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Department of Archaeology and Heritage Management 

 

Archaeological Excavation at the “Megalithic Burial Complex in Janakapura” - Mullaitivu District 

The Department of Archaeology and Heritage Management conducted an archaeological excavation 

based on the Megalithic Burial Complex in Janakapura of Mullativu District. It was successfully held 

from 10th January to 21st January 2022 and retrieved valuable factors belonging to the proto-historic 

period of the Lower Ma-Oya basin. The main objectives of this research were to investigate the 

development of the cultural landscape of the lower Ma-Oya basin before the induction of Buddhism 

and obtain practical field training for B.A. (Honours) degree undergraduates in the Archaeology and 

Heritage Management study program to enhance their practical knowledge. This archaeological 

excavation was conducted based on Capstone Burials/Cap with Pot Burials, and the land of 6 acres 

was covered with approximately 208 burials recorded through the field survey. This excavation 

shows that the proto-historic people of the lower Ma-Oya basin had achieved significant 

development in metallurgy, pottery making, and bead technology.  
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Archaeological Excavations at the “Alokapabbatha Viharaya, Kadahatha, Rambewa” -  

Anuradhapura District  

The Department of Archaeology and Heritage Management, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, started 

the archaeological excavations of “Alokapabbatha Viharaya, Kadahatha, Rambewa” in 

Anuradhapura district on February 8, 2022. The ancient Stupa mound on the rock head of the 

Kadahatha Lake, which disturbs a spectacular landscape, has been excavated under the first stage. 

The “Siwali Foundation,” operated to rebuild the diminishing Buddhist heritage in Sri Lanka, has 

mainly sponsored for the excavation. Current excavation has uncovered factors of a stupa with 

distinctive Buddhist architectural features and is expected to conserve this while safeguarding such 

values. As the second part of this project, an excavation started to uncover the ancient Image House, 

which was recorded near the Stupa. A reliquary, beads, metal objects, tile fragments, bricks, and 

pottery sherds were found from this excavation, and according to the architectural features, the 

building might be an ancient image house in the Tempita-vihara tradition. Parallel to the excavation 

program, Rajarata University and Peradeniya University undergraduates get field training on the 

archaeological survey, excavations, and recordings. Multidisciplinary observation is also expected to 

be conducted in the periphery of the excavation site soon.  
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The 7th Undergraduate’s Research Symposium on Archaeology – Rajarata University of Sri Lanka 

(U.R.S.A.R.U. 2022) 

The annual Undergraduate Research Symposium on Archaeology is a great platform to enhance the 

research skills of young student researchers at Sri Lankan universities. The 7 th “Undergraduate’s 

Research Symposium on Archaeology – Rajarata University (U.R.S.A.R.U. 2022)”, organized by the 

Department of Archaeology and Heritage Management, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, was 

successfully held on June 6, 2022 as an online event. The Proceedings enclosed 121 abstracts 

representing the broad areas of Archaeology and Heritage studies such; Tourism, Industrial and 

Colonial Archaeology, Art History, Palaeography and Epigraphy, Environmental and Irrigation 

Archaeology, History, Literature and Miscellaneous, Pandemic Conditions and Traditional 

Knowledge, Anthropology and Ethno-archaeology, Ancient Architecture and Built Environment. The 

chief guest was Prof. Sanjeewani Ginigaddara, the Vice-Chancellor of the Rajarata University of Sri 

Lanka; Mr. Chandima Ambanwala, Senior Lecturer of the Department of Archaeology and Heritage 

Management, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, gave the keynote address. 
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Archaeological Field Training for Undergraduates at the Lahugala Magul Maha Viharaya, Ampara 

District   

The archaeological fieldwork of Lahugala Magul Maha Vihara, an important historical and 

archaeological monastery site in the Ampara district, is maintained by the Central Cultural Fund. The 

1st stage of the archaeological training program of that premises was conducted from February 24, 

2022, based on the Chapter House building. The BA (Honours) degree undergraduates (2018/2019 

Batch) in the Department of Archaeology and Heritage Management took part in the program in 

order to full fill the practical requirement for “ARCH 21022 – Theory and Methods in Archaeology” 

and “ARHM 41043 – Field School” courses. The participants gained practical knowledge on; Process 

of Site Formation, Archaeological Site Survey, Archaeological Excavation by Contexts, Archaeological 

Recording by Contexts, Use of the Totalstation for Documentation, Classification of Art ifacts on-site, 

instrument handling (Totalstation, Dumpy Level, G.P.S.), and Preparation of on-site drawings.  
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Archaeological Field Training for Undergraduates at the Wayamba Ela (Archaeological Impact 

