The Journal of Archaeology and Heritage Studies (JAHS) 2024: 11 (1) 54-66 pp

The Jourval of
ARCHAEOLOGY & HERITAGE STUDIES

Journal Home page

Research Paper

A Study of the Architectural Peculiarities of the Archaeological
Monuments in between the Karanda-Oya and Hada-Oya Valley (based on
the Ampara District area)

B. M. A. Dananjith*' and M. P. N. N. Jayasinghe’

! Graduate Trainee, Monaragala Project, Central Cultural Fund, Sri Lanka. anjuladananjith2o@gmail.com *(Corresponding Author)

2 Graduate from the Department of Archaeology and Heritage Management, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Mihintale, Sri Lanka.

Abstract

Ampara administrative district has a large number of archaeological monuments. Although
there has been some research and excavations on the vast number of monuments there,
the main architectural monuments in some selected archaeological monuments between
the Karana Oya and Hada oya river valleys flowing through the Ampara administrative
district have been carried out. Accordingly, the places chosen were Tharulengala Viharaya,
Muhudu Maha Viharaya, Magul Maha Viharaya, Thune Kanuwa, Atgala, Shastravela
Viharaya. The aim of the research was to conduct a study on the factors of peculiarities of
those aspects through the elements. Here, qualitative research methods were used to
collect data, while non-field methods were used to collect data through reference and map
study. In data analysis, comparative analysis and data presentation, photographs, maps and
plans etc. have been used. The reason for choosing the region among the river valleys
indicated above was the increase in the distribution of ancient historical monuments and
the fact that they were not much used for research. The buildings seen in the ancient capital
city of Anuradhapura have undergone many renovations at different stages, and the
original form of the buildings has changed to an unrecognizable level. The original features
have been preserved with little or no renovation in the selected temples in this research
area. Accordingly, it is possible to identify the oldest stupa in Sri Lanka with the basic form
factors of statue, Bodhighara, cave temples, Sanghavasa building or any other building.
When we take temples like Tharulengala, Shastrawela, Athgala, Kirivehera, Thune Kanuwa,
the buildings there show characteristics that have not been restored and when we examine
the organizational pattern of the environment in which these monasteries are located, the
monasteries are mainly divided into two parts, formally and non formally organized
temples. From this point of view, it can be concluded that the temples within the study area
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