800 a year and
in 1866, this income had increased to Rs.1, 546. Drought or destructive floods, however, could
seriously imperil the Seminary’s agrarian base, forcing it to reduce its number of boarders.
Therefore, the institute remained also dependent on donations from friends in England and in
1866, this source of income amounted to Rs.1, 198. The Seminary was set up for the training
and recruitment of native assistants to the LMS and every year its principal did not fail to report
the number of boys that after leaving the Seminary did indeed obtain missionary employment.
From the registers Whitehouse concluded that in the 1842-1856 periods 41 seminarists had left
the institute to become native agents of the mission. When we compare with the missionary
activities in Sri Lankan Colonial context we came to realize that owing to the intervention and
the full cooperation of royalty this sort of trend could be noted which is absent in case of Sti
Lanka. Thus India had this as a push factor over Sti Lanka.
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However, a point to be highlighted here is that, the support that was shown by the local
societies of India to the missionary movement endorsed the positive results that were given
to the society by the missionaries. For instance, according to the contemporary reports, it can
be seen that the gifting of paddy fields by the Royal family of India to the missionaries might
have also impacted in gaining these positive results. Unlike in Sti Lanka, when looking at the
situation in India even the Brahmins who ate of the Brahmin society have shown enthusiasm
towards obtaining missionary education.

In drawing our attention to the condition that prevailed in Travancore we are able
to highlight the most important trends that existed among the society of India. Therefore,
missionaries were both concerned and mostly vigilant about the burning issues of this community
at the time. We are able to draw a classic example in this regard concerning the issues pertaining
to slavery. One of the most striking campaigns launched by the LMS was aimed at the abolition
of slavery. Slavery in Travancore was not domestic, as all castes, the Shanars and Ezhavas
included, considered themselves defiled if slaves approached them within too short a distance.
Therefore, the slaves were condemned to remain in the rice fields where they carried out the
most arduous tasks, and when not required for laborer they were left to starvation or to resort
to theft. One missionary wrote home that those who reach maturity are doomed to work like
beasts of burden, to live in wretched hovels, and to be treated as outcastes by their fellow-
creatures...By few are they comforted, pitied or relieved; none seek to remove their distresses,
and no man cares for their souls. The British Resident, General Cullen, who was not known
for his sympathy for the missionary cause, generally concurred in this opinion and reported
that slaves in Travancore and Cochin were in a more degraded and miserable condition that in
any other country’. This better exemplifies the inhuman condition pertaining to slavery which
provoked an unsympathetic person as him to represent the miserable slaves.

In the 1840s, the LMS together with other missionary societies started to press for the
liberation of these people. In 1847, they presented a joint memorial to the Raja, referring to the
abolition of slavery throughout the Company’s territories in India and urging the introduction
of similar legislation in Travancore. In this campaign, the missionaries had to face strong
opposition from slave holders and government officials who feared that the abolition of slavery
might leave the fields uncultivated and upset the existing political balance. The association of
conversion with slave emancipation only heightened hostility towards the Christian religion,
and slaves who sought the help of the mission were beaten up, threatened with loss of work
and driven from their masters’ compounds (Kooiman 1984: 1535-15306) .

Yet, in 1855, also due to the kind influence of the British Resident, slavery in Travancore
was finally abolished. Much controversy has prevailed about the question on which forces finally
brought about the abolition of slavery. In the 1870s, south Travancore numbered at least 22
coffee plantations owned by local Christians, mostly Shanars (Ibid: 1535-1544).

Not only here but also in Africa, the British adopted measures to abolish slavery. But
surprisingly in Sri Lanka not a single hint of such abolition of slavery was to be found and
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no attempts were made by the missionaries to solve the increasing problems concerning the
plantation workforce. In considering the African setup, both Christianity and African regions
were constructed in the same way, through the philosophical interpretation of revelations.
Africans however, unlike Christians, didn’t construct these religious interpretations in such a
way as to create orthodoxy. Thus, Africans might agree on the source of religious knowledge
in the abstract and hence accept philosophical or cosmological descriptions, but they might not
agree to fully on all the specifics. When Africans came in to contact with Christians, this lack
of orthodoxy facilitated conversion, and usually the relations between the two traditions were
not hostile, at least as Africans saw it (Thornton 1992:240).

Slavery was abolished in Travancore in June 1855 and the lowest castes such as the
Pulayas and Parayas were legally emancipated, though their social and economic condition
remained largely the same at least until the late nineteenth century. Forced labor (uriyam) was
also discontinued by the 1860s, when the government created a public works department which
introduced waged labor. Before this, #riyam had been used by the state mainly for repairing
roads and public buildings and for acquiring provisions during festivals and for touring officials.
The other disabilities and restrictions not directly related to tindal were, for example, that
ornaments worn by the Pu/ayas had to be ‘no valuable than brass or beads s', and that umbrellas
and shoes were not permitted . Also, the lower castes were debarred from the use of any but
coarse clothes, they were not at liberty to milk cows and they could not use oil m there were
restrictions regarding Houses as well. In one case, several houses of native Christians from the
lowest castes were pulled down by the government on the ground “that they were too good
for such people [ex-slaves]| to live in” But these restrictions were also gradually abolished. As
we have seen the dress restrictions on the Shanars were largely, though not completely, removed
by the proclamation issued in July 1859.

At this point it’s important to shed some light on the slavery of Colonial Sti Lanka
which will provide us a comparative view of Indian slavery on one hand and Sri Lankan slavery
on the other in which the emphasis will gradually shift to analyze the role of missionaries to
the abolishment of Slavery. In this regard the explanation of K.M.de Silva who deeply look
in to Slavery in Sri Lanka provides valuable insights to view slavery in Colonial Sri Lankan a
sociological point of view Sri Lankan slavery has necessary been connected to the caste hierarchy
and social structure.

According to K.M.de Silva, Slavery in Ceylon differed fundamentally from plantation
slavery as it had existed in the West Indies and Maurittius , and as it then existed in the Americas.
Immeasurably milder in from its abolition was easier because there was no formidable vested
interest entrenched in the British Parliament to defend its existence, and besides, the abolition
of slavery in the Empire in 1833 (Though the Eastern Empire was specifically excluded from
the operation of the Act) made it inevitable that slavery in Ceylon could not much longer
survive (Silva 1965:2006).
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By 1832 slavery in the Island was confined to two main regions- the Jaffna peninsula
and the Kandyan areas, Though there were far fewer slaves in their region the main opposition
to the abolition of slavery came from the Kandyan aristocracy. The author makes a significant
observation when he states that in the Kandyan provinces slaves were the personal property
of the owners, liable to perform any service their owners required of them, and disposable
in any way the owners thought fit ,While the great majority of slaves were domestics, a few
were employed on the property of their owners; some even rose to positions of trust on these
properties, though this was seldom considered Permanent arrangement (Ibid.)

Entirely at the owner’s discretion, and a slave, whatever his caste was liable to perform
such services as his owner might require of him, however low and base these services might
be. "There were services which only a slave could perform. A fret, hired Goigama dependent
could not be compelled to dig a privy, carry water , carry a palanquin or a corpse - all of which
a slave, and a slave, was liable to do for his master (Ibid:207).

Here the author extends his focus to slave sources and the formation of slaves. It follows
that at time of the British conquest, a substantial number of slaves were very probably insolvent
debtors. A person himself into bondage in order to repay a debt, or in obtain a loan, and if
the debt were not settled during the life of the original debtor it was inherited by his children
selves became slaves. On the repayment of the principal or lost the right to the services of the
slaves, and no as allowed to accumulate, the labour of the slaves being an equivalent (Ibid.).

Since a great many of Kandyan slaves were person who had themselves into slavery in
settlement of a debt or in order to obtain a loan, it is not surprising that their owner had no
absolute rights over them but possessed merely the right to their service until the debt was
repaid. (And, to a great extent, this explains the Kandyan insistence on compensation for
emancipation, an insistence which evoked little sympathy from the Colonial Office, though
the Ceylon Government was inclined to be more sympathetic to these demands.) Slaves could
possess and acquire landed property and even moveable property independent of their masters,
who could not deprive them of the property so acquire which descended to the slave's children
as if he were a free man though if a slave died intestate his owner became his heir at law and
inherited his lands and effects. Slaves were also in every respect as competent as a free man
to give evidence in a court of law, and quite often, were called upon to witness transactions in
which their owners were concerned (Ibid: 208).

Here KK.M. de Silva differentiates the characteristics pertaining to slavery in Jaffna and
Eastern province. Accordingly, Slavery in the Tamil as of the Jaffna peninsula and the Eastern
province differed from that in other parts of the Island the bulk of the Tamil slaves were
employed and agricultural labours on the fields of their Owners, and were rewarded with a small
proportion of the produce. In the Kandyan region slavery as servants rather than predial, and
slaves were employed less Tamil slaves belonged to four particular castes, viz .., the Koviyars,
Chadars Pallas and NAllavars, among the lowest and most depressed in Tamil caste hierarchy.
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(Thus, despite their ultimate emancipation, there was no perceptible improvement in their
position; they remained as despised and poverty-stricken as they originally were.) Tamil slave-
owners treated their slaves with much less humanity than their Kandyan counterparts. In Ceylon,
the British Government had taken definite measures against slavery in the Maritime Provinces,
where between 1806 And 1821 a series of regulations on slavery had been enacted, all of (Silva
1965:209). As a whole Kandyan and Jaffna societies are much progressive societies and here I
would like to pose a question as to when they attempted to abolish kandyan and Jaffna slavery,
why their attention did not drawn to abolish semi slavery that existed among planation laborers.
But I argue that to our surprise the British authorities or missionaries didn’t consider taking
any step towards abolishing the miserable and servile labor conditions in plantation sector in
Colonial Sri Lanka.

