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Abstract

Although folk literature is often considered a creation made by ancient, unarmed villagers for
their own enjoyment, it is clear that it contains contemporary social events related to their folk life. That
is why folk literature can be used in the study of history. In terms of Sri Lankan historiography, it can
be recognized that it has been limited to the capital city and the elite class, focusing primarily on
presenting the main points. There is a situation where the non-elite history connected to the ordinary
people's life in Sri Lanka, which has such a history, has been lost. Folk literature is a valuable source
that can aid in the study of phenomena that have been lost from written history. Through this study, we
attempted to find out what information is represented about the Uva Wellassa Independence Struggle
of 1818 through the folk poems and folklore of the Monaragala area. To find solutions to the question.
This study employed both the library survey method and the field study method. The primary objective
of this study was to document a history that is being lost in a remote area, one that is not mentioned in
written history and receives little attention from researchers. Studying areas that receive little attention
from researchers and socializing that knowledge is one of the main importance of the study. Through
this study was able to identify several facts that are mentioned and not mentioned in the main historical
stream of folk literature. The situation in Uva Wellas in the 16"-17" centuries, that is, before the start
of the struggle, the beginning of the 1818 freedom struggle, and information about the elite and non-
elite individuals who led the struggle. The strategic actions taken by the Sinhalese, the oppression faced
by the common people, and this study were able to identify the repressive measures taken by the British
to thwart the first independence struggle of the Sinhalese through the folk poems and folklore of the

Monaragala district.
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