SAMODHANA Volume 12, Issue I, June 2023

SAMODHANA JOURNAL
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka,
Mihintale

2023 Volume 12 Issue |

Examining the Mahaweli Movement in Sri Lanka: An
Investigative Study.

D.J.K. Ihalagedara*

Received Date: 25" January 2024
Accepted Date: 28" February 2024
Published Date: 06" March 2024

Abstract

After the fifteenth century, the attention of Western nations was
focused on Sri Lanka, and thus, there were clear changes in the settlement
pattern of Sri Lanka. At the beginning of British rule in this country, there was
a broken form of agriculture and irrigation industry in the Rajara civilization.
By the beginning of the 19th century, the dry zone had become a depopulated
area, and various problems had arisen in the humid zone due to the migration
of people to the southwest humid zone. The primary focus of British rule was
on projects that brought revenue to the government. Among them, the
plantation economy was a priority. After the establishment of the North
Central Province in 1973, the British cultivated agriculture following the
reconstruction of roads, which resulted in the establishment of farming
colonies in the dry region. From the middle of the nineteenth century, people
from other areas were brought to the dry region, and attempts were made to
start settlements, but for various reasons, these efforts were unsuccessful.
After 1948, the government's main objective became the dry zone's
repopulation. For that, the primary objective was to develop agriculture by
diverting the Mahaweli River to the dry zone, and as a result, the birth of the
Mahaweli movement can be identified. The Mahaweli movement in Sri Lanka
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can be identified as a multi-purpose project that was implemented in a planned
manner to overcome the structural weaknesses of the old agrarian movement.
Although the basic plan was to start the Mahaweli movement in the 1970s and
complete it by 2000, after 1977, plans were made for an accelerated Mahaweli
movement to be completed in six years. The reasons that led to the failure of
the old colony movement were studied, and as a solution, efforts were made
to implement the new agrarian movement under the Mahaweli movement.
Under the Mahaweli movement in Sri Lanka, the Mahaweli zones were
classified and developed from A to M, which was the initial step in Sri Lanka.

Keywords: Mahaweli Movement, Settlement Pattern, Colony Movement,
Repopulation.
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