My stance in this discussion about slavery prevalent in Sri Lanka is that the mission favored
the aristocrats in the abolition of slavery which didn’t include any concern about the slaves
themselves and the above account of K.M.de Silva presents information to that effect. Instances
prevented from the performance of menial services for slave owners under the apprehension
of being condemned to slavery. The Kandyan chiefs refused to accept these suggestions.
Their opposition to the abolition of slavery was based less on a desire to maintain slavery as a
system, than on the ill-grounded fear that they would be unable to command the attendance of
emancipated slaves for the performance of duties which had hitherto pertained solely to those in
slavery such as the preparation of dead bodies for cremation. They entreated the Government
to postpone the abolition of slavery for sixty years, and they asked for compensation to the
value of the slaves manumitted at the end of this period (Ibid: 211).

At this stage 1 will draw your attention to a rather different area in which we are to
evaluate the mission role, that is to say, Indian Christians and the Caste System. This section
in which we specifically focus on the Indian context, occasionally, the mission was able to
crack the prevalent caste structure both directly and also indirectly in the sense that it was an
additional consequence of their activities. The validity of the question raised by me is further
rendered confirmed by this account. Many authors agree that the mass conversions of harijans
and other low castes had prompted many caste Hindus to remove at least the most offensive
caste disabilities from fear of losing all untouchables to Christianity. “This fear of the Christian
Missionary (and his conversions) has been the beginning of much social wisdom among us”,
commented Chandavarkar. Hindu Mission societies were set up whose efforts to elevate the
weaker sections of society, like women and untouchables, were not only inspired by but also
closely modelled on the example of Christian missionary associations. The Deccan Education
Society, to cite just one of them, had its membership rules drawn up specifically on the lines of
two Christian missionary associations. Keer strongly suggests that the Mahratta social reformer
Phule, the first Indian to open a girls ‘school was following the example of the Scottish and
American missions, and according to Shirgaonkar, whenever girls’ schools were established by
the missionaries in Maharashtra, they were followed by gitls’ schools established in the same
area by the social reformers (Kooiman 1991:57-71).
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Despite the above attitude of the state which is characterized by opposition to missionary
work, conversely the circumstances surrounding the lower castes in Travancore changed
enormously in the late nineteenth century. Koji Kawashima shows us that the low caste
people became increasingly assertive and demanded equal Opportunities for education, more
government jobs as well as the recognition of a higher ritual status from the state. It may be
true that some castes, such as the Nadars, made efforts for their uplift- ment in the first half of
the nineteenth century or even eatlier. But the movements in the late nineteenth century were
very different from the previous ones at least in terms of the scale on which they operated and
the impact they had upon society and politics. Even lowest castes, such as the Pu/ayas and the
Parayas, who had formertly been obedient agricultural laborers, became increasingly assertive
(Kawashima 1998 :149). How, then, did these changes affect the attitudes and interrelationship
of the state and the missionaries? Above researcher draw his attention to this question whereas I
pay my attention to identify p#layas and parayas caste people were soundless after they migrated to
Colonial Sri Lanka. As a result of this case I note the how this differentiates with the condition
in Colonial social context in Stri Lanka where their brothers who were from the same origins
remained soundless people in Sti Lanka which may have been the cause behind their inability to
achieve social mobility as in the case of India, the land of their birth .These immigrant laborers
from these two casts made their living according the wishers of the planters an kanganies
tulfilling their own wishes, remained very quiet and obedient laborers. However the initial point
brought in to attention by me becomes evident in view of these factors. It follows that In India
the mission carried out their measures to the fullest in comparison to Sti Lanka which enabled
the low caste community to gain social mobility.

Let’s consider the growth of Christian community within India, Christian communities
in India had remained small and localized for centuries, never achieving the rates of expansion
and mass conversion that took place in Roman and Medieval Europe. With the coming of
Portuguese missionaries in the sixteenth century and, in particular, through the efforts of Jesuits
such as Francis Xavier and Robert de Nobili, Christianity expanded marginally. Despite moderate
successes in coastal regions of Portuguese influence, Christianity failed to attract a widespread
following across social boundaries and remained generally confined to Indians of higher castes.
Throughout the second half of the nineteenth century, these demographics changed drastically
as people of lower castes, and particularly the casteless Dalits', flocked to the Christian religion

1 Dalit, meaning "broken/scattered" in Sanskrit and Hindi, is a term mostly used for the ethnic

groups in India that have been kept depressed by subjecting them to untouchability (often termed
backward castes).[1] Dalits were excluded from the four-fold varna system of Hinduism and
were seen as forming a fifth varna, also known by the name of Panchama. Dalits now profess
various religious beliefs, including Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Christianity and various
folk religions. The 2011 Census of India recorded their numbers at over 200 million people,
representing 16 percent of India's population.
The term Dalits was in use as a translation for the British Raj census classification of Depressed
Classes prior to 1935. It was popularized by the economist and reformer B. R. Ambedkar (1891—
1956), who included all depressed people irrespective of their caste into the definition of dalits.
[3] Hence the first group he made was called the "Labour Party" and included as its members all
people of the society who were kept depressed, including women, small scale farmers and people
from backward castes.
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in unprecedented numbers. To give some idea of the scope of these changes, the number of
Christians in India had increased from around one million in 1860 to nearly five million in
19301, including the conversion of over one million Dalits by 1914.2 An official census taken
in 1931 indicates that approximately five out of six Indian Christians lived in a rural rather
than an urban environment. The reasons for these radical changes can be partly traced to the
Protestant missionary activities that took place during this period, but the enormous success
of these missions could not have been achieved without the initiative and enthusiasm of the
thousands of Dalits who converted en masse. For this reason, it is impossible to understand the
expansion of Christianity in nineteenth century India without understanding its relationship to
the marginalized Dalits. Ultimately the Protestant missions of this period were able to achieve
their remarkable success as a result of their focus on the poor and marginalized of society,
their willingness to fight on behalf of these marginalized individuals on issues of social justice,
and the opportunity for emancipation and dignity which Protestant Christianity promised to its
converts (McQuade 2012: Vol 7 No 2; https://saeculumjournal.com/index.php/saeculum/
article/view/16382,PP.2-3). The social development of the so called Daliths has been shown
by eatlier mentioned Charu Guptha through a practical example which has been sharply proven
by the following photograph which depicts the tangible social change experienced by a Dalith

family on becoming Christians.

Clothing,Christianity, and a Dalith family.
(On the left is a Hindu family in the
state of untouchability | On the right is a
complete change on becoming a Christian-
from animal to humanll) Source: Chand
(19292,450)(Quoted by Intimate Desires :
Dalit Women and Religious Conversions
in Colonial India CHARU GUPTA,
The Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 73,
No. 3 (2014), pp. 661-687 Published by:
4 Association for Asian Studieshttps://
www.jstor.org/stable/43553340.

Not only that but also the enthusiasm shared by the marginalized Dalits are shown by the
above account and how they sought to use the missionary activities a s a means of achieving
social justice. When we consider the Indian condition in Sri Lanka it was different as they used
it to maintain and protect the plantation economy wherein they refrain from any interference on
aspects such as cast distinction in contrary to India. I have been able to prove this factor through
the historical sources focusing British Colonial context in Sti Lanka. A significant feature exposed
through my recent study is that the Indian plantation laborers observed and strove to preserve
the caste distinctions that existed in their home country. The planters and colonial officers used
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these differences for their own ends. This was evident in the accommodation facilities among
immigrants in camps, allocation of Line rooms in the estate, as well as in matters relating to
the health sector. A comparison with Burma, Malaya and Fiji shows that in Sri Lanka, both the
workers and the planters displayed a keen interest to continue the differences. In addition, this
research shows that European colonists in the observe American colonist closely the distinctions
among African Labourers and paid much attention to such features as size, colour and cultural
characteristics of the slave population. This research shows that British colonialists, apart from
intervention in creating non market mechanism in the management of the plantation economy,
played a crucial role in maintaining a highly exploitative and archaic system of labor relations.
Another important fact was planters as well as British colonial government realized that the
development of capitalist labour relations would undermine the plantation system. Accordingly
the British colonialists did not hesitate to use its coercive power and various social mechanisms
to keep the labour force under servile conditions (Hettiarachchi 2019: 179-180).

This proved to be the same in certain other provinces in India as well. Mostly the low
casts in India as a whole perceived Christianity as a means to achieve emancipation from social
evils and poverty alike. This perception was shared in common by all low caste Indians and this
was a push factors for the progression of missionary activities in the fertilization of missionary
activities. When we consider the Andhra region we can identify the missionary attitudes towards
the high caste and it reveals that though they tried to convert them through the missionary
education, it showed a low progress in comparison to the low castes.

In 1830, Alexander Duff began a new approach to proselytization through education.
It was the spread of Christianity through western education that was achieved by most of the
English schools conducted by missionaries. In their schools, the Bible must be taught to those
upper classes that were attracted due to their desire to study English for the worldly advantage
it brought. The missionaries believed that once they were attracted to the teaching of the
Bible they would embrace Christianity and would go to the people and convert them to the
Gospel. This, however, never happened though there were, indeed, a few cases of conversion
of students from upper classes. Nevertheless, the eatly converts to Christianity’s came mostly
from the lowest castes of the Hindu society. This tendency was common in virtually all the
mission colonies since the lower caste was the first to convert possibly due to reasons I previously
mentioned.