Assessment) Project, Kurunegala District   

The Archaeological fieldwork of the Wayamba Ela (Archaeological Impact Assessment) Project in the 

Kurunegala district was conducted by the Department of Archaeology, Sri Lanka. The first stage of 

the Archaeological training program of that premises was conducted from 15th August 2022, based 

on the old lake called Maha Kithula. The BA (Honours) degree undergraduates (2017/2018 Batch) in 

the Department of Archaeology and Heritage Management took part in the program in order to full 

fill the practical requirement for “ARCH 21022 – Theory and Methods in Archaeology” and “ARHM 

41043 Field School” courses. The participants gained practical knowledge on; Archaeological Site 

Survey, Archaeological Excavation by Contexts, Archaeological Recording by Contexts, and 

Instruments handling (Dumpy Level) for Documentation.  
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Artifacts Conservation Workshop at the Sigiriya Museum for Undergraduates   

The Department of Archaeology and 

Heritage management of the Rajarata 

University of Sri Lanka maintains good 

collaborations for knowledge sharing 

with the Sigiriya Museum, controlled by 

the Central Cultural Fund Sri Lanka. The 

second-year and fourth-year (Honours) 

undergraduates joined for museum 

objects (artifacts) conservation workshop 

on August 23-24, 2022, at Senaka 

Bandaranayake Field School of Sigiriya Museum. The workshop mainly focused on expressing their 

knowledge of paintings and artifacts conservation through laboratory conservation procedures.  
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Department Journal - JAHS 

THE JOURNAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND HERITAGE STUDIES - VOL 7, ISSUE I is planned to be published 

by the Department of Archaeology and Heritage Management, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, as 

an e-journal in December 2022. This issue consists of 8 articles on a wide range of topics, including 

Archaeology, History, and Heritage Studies, which have been composed by scholars with expert 

knowledge of the relevant fields. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Completion of Ph.D. 

Dr. W.M.T.B. Wijepala, Senior Lecturer of the 

Department of Archaeology and Heritage 

Management, completed his Ph.D. study 

program at the Department of Earth Science, 

Interdisciplinary Faculty of Science and 

Engineering, Shimane University of Japan, in 

September 2022. In 2019 he enrolled in his 

academic program and worked with 

theoretical concepts and scientific laboratories 

for gaining multidisciplinary knowledge in 

Archaeology, Geology, Metallurgy, and 

Geochemistry. “Early Iron Production in Sri  
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Lanka: An Archaeological and Geochemical Approach to the Yodhawewa Metallurgical Settlement” 

was his doctoral thesis topic. Through his research, he presents a considerable amount of 

information regarding ancient metalwork in the dry zone of Sri Lanka and, for the first time, 

demonstrates facts about a furnace used to produce ancient crucible steel in the Yodhawewa region 

through the findings unearthed from the archaeological field observations in 2018. Further, he 

published five international research papers while completing his Ph.D. program.  

Public lectures and Discussions 

Prof. D.T. Mendis was a member of the discussion panel on “The new archaeological information 

revealed by Archaeological research related to Jankapura Megalithic Burial Complex” under the 

monthly lecture series organized by the Research and Publication Committee, Faculty of Social 

Sciences and Humanities of the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka on 23 rd March 2022. 

 

Prof. D.T. Mendis delivered a public lecture titled “New findings retrieved about Proto -historic 

settlements of the Middle Yan Oya Basin” at the MUSEO TALK lecture series, organized by the 

Department of National Museums - Sri Lanka, on 10th September 2022. 

Mr. Thilanka Siriwardana was a member of the discussion panel titled “The opportunities and 

challenges of the current crisis” of the particular webinar series 02, which was organized by the 

Research and Publication Committee, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata University 

of Sri Lanka on 23rd August 2022.  

Prof. P.B.N. Abeywardana delivered a public lecture titled “The practical applications of Geographic 

Information Systems for Heritage Sites; with special reference to Anuradhapura Site” under the 

MUSEO TALK lecture series, organized by the Department of National Museums - Sri Lanka, on 22nd 

October 2022. 

Senior Lecturer Mr. Chandima Ambanwala delivered a public lecture titled “Anuradhapura Citadel 

and Oldest Brahmi Inscriptions in Sri Lanka” as the 24 th online lecture, organized by the Archaeology 

Society of Sri Lanka, on 13th November 2022. 

