The Journal of Archaeology and Heritage Studies (JAHS) 10 (1) 2023: 87-97 pp

The Jourval of
ARCHAEOLOGY & HERITAGE STUDIES

Journal Home page

Descriptive article

The Polonnaruwa Ancient Technology Museum changed Sri Lanka's
museum tradition: an observation

Anuradha Abeysekara

Education Promoting Officer, Ancient Technology Museum, New Town, polonnaruwa, Sri Lanka.
anuradhaabeysekarat@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

The Ancient Technology Museum in Polonnaruwa, Sri Lanka, is a pioneering institution under the
Department of National Museums, dedicated to the study and preservation of ancient
technology. Opened as the eleventh regional museum and housed in a purpose-built structure, it
marks a significant development 142 years after the Colombo National Museum. The museum
aims to identify and conserve Sri Lanka's ancient technological heritage, providing educational
resources for researchers, students, and the general public. It features exhibits across 27
technological fields, including agriculture, metalwork, pottery, construction, and textiles, spread
across eight galleries. The museum also promotes tourism, utilizing advanced technologies like
Kiosks, TV panels, digital displays, 3D printing, and virtual reality to offer an interactive and

ARTICLE INFO educational experience. The inclusion of an activity gallery and innovation center further

enhances visitor engagement and learning. As a result, the museum stands out as a modern and
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comprehensive facility, embodying international standards in Sri Lanka's museum landscape.
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