Since the lower castes people were illiterates, the church started elementary. Schools almost
in every village with the aim to make the Christian converts from these sections sufficiently
literate so that they would be able to read the Bible and take interest in general affairs. This
provides sufficient ground to assume there main objective in view, to utilize education as a
strategy to achieve conversion.

As seen above, the missionaries’ activities embraced the whole of the Andhra region
education, which was their main interest even though they were running orphanages, medical
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centers and industrial establishment. Missionaries tried to seize control of education through
which they could men’s minds better at their most impressionable age. This is the rationale
behind their selection of education as their main means of Christianization. There objectives
behind the educational policy can further be observed in the following statement of the author.

“The phrase "edncation and social mobility" implies a relationship between the two processes, between
the process of education and the process of "social mobility." Let's define the sociological and economics
term "social mobility"": social mobility is the shifting from one social-economic (socio-economic) group to
anothery this may be a shift from a higher to a lower socio-economic group as well as the desired shift
Sfrom a lower to a bigher group.”(Hardison, 2019)

Conclusion

We are able to identify most significant factors through this research. India taken as a
country with a vast population containing a range of regions and variations (religious, caste,
cultural differentiation, language etc. Throughout this research a significant factor was revealed
which demonstrates that in comparison to Sti Lanka especially the backward society (Daliths
and other depressed societies) showed a progressive tendency of shifting away from their
long-established social positions and day to day life towards a considerably high standard of
living and social condition due to missionary education. As some anthropologists point us that
social mobility is the shifting from one social-economic (socio-economic) group to another; this
may be a shift from a higher to a lower socio-economic group as well as the desired shift from
a lower to a higher group.”(Ibid.). As thus shown by researchers it was practiced in Colonial
Indian society as proven by our above classic example.
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Introduction

Religion and ethnicity are diverse factors in a society; however, their root causes appeared
from the base of the community. The word of religion can be interpreted in a naturalistic
way or in a religious way. In a naturalistic way, religion can be identified as a purely human
phenomenon (Hick 2004: 1). Emile Durkheim suggests that religion does not only a symbolic
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representation of the society but it is a product of it. As a social institution, religions are a part
of human relationships and they help to bind a social group together. Therefore, members of
a specific religious identity synchronized them in one temporality, thereby occupying a single
ideological context and an imaginative space. In a religious way, religion can be interpreted
as a relation to God or the gods a believer considers as sacred. In some religions there was a
strong philosophical background and later the institution of the religion established their rituals.
Besides, religions show the collections of beliefs and exotic cultural patterns. Some religions
have a deep understanding of the world that relates humanity to an order of existence. Many
religions have narratives, symbols and sacred histories that aim to explain the meaning of life.
Therefore religions are not mere spiritual constructions. According to Emile Durkheim, religion
can be understood as a force that created within individuals a sense of moral obligation to adhere
to demands of the society. He also mentioned that the source of religion and morality lies in
collective consciousness, rather than in individual minds(Durkheim 2008: 42-43). Moreovet,
every religion has a social responsibility and these responsibilities help to develop inter human
relationships among members of the community.

In Sri Lanka, from the ancient kingdoms, religions have played this diverse role to develop
the collective conciseness in the society. With elaborated religious and cultural activities, religion
also acted as a designer of the ethnic harmony in this multi ethnic society. The Kandyan kingdom
was an obvious example to understand the establishment of ethnic harmony while practicing
various religious activities. The Kandyan Kingdom was the last independent monarchy in Sri
Lanka. The kingdom of Kandy was founded as a satellite dynasty by the king Wickramabahu
IIT (1357-1374 )in the Gampola era. From 1591 to1815 A.D. the Kingdom had shown a
significant contribution to control the expansion of three colonial powers who established
political, economic and religious authority in the coastal area. The kingdom had played a vital
role in protecting cultural characteristics in not only among Singhalese but also among Tamils
and Muslims. The consciousness of Buddhism and administrative and structural assimilation
of the Kandyan kingdom helped the integration of ethnic groups into full social patticipation
through various activities. According to some scholars like Michael Roberts (2003) the kingdom
of Kandy emerged as the only Sinhalese state after the collapse of Kotte kingdom and the
heirs to the idea of Sinhale (Roberts 2003: 11). But the ethnic plurality and the various functions
based on ethnic and caste co-existence of the kingdom draw a very complex and impressive
image of people in that era, than these kinds of shallow observations.

It is true that, when the Sinhalese traditions are considered, Kandy was an oasis to retain
customs of Singhalese when Portuguese and Dutch changed and modernized the society in
the low country Sri Lanka. The establishment of the kingdom in Kandyan highlands was a
reflection of the transfer of power of the Sinhalese capital from low lands to hills which could
not easily overthrown by the colonial powers or their weaponries. Many indigenous nobles,
Buddhist monks and various caste groups drifted to Kandy and expected a security from the
Kandyan kings. Therefore, the Kandyan period was a remarkable era of the outstanding cultural
heritage of the Singhalese. After being the capital of Sri Lanka, the Kandyan kingdom was
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ruled by two main dynasties that was a vibrant reflection of the ethnic and religious harmony
in the society. They were the Sinhalese dynasty, which began with the king Wimaladarmasooriya
1 (1591-1604), and the South Indian Nayakkar dynasty from 1739 A.D.

Development of Buddhism and its ritual culture in the Kandyan kingdom

Under these two dynasties, both Buddhism and Hinduism were prominent in the
kingdom where the kings gave patronage to the development of these religious traditions. From
the beginning as the capital city, the kingdom acted as the protector of Buddhism which was
accepted as the main religion of the state. Both Singhalese and Tamil dynasties and the royal
court considered the foremost religion as Buddhism. According to the old tradition, the tooth
relic of the Buddha was the symbol of the King’s legitimacy. Therefore kings used to build the
temple of the tooth relic near the royal palace. As an example, King Narendra Sinha built a new
palace in Kundasale instead of the main palace in Senkadagala and he also built a temple for the
Tooth relic near his new palace. In the temple named Shailabimbarama in Dodandoowa, there
was a mural painting relating to daily offerings of this Kundasale temple for the Tooth relic.

Not only the tooth relic but also Buddhist monks in the capital played a vital role of
balancing the political power of the king and the administrative circles. Especially in the ceremony
of coronation of kings, monks played a unique role. Buddhist monks had the main responsibility
of advising both Sinhalese and Nayakkar kings. Reverend Welivita Saranankara Sangaraja was
a classic example. Buddhist monks of the two chapters of Malwatte and Asgiriya conducted
daily rituals in the inner chamber of the temple of the Tooth relic or Dalada Maligawa. Kings
continuously participated in these rituals. Some Nayakkar Hindu kings like Keerthi Sri Rajasinha
was a great devotee of Buddhism. In his time, the temple of the tooth relic was a very live place
and elaborate rituals were held. Moreover, the king donated many lands to the upliftment of
the Dalada Maligawa. In addition, king Keerthi Sti was credited with establishing the Buddhist
revival in the kingdom. Under the guidance of Reverent Welivita Saranankara Sangaraja the
king successfully invited bhikkus from Thailand to revive higher ordination.

Many Buddhist temples were built by Sinhalese and Tamil kings evenly. Some scholars
believe those Tamil kings built and treated Buddhist temples equally because of their
determination to gain popularity from the Sinhalese communityas foreign ancestries. When
silver or copper plates (Sannas) which they granted with lands to temples are considered this
opinion appears doubtful. Nayakkar kings had shown their eagerness to grant lands and
develop temples not only around the citadel but also in the far places like Pollonnaruwa and
Anuradhapura(Dammananda 1969: 25). Therefore, it can be argued that those Tamil kings’
main determination was not to acquire popularity from the general public. There had to be
some unique purpose for those kinds of grants.

This Tamil Nayakkars came to the scenario with the arrangements of marital alliances
between Singhalese kings and the princesses who belonged to South Indian Madurai Nayakas
dynasty in seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Beginning with the king Rajasinha II (1635-
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1687), Kandyan kings married to South Indian princess. Robert Knox stated about the status
of the King Rajasinha’s queen as below.

"His right and lawful Queen, who was a Malabar brought from the coast, is still living
but has not been with him as is known this twenty years, remaining in the city of
Cande...." (Knox Vol II, 1989:111)

In that era, South Indian Nayakkars became an influential aristocracy in the Kandyan
court (Gombrich 1988: 178). After the Singhalese king, NarendraSinha (1707 -1739 A.D.) died
without an offspring, the brother of his Madurai Nayak queen succeeded the throne in 1739
under the name of Sri Vijaya Raja Sinha (1739-1747). There were several inter-ethnic marriages
even in Nayakkar era. A Sinhalese aristocrat Mampitiya Disava’s daughter Mampitiya Dugganna
Unnanse was the favourite mistress of Nayakkar king Keerthi Sri(1747-1781) to whom she
bore two sons and six daughters. After the king Keerthi Sri’s death she was the mistress of his
successor King Rajadhi Raja Sinha (1782—1798).The daughters of this noble lady married Tamil
relatives of the king (Lawrie, 1896: 528).