Senior Lecturer Dr. W.M.T.B. Wijepala delivered a public lecture titled “Ancient metal technology of 

Sri Lanka and the Yodhawewa metalworking site” under the MUSEO TALK lecture series, organized 

by the Department of National Museums – Sri Lanka on 19th November 2022. 
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Department of Economics 

 

Book launching ceremony - Sustainability of Agriculture Settlement Schemes in the Dry Zone of Sri 

Lanka: Issues, Challenges, and Path ahead – A Collection of Empirical Works. 

Sustainability of Agriculture Settlement Schemes in the Dry Zone of Sri Lanka: Issues, Challenges, 

and Path ahead – A Collection of Empirical Works” Book Launching Ceremony was held at Faculty of 

Social Sciences and Humanities on 22nd March 2022, which was organized by Dept. of Economics, 

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. Prof. Sanjeewani Ginigaddara, Vice-Chancellor of the Rajarata 

University of Sri Lanka, graced the event as the Chief Guest. Prof. Aminda Methsila Perera, Wayamba 

University of Sri Lanka, delivered a review speech on the edited book. Prof. DT Mendis, Dean, Faculty 

of Social Sciences and Humanities graced the occasion. This book contains a collection of empirical 

works on various issues and challenges facing the agriculture settlement schemes  in Dry zone of Sri 

Lanka. It also discusses the alternative solutions existed in the empirical ground with appropriate 

theoretical illustrations. 

 

Establishment of Business Incubator Unit 

The Department of Economics established the Business Incubator Unit at the Faculty with the 

objective of inspiring the interest among final year (both BA Honors and B.A Degree Programs) 

undergraduates of the Faculty to take their first steps as entrepreneurs or start -up new business 

ventures upon graduation. In the long-run, this incubator will lead to develop and cultivate an 

entrepreneurial culture where Rajarata University of Sri Lanka can produce Small & Medium 

Enterprises (SMEs) in the regional economy and at the national level. Also, the unit closely works 

with the University Business Linkage (UBL) cell as well. During last year, the unit organized  
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a series of workshops for the undergraduates under different themes with the support of leading 

economists and businessmen in the country.  

Fourth workshop of the BIU on “How to identify business opportunities in the market?” 

Fourth workshop of the BIU on “How to identify business opportunities in the market” was 

conducted. 87 participants attended the workshop. Resource persons were Mr.Indika 

Niyadandupola, Chairman for, Wayamba Technical College, Wayamba Institute for Technology, 

Brilliance Auto Life, Auto Fasion Hybrid World. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Workshop on “Current economic crisis of SL and future of Graduates” 

 Fifth Workshop on ‘current economic crisis of SL and future of Graduates- how start the business 

after the graduation)’ of BIU  was conducted successfully. 67 students attended- resource persons 

were- Prof. Prasanna, Mr.Shiran Karunarathne, Mr.Buddhika, Prof.Bulankulama, Dr.Manoj also 

attended. 
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Workshop on educational challenges facing the undergraduate during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

By taking into account effects of Covid-19 on the University education, the Department of Economics 

organized a special lecture series to address the educational challenges faced by the undergraduates 

during the Covid-19 pandemic. Both internal and external academics contributed voluntarily in 

conducting the workshops and under the program, the department was able to successfully organize 

10 workshops.   

 

Field training – Dambulla dedicated economic centre and  Habarana area for second year students 

in BA Hons degree programme. 

 

CSR projects / Seminars 

Research & Publication Committee Special Webinar Series - zzj¾;udk w¾nqofha wjia:d yd 

wNsfhda.ZZ (Prof. RPIR Prasanna, Prof. SWGK Bulankulama, Prof. SKN Gamage, Mr. HABW 

Hettiarachchi) 

Seminar and Motivational for Economics at Royal International School- Kurunegala. (Mr. HABW 

Hettiarachchi) 
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Seminar on positive attitudes for students at Kumbukgahamulla Central College. (Mr. HABW 

Hettiarachchi) 

Resource person: Academic workshop for international students 2021-Huazhong University of 

Science and Technology-China. (Mrs. AMP Adhikari) 

Talk at the British Society for Parasitology Autumn Symposium 2022, Keele University, United 

Kingdom. (Ms. JMG Lalani) 

Resource person for "Webinar series" conducted by the School of the Life Sciences, Keele University, 

United Kingdom. (Ms. JMG Lalani) 

Conducted the Motivation lecture at Ipalogama Army training school for new officials. (Mr. HGKN 

Bandara) 

Conducted a workshop for school teachers of Vijitha Maha Vidyalaya Polonnaruwa. (Mr. HGKN 

Bandara) 

Guest lecture on Current Economic Crisis of Sri Lanka at Ipalogama Army training school with 

Bulankulama madam (Mr. HGKN Bandara) 

Workshop was conducted at Gomarankadawala School- Trincomale District. (Mr. HGKN Bandara) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

නැණ පවුර සම්මන්ත්‍රණ මාලාවේ ආර්ථික විද්‍යාව විෂය සඳහා හයවන ගුරු ධාරිතා සංවර්ථධන වැඩසටහන 2022. 

