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Abstract

Even after introducing Buddhism to Sri Lanka by Arahath Mihindu, the
faith in god and other beliefs have not totally vanished from the society.
The positioning of concept of god in the Sinhala Buddhist belief system
do not recognized the mentioned in Tripitaka. These faiths have entered
to the concept of Sinhala gods either from Mahayana, Hindu ideology or
common faith of people. The concept of worshipping gods has spread
out due to the influence of South Indian invasions and those beliefs got
establish during the Polonnaruwa period. Inter marriages between the
Sinhala and Tamil royal families and South Indian invasions were
another firm reason to establish these beliefs in Sri Lanka. Furthermore,
the worship of Hindu gods was explicitly incorporated into the temples
since the Gampola period. It is believed that especially in Mahayana
Buddhism there are many Bodhisattva gods. As a result of evolution of
bodhisattva concept god Natha or Avalokitheshwara was significant in
medieval Sri Lanka. The concept of god Natha became prominence after
the Gampola period and was given special recognition even within
Sandesha Kavya tradition in Sri Lanka. The prominence of god Natha
reached its peak during the Kotte era which is considered the golden
period of Sandesha Kavya. A cursory look at the Sandesha Kavya of
Kotte period gives ample evidence towards this claim.
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