It can be assumed that being Hindu devotees Nayakkars had a willingness to develop both
Hinduism and Buddhism equally. Some South Indian Nayakas had the practice of developing
Hindu shrines and giving patronages to them. According to V. Vriddhagirisan (1942), Shivappa
Nayak in Tanjorewho was a believing Vaishnava constructed Gopura and walls in Tiruwannamalei
and Vriddachalam Shrines in South India. He granted many donations for the wellbeing of
these shrines. According to one inscription, in 1579 Tanjore Nayaks gave patronage not only for
Hindu shrines but also for Buddhist temples(Vriddhagirisan1942: 31-32). According to Noboru
Karashima (1976), Nayakascan be identified as lease-holders of Temple Lands in South India.
Karashima further stated that

There are many Tamil inscriptions of Vijayanagar times which are inscribed on
the walls of a Siva temple in Devikapuram, North Arcot District, Tamilnadu, in
South India. Thirteen of these inscriptions record the lease of the temple lands to
individuals or institutions on certain conditions. Not only in these Devikapuram
inscriptions but also in the inscriptions of many other localities do we find similar
cases of the leasing of the temple lands. ..... As for the lease-holders, the first thing
we notice on reading the thirteen inscriptions is that five out of the thirteen recipients
of the land were Nayakas. They are: Tirumalai-nayaka( No. 352), Sada Siva-nayaka
(353), Koniappa-nayaka(369), ... iva.- nayaka (387) and Namassiva-nayaka (389).
(Karashimal976: 228-229)

According to the above statement it is obvious that Nayakas in South India had
continued the practice of temple lands system as lease holders and donators. On the other
hand, Tamil kings in Kandy exactly knew that the social power of Buddhist monks was
absolute than those of the kings. Therefore, they needed to satisfy religion networks in the
Kandyan kingdom. Not only that, as an administrative body Nayakkars needed to re-establish
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the previous administrative mechanisms and practise them which was compounded with lands,
religious institutes and people. Especially service tenure system related to temple lands was
more important to keep alive this combination.

According to historical sources the crown, religion, functionaries and land ownership
were mutually interdependent in the Kandyan kingdom. This well-organized land tenure system
connected to fundamental features in the kingdom was the form of occupation of many peasants.
The complex caste structure and the social hierarchy were combined with the land ownership
and the service tenure system in the kingdom. During this period, theoretically all lands belonged
to the king but practically there were many independent and private lands which belonged to
aristocrats and other civilians. 'Gabadaganm','Bisogan! and 'Kumaragam' represented the villages of
the King, Queens and other princes respectively. Civilians, who possessed these lands, provided
their functional duties or service tenute and the petiodical quota ot "Muththettuwa'.

As previously mentioned, one of the most important institutes which maintained the
existing social structure and religious activities in Sri Lanka is the temple land system in Kandy.
This system has been termed as ‘monastic landlordism’ by Max Weber in his book “The Religions
of India”(Weber 1958: 257). With this land tenure system Buddhist monasteries and Hindu
shrines were wealthy and powerful institutes of the society in the central Ceylon. Not only
that, especially these Buddhists monks were able to influence the political authority during the
Kandyan kingdom and British colonial era. Considering this Buddhist monastic power Hans-
Dieter Evers has argued Kandyan king donate many land grants to strengthen the Buddhist
monks in order to weaken the Sinhalese aristocracy in royal administration(Evers 1967:703-
704). Therefore, Buddhism and Buddhist monastic power have continued to play a powerful
role in the politics of colonial and postcolonial Sti Lanka. Those temple lands ot 'I7hara and
Devalagam' were granted for the wellbeing of temples and shrines. To gather the harvest of
temple lands and to continue functional duties of temples and shrines, this land tenure system
was very important. Unlike in the previous periods after the beginning of Nayakkar dynasty
(1739-1815 A.D.), there was a development of the temple land tenure system. With this research,
there is an attempt to identify the bond between temple lands and natives that was based on
religious harmony.

Except those attempting to revive the Buddhism, Kandy was a territory which promoted
the Buddhism with cults of the little tradition (Obeyesekere1963 :140-153). According to
Gananath Obeyesekere the little tradition is the 'whole' culture of the little community or peasant
society. Peasant cultures are 'wholes'; but he agrees with Redfield that those cultures wete not
isolates. Peasant cultures or the little tradition are linked with the great tradition through a
common cultural idiom, which establish channels of communication between the two traditions
and sets up standards of mutual reference and influence. The collapseof the great tradition and
the extension of the compound multi-cultural little tradition was one of the highlighted trends
in the Kandyan era. Therefore, many Kandyans equally worshiped Buddhism and other gods
in Hinduism or in the little tradition. Knox gave a fair description on this fascinating trend.
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With highlighting many Gods, devils and remarkable cults he stated that one of their great and
frequent businesses with their gods was the recovery of health. And Kandyans believed god or
devil make them sick by his power only it is to restore them (Knox Vol 11 1989:227). Therefore,
they had willingness to absorb new deities to their pantheon of gods and cluster of devils.
This consciousness caused to attract new Hindu gods to their religious beliefs. Not only among
peasants, worshiping of the multiple gods was a practice among Kandyan aristocrats to some
extent. Both Ganantha Obeysekara and John Holt have showed that the divine pantheon of
popular Kandyan cosmology was a mirror image of the fundamental power and authority
structure in the Kandyan kingdom (Holt 1996: 55).

Development of Hinduism and its cult in the Kandyan kingdom

By considering the Sinhalese pantheon in the Kandyan kingdom, anyone can argue that
a moderated version of Hinduism was also widely popular among Kandyans in the citadel
as well as in the rural Kandy. In addition to the Buddhist rituals in the temple of tooth relic
premises, four dewalas or shrines were dedicated to gods Vishnu, Kataragama, Nata and Pattini
(Kannagi). During the period of the last Sinhalese kings and the Nayakkar kings the Tamilgods
like Ganesh and Skanda Kumara were worshiped by Tamil community. Later these gods were
popular among majority of Buddhists. After god Skanda Kumara or god Kataragama was
converted as a multi ethnic god, his main shrine in Kandy was administrated by Sinhalese
peoples. But its main duties such as Basnayaka nilaya and Kapu nilaya were held by traditional
South Indian Brahman families. In Kirapone village there were several tenants belonging to
Kandy Kataragama Dewalaya. Many Sinhalese and Moors jointly gave their service for Mulutangei
mura or tenant in the kitchen. Some Patavili pangn belonged to Muslims. They had to transport
paddy from Kirapone granary to the granary of dewale in Kandy. There was one Tamil Chetty
who collaborated with other Sinhalese and Muslims and they were attached to E/jya Mura. They
provided various services including helping cooks in the kitchen and collecting seed paddy from
dewalaya’s paddy fields (Lawrie 1896: 446).

The annual Esala procession in Kandy was firstly adorned by these four dewalas. Later
the procession of the temple of tooth relic was attached to those by the King Keerthi Sri.
In Kandyan rural areas, there were many other shrines which were devoted to several gods.
Some were Hindu originated gods and some were traditional Sinhalese native gods. Ganegoda
Kataragama dewalaya in Kalugamuwa was well known among Kandyan Sinhalese. This dewalaya
was built by imitating South Indian architecture. Not only that Kandy Nata dewalaya also
represents the Vijayanagar architecture. In addition, Gadaladeniya temple and its dewalaya are a
reflection of South Indian architecture. A rare temple like Galmaduwa is in the style of Hindu
dewalaya with high Gopura. It was built by the King Keerthi Sti. After the king heard about the
discovery of the cave of Degaldoruwa the construction of Galmaduwa was stopped. Then it
remained as an unfinished building. (Lawrie 1896: 258)

There are other several stories which reveal facts about pure Hindu religious activities
in the Kandyan kingdom. Munneshwaram Dewalayain Chilaw was famous as an ancient Hindu
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dewalaya and was developed by Nayakkar kings. In this era, the kings had granted lands by giving
two copper plates to dewalayas. When considering the patronages which were given by Kandyan
kings to ethnic and religious minorities these kinds of copper plates or sannas were important.
One copper plate was given by the king Sri Vijaya Rajasinha in 1735 A.D. In this sannasa, the
symbols of sun and moon are notable features. According to the statement on the copper plate
the king nominated Dumiguma Sew Mudiyanse to the Basnayaka nilaya of the Aiyanar Kovi/in
Munneshwarama. Moreover he allocated labourers to dewalaya and ordered to collect taxes as
the half of the absolute amount collected (Sannas collection SLNA 220/705 :211). Another
copper plate was granted by the king Keerthi Sriin 1748A.D. to the Munneshwaram dewalaya.
This one is also related to the basnayake nilaya. The king nominated Arasan Kumarap Peruma
Vanninara’s son MuththanVanninarfor this post. This name is obviously a Tamil originated
name and during the Kandyan era most “anniars in the North and North-Central area were
Tamils. The king also granted the authority of collecting taxes in this area to the dewalaya (Sannas
Collection SLNA 220/705 :181-182). Also some S###uwa ot a Palm leaf of court cases related
to Munneshwaram dewalya show evidence of Sinhalese tenants in the villages. According to this
Sittwwa, when the tenancy of villagers for these lands was not certain, it was a regional court case
which decided the matter during the Kandyan kingdom. That case was against some Sinhalese
tenants (Sannas collection SLNA 220/667 :55). This is clear evidence that while Tamils acted
as a higher authority of this pure Hindu shrine Sinhalese gave their contribution under it as
tenants of the service tenure mechanism.

In addition, some Tamil lay people were also granted lands by king. According to
Lawrie(18906) one Kandyan king granted Ambana village to a Tamil fisherman named Migomuwa
Mudiyanse by a Sannasa. The reason to grant this village was the service rendered by the
fisherman at the battle of Migomuwa (Negombo). His decedent was Kali Amma, married a
Korala in the North central province(Lawrie 1896:38). Besides, some Tamil nobles were able
to organize Kandyan villages. During the reign of King Keerthi Sti, he Hindu noble named
Rajagopala Kanaka Sinha Pir Pulle Mudaliyar came to Nambadagahawatta in Matale North and
formed that village(Lawrie1896 :621). With these activities, a considerable Tamil population was
in some villages. In upper Bulathgamathe Hindu population was 50996 in 1886. In Gampola
Tamil population was 32715 in 1881. In Lower Dumbara and Upper Dumbara there was a
significant Hindu population.

Some Tamils were devoted to provide their service to temple lands of Buddhist temples.
In Kandy Colombo road, there was a shrine for god Ganesh in the village Deyyannewala. This
shrine was owned by Chetties for many years and those Chetties supplied lamps for the last five
nights of the Esala procession in Kandy. According to Lawrie due to some misunderstanding
those Chetties discontinued the customary supply of oil. Finally in 1887 the Diéyawadana Nilame
and Basnayaka Nilames of four dewalas filed a court case in Kandy against A.R.L. Waliappan
Chetty. He was the chief of this shrine. But this case was dismissed and decided that it was
only a voluntary service (Lawrie 1896: 159). Therefore, it can be argued that in both Hindu
and Buddhist temples many Sinhalese, Tamils and even Muslims carried out their services in
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otder to function the duties smoothly. The Religion and land ownership and the tenure system
combined established ethnic harmony.

Muslims and their inter Religious Dialogue

According to these facts it is obvious that Kandyan rulers and people were credited
for their religious tolerance. When we consider Muslim community and Islamic religion, once
again this fact is true. Muslims were an ethnic and religious minority in the Kandyan kingdom.
Muslims came to low country Sri Lanka especially to the harbours like Beruwala from the South
Indian commercial network. Consequently, they spoke Tamil language and mainly settled down
in the coastal areas like Beruwala and Weligama. Gira Sandesa, Kokila Sandesa and Thisara
Sandesa gave evidences that Muslims were inhabited in the port cities in Costal Sri Lanka.
(Azeez, 1907: 18-20).

During the Portuguese and Dutch eras, Muslim merchants were able to develop their trade
activities with South Indians with great difficulties. Ibn Batuta mentioned the kindness shown
to Muslims by the country folk(Battuta 2005 :256). Probably king Senerath allowed a mosque to
be built in Kandy. Early in 1626 the Portuguese expelled the Moore from their settlements and
quite a multitude fled to Kandy where Senerath offered them refuge and showed favour. Further
Kandyan kings had given equal patronage to even Muslims. The King Senerath and Rajasinha
granted two lands in Gampolain 1631 and 1645 to the Muslim physician Sulttan Kuttiya who
came from Galle. In addition, he was invited to Kandyan court. These ancestors were known
as Galle vedarala (Dewaraja, 1994: 91). One of important copper plates is Getaberiya sannasa
which was granted by King Keerthi Sri Rajasinha. In this copper plate, there was a letter 2’ or
‘Sti’ as the royal seal and the symbols of sun and moon signifying perpetuity (Bell 1892: 100).
This cooper plate was granted to Gopala Mudaliya who can be identified as a Moor noble.
The Gataberiya village which inhabited by Gopala Mudaliya’s ancestors and it was situated
in Tunpalata Pattuwa of Paranakuru Korale which belonged to Kegalle district. This village
was presented to one of them in recognition of medical aid rendered to an old resident. The
Gopala Moors of this village lived there ever since. According to H.C.P. Bell (1892) this Gopala
Moors claim to belong to a race called 'MogalPatani'. And thete could be a relationship with
North India. Most probably this family practiced Unani a type of treatment which is specific
to Muslims(Bell 1892: 100). They were well recognized as skilful physicians and many villagers
came to them for treatments. Not only as physicians but also they had provided faithful service
as aristocrats to Kandyan kings. In Rajasinghe II era this family name is mentioned in Dutch
records. According to the Getaberiya sannasa the loyalty of his family caused to award a large
land by the king which belonged to King’s aristocrat Moladanda earlier.

Whereas Palkumbure Rajakaruna Vaidyatilaka Gopala Mudaliya has with faithfulness
and goodwill performed service to Mabawasala (The king’s court) by giving

information when the rebel of Moladanda attempted to create a rebellion, with intent
to do disloyal and hostile acts against the Mabawasala. . ...(Bell1892:101)
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These kinds of stories are mentioned by A.C. Lawrie in his famous Gazetteer of the
Central province of Ceylon. Under the village name Ankurana, Lawrie gives a broad description
about Moor inhabitants. Even today Akurana is well known as a Muslim region. In 1896, this
village was under the Moorman Arachchi (village headman). In proclamations of 3 March
and 21% of November 1818, Moormen in this area were exempted from the jurisdiction of
Kandyan headmen and their own archehi or area was enlarged. Lawrie gives a folk story about
the Muslim inhabitants in this area.

The tradition is that three Arabs made their way to Kandy during the reign of
RajaSinha. When the Portuguese attempted an invasion, the king engaged their
service to fight the enemy. Ultimately the king was successful and desired the men
to settle in the country. They asked for wives from among the Kandyan women. The
king gave the encouragement and during the perabera the three men boldly carried
three Kandyan young women away and concealed them in the place. The relatives
then appealed to the king, who advised them that as the Arabs had already taken the
women by the hand and so let them away, it was best to let them go. The relatives
consented. The men went to Akurana and settled there. These were ancestors of
the people of the village (Lawrie 1896: 6).

However by 1886, these Muslims were able to establish a small college as a private
institution that led to teach the Koran and Arabic. This story shows two different dimensions
of the ethnic harmony in the Kandyan Kingdom. One is that the king allowed and encouraged
inter-religious marriages among Moors and Sinhalese. Another dimension is that Sinhalese who
were kind and famous for their hospitality considered the purity of their marriages. They didn’t
easily allow inter caste marriages and inter cultural marriages. The consciousness of Sinhala
was powerful. (Pieris1956 : 111) But they equally treated ethnic and religious minorities as their
neighbours. Kandyan landownership was open for visitors from the low country including
ethnic minorities.

Nevertheless, there are other rare incidents which reveal the disagreement between the
Kandyan kings and Muslims in the area. The lands of Moormen in Polgolla were confiscated
during the King Keerthi Sri Rajasinhareign. Then it was given to the Maduwe Department.
According to Dehigama Diyawadana Nilame's description in 1827, there were other candidates
for the king's throne and those Muslims being interested in another candidate and wanted the
procession to go in a different direction from the king's quarters. However, the king was able
to secure his government then he confiscated the whole of Muslims’ village (Lawrie 1896:
739). In the king Sri Wickrama Rajasingha’sera (1798-1815), another incident happened against
Muslims. An English troop from Batticaloa had marched through the village Wendaruwa in lower
Dumbara. After that by suspecting Moor men in this village the king ordered to remove them
(Lawrie1896: 945). These rare incidents happened because of the unfaithfulness of Muslims
to the king. The unfaithfulness was considered as a crime and generally subjected to the capital
punishment. However, normally the king acted as a supporter of religious tolerance.
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Again, Knox gives impressive evidence about the behaviour of Sinhalese which promoted
ethnic and religious harmony in the country. This evidence is another example for king’s response
to religious harmony.

"None are they charitable only to the poor of their own nation, but as I said to others;
and particular to the Moorish beggars, who are Mahometans by religion. These have
a temple in Cande. A certain former king gave this temple as a privilege, that every
free-holders should contribute a ponnam to it. And these Moots go to every house
in the land to receive it. And if the house be shut, they have power to break it open
and to take out of goods to the value of it. They come very confidently when they
beg, and they say they come to fulfil the people charity. And the people do liberally
relieve them for charity shake."(Knox1989 :247-248)

Primary records of Temple land tenure system are an obvious example for religious
activities of Muslims in Buddhist and Hindu temples. Muslims were also attached to the Badde
Sanwidana in the Kandyan kingdom. This systematic mechanism was related to the economic
organization in the Kandyan kingdom. Badde mechanism depended on the caste hierarchy and
not only Sinhalese castes but also Muslims were attached to this system. They belonged to
MadigeBadda and Hulan Badda. This was activated as a part of Madige Badda. People belonged
to Madjge Badda like Karava castes and Muslims were to supply cattle to transport goods from
the Royal palace. Madijge people transported arecanuts were belonged to Kings from Kandy to
Ruwanwella. According to Lona Dewaraja’s observations (1994) in the Kandyan highland there
were several villages which were named with the word ‘Madige’. GalagedaraMadigegama and
Dehideniya Madigegama were occupied only by Muslims(Dewaraja, 1994: 104). These Madige
villages maintained their Islamic identity by establishing Mosques. There is a story related to
a mosque in Galagedara Madige. After Temple Lands Commission was appointed and started
land registrations the Lebbe of the mosque in this village claimed to have a field, two gardens
and a chena(dry land cultivations) exempted from tax. This seems as an imitation of Buddhist
and Hindu temple land's rights. However, the claim was rejected.

Therefore, it is obvious that Muslims in Kandy had freedom to maintain intact their
identity through their adherence to Islam and distinct features associated with the religion. But
they became equal and indispensable participants in the mainstream of the Kandyan kingdom.
Under this Madige Badda organization, Muslims were also attached to the Hulan Badda and worked
as merchants and transported goods for the King(Doyly 1929: 66). They used to buy dry fish
and salt from coastal areas and bring them to Buddhist Temples whose lands belonged or to
the Royal palace. Thus, Muslims who performed to these duties were members of the service
tenure system in the Kandyan kingdom. Although they were attached to the service tenure
system in these temples they never changed their religion.

Lawrie mentions of some other villages which were famous as Muslim hamlets in the
Kandyan area. Tambilegama, Elamalpota, Gongawala, Na-Ula, Hekirilla in Matale, Palagolla
in Kotmale, Ramboda, Selagama, Wariyapola and Kohomba Anga in Harispattuwa were these
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villages. In Kahatapitiya there was a famous mosque. In this mosque, there was an unpretentious
building called "Mekkan Shongeya". It was a burial place of a saint who visited Macca (Lawrie
1896: 395). In some villages, there were not only Muslims but also there were Malays who are
considered as an ethnic minority group. Palle and Uda Waradamuna were these kinds of villages.
In Kinigoda there was a Muslim village and a mosque. Muslims in this village were similar to
Costal Muslims and they did not engage with Sinhalese although they talked their language
in preference to Tamil. In addition, there was an ancient mosque. According to Lawrie some
Sinhalese also helped to build Mosques. In Maberiya near to Matale, one Sinhalese named
Marukona Mudiyanse built a mosque for Moors (Lawrie 1896: 513). That indicates the attitude
of the religious tolerance among nobles and the general public.

Some temple lands belonged to the temple of the tooth relic called Maligagam which
engaged these Muslims in their services. According to Lawrie’s Gazetteer, Akarahaduwa was
a village in Matale which belonged to the temple of the tooth relic. A considerable number
of villagers were Moor men. In 1896, they obviously supported their lebbe and the mosque.
In KingKeerthi Sri Rajasinha’s era this village was granted to the Dalada Maligawa. According
to Davy, the villagers were famous for smelting iron with a simple process (Davy 1821 :261).
Lawrie identified few #ilapangn or tenants which belonged to Dalada Maligawa. The villagers
both Sinhalese and Muslims equally supplied iron and other goods to DaladaMaligawa. Some
Sinhalese named Kaludurage, Linpitiyage, Ulpathayage and Katulebbe, PakirTambi who were
identified as Muslims used six acres field. Their service tenancy was to give two lumps of iron
as village tribute, to give presents to [idane (officer of DaladaMaligawa) when he visited the
village, to appear yearly before the Diyawadana Nilamein of Dalada Maligawa with dried fish or
venison. Two tenancies were held by some other Muslim men and one Sinhala villager. Their
service was to give yearly lump of iron and 50 cents, to provide lodgings and provisions for the
Maligawa officers when they visit the village. They had to give rice, oil and Kitu/ syrup (honey)
and plantations in specific amounts. Belonging to another ten tenancies, some Muslims shared
seventeen acres of field. Mainly they had to transport rice and iron via fawalama to Kandy.

Aladeniya was another famous Maligagama and many Moormen occupied there with
providing services to the Dalada Maligawa. According to records, also in this village Muslims
and Sinhalese were attached and equally provided their service as one tenant. Maduwe and
Nagahadeniye Isubu Lebbe held one acre of field, garden and 4ena. Their service was to carry
the Mahekat and kat(pingo) given to the temple of the tooth relic and to the Diyawadana Nilame
in four festivals. They had to attend these festivals and for five days of the Perabera. Oil and
firewood were also supplied. They had to give any assistance which Déyawadana Nilanze ot 1 idanes
asked. There was a Horana pangmwa or trumpet tenancywhich belonged to Walagamage Adam
Lebbe Mahamadu. He had to blow the trumpet or horanewa for three months in a year for four
testivals and Perabera. Every other day he had to give two baskets of flowers. He had to appear
before Diyawadana Nilame with vegetables and betel leaves (Lawrie 1896: 8-9). One Moorman,
Kahata-angege KuppaTambi in Dehigama paid some money per year as a Mura tenant in
Dalada Maligawa. Normally these duties totally belonged to traditional Sinhala Buddhists but
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this evidence shows that Muslims also were devoted to these kinds of duties to protect their
lands which belonged to temples.

Not only Buddhist temples but also dewals or shrines belonging to Buddhists allocated
this kind of service tenant for Muslims. Alawathugoda dewalaya was an example. This dewalaya
was dedicated to Buddhist god Saman. One tenancy called Mutukude or the pearlumbrella
had a Muslim man named Segu Mahammadu. He and his companion Gmmadage obviously
Sinhalese had to hold mutukndeor pearl umbrella at the Perahera and to weed the compound, to
decorate the dewala with five plantain trees with bunches and five &umba. In addition, they had
to white wash some parts, to keep a lamp for Kttiya mangalla (lamps festival) and some other
minor work. In addition, some Hindu Shrines like Kataragamadewalaysin Kandy allocated
Muslims for their service. Selma Lebbe and Mahammadul.ebbe in Madde Medaliya Pa#tuwa (sub
region) which belonged to Kinidgoda Korale (region) in Kegalle district were attached to some
service tenure duties of Kataragama Dewalaya in Kandy. As service tenure registry mentions
they have to participate in four festivals and to appear before the Basnayaka Nilame (Chief of
the temple) (Service Tenure Registry, Sabaragamuwa Province 1870:1060). Some other dewalas
like Ganegoda Dewalaya and Embekka Dewalaya had Muslim tenants. Some Muslims in Elpitiya
in Udapalatha contributed their tenancy to Ganegoda Dewalaya by supplying salts. Muslims in
Embakke supplied oil for its Dewalayas as tenants. According to these evidences it is obvious
that Muslims were able to offer their services belonged to Hindu Shrines and Buddhist temples
including the Dalada Maligawa.

Freedom for the Catholic religion in the pluralism of Kandy

In addition to these Asian religions, Catholicism was also a popular religion among a
minority group in the Kandy area. Even before the Kandyan kingdom as the main kingdom,
Catholic faith was welcomed by regional rulers in Kandy. The regional king Jayavira Bandara
was a nominal Catholic until he was deposed and exiled by Karaliyadde Bandara. Catholic friars
became a presence in the regional Kandy court. In that period, the King Karalliyadde became
a devoted Catholic and publicly embraced Catholicism around 1562-1564. After that due to
some internal conflicts Kandy regional king Karalliyadde Bandara(1552-1582) also abandoned
the throne and escaped to the Portuguese. After engaging with the Portuguese the king and his
wife died of small pox but their infant daughter Kusumasana Devi and nephew were adopted
by the Portuguese in Mannar and baptized as Don Filipe and Dona Catherina respectively.

During this time, another Kandyan young noble named Konappu Bandara who was a son
of aristo Virasundara Bandara engaged with Portuguese and was baptized. According to Father
Queyroz he was formally baptized as Don Joao of Austria(Queyroz 1930:708.).He was able to
study in Goa and seemed to be a devoted Christian. However, the situation was changed with the
emergence of a rivalry to the Kandyan throne between Portuguese and him. After the Portuguese
invasion in Kandy and subsequently safter ome political incidents happened Konappu Bandra
killed Don Filipe and became the king of Kandy in 1591. Then the king Wimaladarmasooriya I
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(1591-1604) developed the kingdom as a main kingdom and transformed himself to Buddhism.
According to Kitsiri Malalgoda (1976) in respect of conversions in the colonial period, one
could become a Christian nominally but remains at heart a Buddhist (Malalgoda1976: 30-33).
Then the new king promoted Buddhism in the Kandyan kingdom. He brought the Tooth
relic to Kandy and built a new temple for it (Chulavamsa 1953: 228-229). Before that, Buddhist
monks in the Delwanagala Vihara in the Sabaragamuwa province protected the Tooth relic (Bell
1892: 88). It was a clear evident that the loyalty of Buddhist monks was with this new king who
converted to Buddhism leaving Christianity. He supported to get the higher ordination from
Burma and re-established the system of the Buddhist bhikku society. Previously mentioned
king Karaliyadde’s daughter Dona Catherina was viewed by the Portuguese as the rightful heir
to the throne. According to Queyroz the Portuguese attempting to proclaim her as the queen
and celebrate her coronation was not successful (Queyroz 1930:481-482) To protect legitimacy
of the kingship he married Dona Catherina or Kusumasana Devi who was a faithful Catholic.

Moreover, the king had Portuguese renegades in his service and a few such as Manuel
Dias, held high office. According to Dutch records when Joris Van Spilbergen came the king
Wimaladarmasooriya showed his queen and two children to the envoy who stayed in an inner
chamber of the palace. Obviously, they wore as Portuguese. According to Portuguese writings
Dona Catherina's children were educated by the Franciscan friars in Kandy(Karunaratna
1999:25).

The Dutch writer Baldaeus also pointed out that until her death the queen Dona Catherina
was a believing Catholic. The king allowed her to believe her faith in the palace and to maintain
a small chapel. According to Baldaeus, in her death bed she made a notable discussion with
another prince named Migonne (Negambo) Kumaraya who was obviously Catholic. According
to that discussion the queen also had practiced some petty rituals relating to the little tradition
in the kingdom. She regretted that. It is obviously a contrasting fact that Dona Catherina visited
no pagodas which is mentioned in the Dutch records (Ferguson 1998: 44).

Protecting her sorrow at having resorted to heathen idols and made offerings to the
devil whilst as a Christian she said she ought to have known better, and that it was
no wander then if those evil spirits are now awaiting to hurry away. The prince of
Migonne reasoned with her and said, “Your majesty, please understand that all the
devils in hell can have no power over a believing and patient Christian, therefore clam
and pray to God in the name of Jesus to have mercy on your soul.” “Yes” She replied.
“I’'m a Christian and will pray but you also intercede for me.”(Baldaeus 1960 : 67)

During the Dutch era, Catholic faith and Kandyan kingdom collaborated together.
The Dutch era was a remarkable era for Catholics who were mostly welcomed by Kandyan
kings. The Dutch feared that Ceylon Catholics might not be loyal to them and might want the
Portuguese back. Religion wag a strong link between the Catholics and the Portuguese, The
Dutch therefore took measures to stamp out Catholicism from the country. The Catholic faith
was proscribed. Catholic churches and schools were confiscated. All Catholic priests were
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banished from the country(Don Peter, 2005: 1). According to Knox Kandyan kings and citizens
showed an incomparable religious tolerance and respect for Catholicism. However, according
to the doubtful emphasizes of him sometimes natives undervalued Buddhism and Hinduism
and admired Christianity.

"And God's name be magnified, that has not suffered him to disturb or molest the
Christians in the least in their religion, or ever attempt to force them to comply with
the country’s idolatry. But on the contrary, both king and people do generally like
the Christian religion better than their own: and respect and honour the Christians
as 'Christians'; and do believe there is a greater God than any they adore." (IKKnox
1989: 243)

From Kandy, catholic priests slipped in to the Maritime Provinces. They administrated
the sacraments to the faithful and organizing Catholics in the Dutch areas (Malalgoda 1976:
35). During the period that Dutch pressurised them and when there was no help from
anywhere for Sri Lankan Catholics, Father Joseph Vaz came to Sri Lanka from Goa. During
the Wimaladarmasooriya II reign, he was able to come to Kandy in 1692. However, Fr. Vaz was
imprisoned suspecting him as a spy of the Portuguese. This year there was a severe drought and
the danger of famine. Many traditional rituals were preformed but they were failed to get rain.
Some Catholics in royal court suggested to the king to request Fr. Vaz to pray to his god. He
accepted it and according to Catholic sources in the Bilblioteca de Ajuda in Lisbon, a miracle
happened (Don Peter, 2005: 5). Then the king and lay Buddhist people admired Fr. Vaz as an
ascetic person. That was helpful to spread Catholicism among Kandyans in this era.

According to Harvard, in 1823 there was a Sinhalese Testament in Wahakotte written by
a Portuguese padre Jacome Gonsalves (Harvard 1823 :331). Then Farther Jacome Gonsalves
came to Kandy from Jaffna. He studied both Tamil and Sinhala languages in Sri Lanka and
wrote many religious manuscripts. He wrote on a variety of themes pertaining to Catholic faith
and practice. Then he produced almost a small library of Catholic literature for the need of the
time, he got copies of his books made for distribution among the people. Some king's officials
like Pedro de Gaskon and few Buddhist priests helped him to develop these language skills and
to understand the condition of native society. Gaskon was born to a Portuguese father and
a French mother (Seneviratna 1983: 31). As a Christian, he had a generous place in the king
Narendrasingha’s court. Fr. Jacome Gonsalves was welcomed by the king and let him to study
and make relationship with other nobles. (Perera 1942: 117-118)

According to these facts, the king NarendraSinha welcomed Catholic priests however
there are another historical evidence which lead to think that Narandrasingha did not promote
Christian religion in his kingdom. The principal Roman Catholic Church was built in Bogambara
which is in the citadel of Kandy and there was a famous image in there. King Kundasale or King
Narendrasinha would not allow this religion to be exercised and the church was destroyed. He
had also ordered Padres to quit it. His successor King Keerthi Sti continued persuasion. But
afterwards because of a famine and plague which afflicted the country, he ordered the images
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which had adorned the church of Bogambara to be destroyed and on its destruction, been
deposited in his stores, to be given to the people of Vahakotte. And king permitted to rebuild
their church and enjoy their religion (Lawrie 1896: 894-895).

Sometimes the other Nayakkar kings also decided to reject Catholic faith from the
kingdom. The king Sri Vijaya Rajasinha (1739-1747) had no choice but to order the persists
out of his kingdom to placate the Buddhists. Moreover, with the pressure of the aristocracy
the king ordered to destroy a Catholic church in Bolawatta near Chilaw. There would have been
a rationale of the kings contradictory actions about religious tolerance. Sometimes they had
inner pressure from nobles or general public to act as a protector of only Buddhism. Kitsiri
Malalgoda assumes that by being kings of foreign origin they feel somewhat insecurity among
Kandyan Buddhists and acted like rather faithful to the main religion (Malalgoda 1976: 35).

Conclusion

With this discussion, it is obvious that most of the time both Sinhalese and Nayakkar kings
ruled with encouraging ethnic harmony in the Kandyan kingdom. They promoted Buddhism
as a main religion and tried to establish the mechanism of Buddhist and Hindu temple land
tenure system. Sometimes they acted as protectors of other minor religious traditions and
gave equal benefactions. Those encouragements were helpful to the religious communities like
Catholics to continue their faith in a more secure way in the kingdom. The personal religious
belief of the king and his royal family did not affect religious tolerance and ethnic harmony
of the country. This was also a normal practice among nobles and peasants. Rural tenants who
belonged to Buddhism, Hinduism and Islam contributed their service for the wellbeing of
the Buddhist monasteries and Hindu shrines. This social structure and religious behaviours
practically maintained the notion of the unity in diversity in the Kandyan kingdom. Therefore,
it can be argued that as a plural society, Sri Lanka always maintains diversity in multifaceted
religious customs and cultural activities in relation to few different religious communities.
Religious pluralism is broadly accepted with religious tolerance and by various institutions.
Therefore, religious pluralism can be simply identified as a response to the diversity of religious
beliefs, practices, and traditions that exist both in the contemporary society and throughout the
history. All ethnicities and religious groups in Sti Lanka have historically developed a respectful
dialogue and mutual understanding with other religious traditions to uplift the community
wellbeing in this small island. Most of religious customs and sanctuaries are inter-related to
show the believers’ unity in the diversity. However, after the colonialism, competitive material
generosity and newly developed ethno-religious consciousness which was influenced by various
governmental institutions have introduced new limits on religious pluralism in Sri Lanka.
Consequently, religious pluralism has changed its face in a complex way with the deep impact

of ethno-religious nationalism and identity politics.
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Glossary

Badde S amwidana - Economic mechanism in the Kandyan kingdom.
Bisogam - Villages belonged to the Queen

Chena - Dry land cultivation

Eliya Mura- A tenant with various services

Gabadagam - Villages belonged to the king

Kittiya Mangalla - The lamps festival

Kumaragam - Villages belonged to princes.

Madige Badda - The transport mechanism

Mabhekat and kat- Pingo loads

Maligagam - Villages belonged to the Temple of Tooth Relic.
Mulutangeimura- The tenant in the kitchen

Muththettuwa - The periodical quota or tenants of paddy lands.
Nilapangn - Tenants of service tenant system

Patavilipangn - Transport tenant

Pattuwa - A Sub region in the Kandyn old administrative divisons
Ponnam-Kandyan coin

Sittuwa- A palm leaf which was provided as court document.
Tawalama - A pack-ox

Unani - A type of medical treatment which was specific to Muslims

Vidane - A officer of DaladaMaligawa

Vihara and Devalagam- Temple lands which belonged to Buddhist temples and Hindu shrines.
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Abstract

The inscriptions appear to be the most treasured sources about the Stri Lankan history.
The inscriptions written from the beginning of 3 C. BC to recent past were scattered
around Sri Lanka, the quantity of which is above 5,000 as evident from the data available
in Department of Archeology. Among them, about 3,000 inscriptions relate to the earliest
petiod (from 3 CBC to 1 CBC) of the Sti Lankan history. There may also be a considerable
amount of unrevealed inscriptions relating to this earliest period. Accordingly, this paper
presents unrevealed ten stone inscriptions relating to eatlist period and one inscription
written on a brick relating to medieval period. Of these inscriptions, the inscription
written on a brick in Tamgoda Viharaya pertains to 7/8 CAC petiod, the inscription in
Ginnoruva Kanda to 1 CAC period and other inscriptions certainly to 3/2 CBC petiod.
This study attempts to reveal many contempory social, cultural and linguistic facts by
studying these inscriptions.
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Abstract

Chena cultivation is one of the earliest cultivation methods in the history of world
agriculture. This method of cultivation is carried out by sowing grain seeds on the
remaining alkaline soil by burning the forest lands. Many nations of the world as well as Sri
Lankans used this method since ancient times. Archaeological excavations have unearthed
pollen, fossils, grain fragments as well as paddy husk remnants that testify evidence for
the agricultural history of the country. Therefore, chena cultivation was carried out using
techniques that are adapted to the climate, soil type, and other environmental factors of
each ecological zones, used to minimizing environmental pollution and providing daily
food requirements of the people quantitatively and qualitatively and also contribute to the
economy of the state. Therefore, this cultivation continued to develop with the patronage
of the state until the 1960s. Specifically, indigenous knowledge systems in agriculture
were largely neglected in the modernization process of agriculture particularly with the
introduction of the technological package of the Green Revolution in the 1960s. Also,
Green Revolution principles incorporated into traditional agriculture in the mid-60s, as
well as the open economic principles introduced in 1977, are harmfully affected for the
traditional characteristics of chena farming and there were faded. Its results today are
reflected in various sectors, especially the health and poverty indicators. This accumulated
traditional chena cultivation knowledge is time-tested for a hundred thousand years in
the societal laboratory. Thus, the main objective of this research reveals the contribution
of Chena cultivation as one of the key sector in the economic management of ancient
Sri Lanka. The study collects data from the primary sources and analyzes the data using

historical-comparative analysis and content analysis.

Key words: chena cultivation, Ancient Sri Lanka, evolutionary transformation,

characteristics
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Abstract

This paper investigates on role of Buddhist monk in colonization scheme of Seruvila
in Trincomalee District. Numerous studies have been explored the contributions of
Buddhist monks in relation to renaissance of Buddhism and socio-economic development.
Since Buddhist monks have played prominent role in traditional Sri Lankan Society. It
is obvious that in the British colonial period created completion between Buddhism
and Christianity. In post-colonial period that completion transformed into Buddhism
and Hinduism. This competition had been advanced with the colonization scheme of
Eastern and Northern provinces.

Reverence Dhabagassare Sri Sumedhankara thero who visited the historical Buddhist
sacred place in 1920s which was built by King Kawantissa. After observing of ruined
monuments and Pagoda, the monk had decided to renovate the place and rebuild the
Buddhist heritage society as stated in the historical evidence. Consequently, main objective
of this paper was to explore in sociological point of view the role of Buddhist monk in
relation to Buddhist renaissance and its impact on multi-ethnic relations.

Keywords: Buddhist monk, Buddhist heritage, post-colonial period, Trincomalee District
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Abstract

The influence of Sanskrit literature directly influenced the development of Sinhala
literature. This feature can be seen from the Sigiriya song of the Anuradhapura period.
These features are further evident in the composition of the lyric poem as well as the
message poem. Many who read classical literature state that the Kotte period should be
considered as the last period of classical Sinhala literature. During the latter part of the
Kotte period, the influence of foreigners and Hindu contemporary social institutions
began to have a profound effect on Ceylonese society. The Sasana degeneration also
took place in the face of various political anarchies, which also affected the literary
tradition. During the Kotte period, various trends in verse literature were formed and
further expanded during the Seethawaka and Kandy eras. The emergence of verse from
the great tradition into the Chula tradition from the KKandyan period was also a reason
for the verse to reach the common people. By the time of Matara, various social events
were the subject of the poem. The gradual transformation of Sti Lankan society, which
had long been a student body, into a readership began in the 19th century. The spread of
printing technology changed literary thought. Printing technology also helped the reader
to absorb knowledge and see the world from new perspectives. This also led to the spread
of neoliberalism in society. The poet's ability to cite certain events and geographical facts
that he heard in the 19th century can be seen in his works of praise. This is arguably the

best primary source for finding contemporary sociological background.

Key words: Classical, Hindu Society, Great Tradition, Chula Tradition, Printing
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Abstract

Facebook is the most popular site on the Internet and visually perceives the traffic of
more than 1.13 billion users each day. With this incredible quantity of traffic, it becomes
hard for marketers to ignore Facebook’s consequentiality as a targeted marketing
platform. 500 million members and a more conventionally visited website than Google,
Facebook guarantees more than friend requests, but additionally acts as an excellent
marketing implement for businesses. Social media is a technology sanctioning the nation
to publish instantly and economically in the cyber world. This research article examined
how productive the advertising and marketing process via facebook: with reference to
three small businesses in Colombo city. Data were collected from three small businesses
(Rascals, The Bloom Room and The Sandwich Factory) in Colombo City. Indepth
interviews, Content analysis methods were used to collect data and results showed that
facebook advertising and marketing is more productive compared to traditional media
advertising and marketing,
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Abstract

It has to be admitted without any doubt that the basis of Sinhala language-literature in
Sri Lanka is the Brahmi alphabet and a series of inscriptions. Cree from an indigenous
source in India. BC Around 1000, the Brahmi alphabet originated. BC By about 300
the most common inscriptions were in vogue. At least Cry. BC The Brahmi alphabet
migrated to Sti Lanka around 600, and the complete alphabet was established by Cree.
BC With the arrival of Mahinda in 300. No matter what other documents were written
in Lakdiva, the Sheela inscriptions were famously written by Cree. BC In the 3rd century.

The earliest inscriptions in Sti Lanka are cave inscriptions dating back to the pre-Brahmin
period (3rd century BC - 1st century AD) according to archaeological features. These
inscriptions, carved near the drips at the entrances of ancient caves, are both primitive
and short-lived. There are more or less pre-Brahmi cave inscriptions in the Buddhist
monastery complexes which are made up of stone cave systems in different parts of the
country. The oldest of these caves as well as inscriptions are located in the Anuradhapura
or Rajarata area. The main factors that influenced this were the arrival of Mahinda and
Duminda, the establishment of Buddhism and the Buddha Sasana, the establishment
of Buddhist educational centers, the establishment of Maha Viharas including the Sri
Maha Bodhi and the Mahastupa as well as the longevity of Anuradhapura as the first
kingdom and capital. It is reasonable to assume that among the Sangharama and Cave
Monastery complexes around Anuradhapura, there atre also the oldest cave inscriptions
in the three remaining small remnant hills of Mihintale. The main purpose of this article
is to explore that.

Keywords: Brahmi, alphabet, cave inscriptions, morphology, symbolic Indus Valley

alphabet, language, literature, anecdotes, education
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“THE JOURNAL OF STUDIES IN HUMANITIES - 2019

Publication:

Aim:

Medium:

Reference:

The Refereed Journal of Explération in Department of Humanities

“The journal of Studies in Humanities”, is a Multi-disciplinary, Peer reviewed, Biannual
Journal Published by Department of Humanities, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. The fifth
volume of the journal will be released in the 30% June 2019

At present, as a result of decline in new academic innovations that will contribute to
modern social improvement, it is obvious that the real academic explorations relevant to
the field of Humanities and other fields are inadequate.

Hence, the main aim of this journal is, to motivate the scholars to avoid issues mentioned
above and provide an opportunity to present timely concepts which are expected to be
instrumental in the development of Humanities in the 21¥ century. Furthermore impart
knowledge through this great opportunity is another aim of this journal.

Articles can be submitted in Sinhala and English medium. Articles should be both
academic and research based. Please note that only one article from one scholar will be
published in the same Journal.

All articles will be refereed by the panel of the subject experts before publication. The
Editorial Board will make the final decision on the selection of the articles. The academic
identity and standards are maintained and be aware to follow instructions given below
before you submit the article.

Instruction for writing articles

[S9]

(O]

Only unpublished articles will be accepted.

Abstract of 200 words maximum & five key words.

For Sinhala articles, the abstract should be written in English and for English articles the abstract
should be written in Sinhala.

Articles should not exceed 12 (BS) pages. (Including tables, Abstract, Figures, Photos &
References)

For Sinhala articles make sure there are no any spelling errors or mistakes of punctuation marks
the writers should follow FM Abhaya whereas for English, they should follow Times New
Roman.

All Article font sizes are as follows:

Title . Font size: Times New Roman 14 / FM babld : 15)
Abstract = Font size : Times New Roman 10/ FM babld : 11,Italic)
Sub Title - Font size : Times New Roman 13 / FM babld : 14)
Authors Information - Font size : Times New Roman 10/FM babld : 11)
Main Text - Font size : Times New Roman 11/ FM Abhaya: 12)
References - Font size : Times New Roman 10 /FM babld : 11)
Table - Font size : Times New Roman 10/ FM babld : 11)

Main text space should be between lines 1.15.

Follow the instruction for Margins given bellow
Top /Bottom — 3 cm, Left /Right -2.5 cm
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The following items should be included.

e Title
e Author Information
e Abstract

e Introduction
o Methodology
e  Main text
e Conclusion
e Acknowledgement
e References
Please keep one tab space at the beginning of each paragraph.

It is also the responsibility of the authors to maintain the international standard of writing method
and technological trends.

All extracts and the intellectual property of other authors should be properly confirmed. Short
extracts should be high lightened with relevant punctuation marks and long extracts should be
highlighted within inverted commas, 1 cm projected area from both left and right sides in the
main text.

The writers should follow the (APA Format) Harvard style or the Author year style for
presenting sources.

Eg : (Dharmadasa,1992:25)

Darmadhasa,K.N.O.(1992).Language, Religion and Ethic Assertiveness: The Growth of Sinhalese
Nationalism in Sri Lanka. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.

(Eesomyocsm, 1995:22 -25)

2302300329, ©&.85.(1995). @282 BoxrE @CAD Ovrwdeses -1 DvIwies odnw eDIEH:
ol eoIRed ww wewi¢dews.

If there are tables and figures, the topic should appear over the relevant table and the topic of a

figure should appear under sources. It is also essential to number the tables and figures
separately.

. Please note that the deadline of receiving articles is on 5" of May 2019

. Please note that both copies (the hard copy and the soft copy - CD) should be submitted on the

Stipulated date.
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