(Mr. HGKN Bandara) 

Workshop on prevention of drug addiction and positive attitudes- at Makuleewa school was 

organised by Hurigaswewa Police station. (Mr. HGKN Bandara) 

A workshop conducted for Teachers of Swarnapali National School – Anuradhapura on ‘Personal 

Development and positive thinking’ 
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A workshop was conducted for Assistant Lecturers - Faculty of SSH of Rajarata University. (Mr. HGKN 

Bandara) 

A workshops was conducted for Non-Academic Staff (MA & TO) of RUSL at SDC, RUSL. (Mr. HGKN 

Bandara) 

A workshop for G.C.E (A/L) Students 2022 was conducted at  Ibragimuwa National School - 

Galenbindunuwewa Central College. (Mr. HABW Hettiarachchi) 

Promotions 

Post of Senior Lecturer Grade 1 - Mrs. AMP Adhikari 

Awards 

Dean's Awards for Research Excellence-2022 - Researcher Having the Highest Number of Indexed 

Journal Articles in 2021 & Researcher Having the Highest Citations in the Department of Economics. 

(Prof. SKN Gamage) 

Researcher with the highest number of non-index peer- reviewed journal articles (Prof. SWGK 

Bulankulama) 

 

 

 

 

 

Vice Chancellor award: Researcher with highest citations- 3rd Place Top 20 Researchers of the 

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka for 2021 (Prof. SKN Gamage) 

Academic excellence Award for PhD Students 2021-Huazhong University of Science and Technology -

China (Mrs. AMP Adhikari) 

Young Investigators' Award of the APACPH 2020 Conference (Ms. JMG Lalani) 

The Best three departments of the faculty based on research achievements (Department of 

Economics - Second Place) 
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Department of Environmental Management 

 

Completion of 2nd Batch of Diploma in Environmental Management – 12th November 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workshops, Training Programs and Webinars  
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Launching Journal of Tropical Environment Volume II, Issue I – 1st June 2022 

The Journal of Tropical Environment, the official journal of the Department of Environmental 

Management launched on the 1st of June 2022 at the Faculty of Social Sciences & Humanities 

premises. The Environmental Management discipline covers contemporary environmental issues 

and problems and their management strategies. In view of that, the discipline encompasses natural 

sciences, social sciences, management, and philosophy when these disciplines address issues related 

to environmental management in addition to articles addressing directly environmental 

management issues. Accordingly, the Journal of Tropical Environment considers research articles 

that come under the above scope with a focus on the tropical environment. A broad range of 

research papers is presented in volume 2 issue I of 2022. Articles ensemble a group of issues related 

to the management of the Tropical Environment and it is expected to incorporate the findings into 

sustainable development efforts of relevant state and private sector development agencies.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of Environmental Management and 

Industrial Partner Organizations “Lighting up the future of the Undergraduates” 

The Department of Environmental Management of the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities of 

the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka signed the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the 

Green Building Council of Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka National Cleaner Production Centre, Janathakshan GTE 

Ltd, and Industrial Development Authority – North Central Province on 1st of July 2022.   

According to the memorandum of understanding, the Department of Environmental Management 

and partner organizations desire to establish a collaborative link to promote the areas of research, 

development, and training relevant to the field of Environmental Management and related areas. 

The main objective of this effort is to offer a six months industrial training for the final year students  

who are following Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Arts Honors Degree in Environmental 

Management in the Department of Environmental Management. In addition to that, the industrial 

training programme aims to integrate the students’ theoretical and conceptual knowledge with the 

world of work experience in Environmental Studies to improve their skills, positive attitudes, and 

mindset. The signing of MoUs with the industrial partners was coordinated by Dr. PSK.Rajapakshe, 

Head of the Department of Environmental Management. 



FSSH Newsletter 2022 Volume 01 Issue 01   P a g e  | 17 

 

 

 

Local and International Symposia 

The Second Environmental Management 

Undergraduate Research symposium 

(EMURS-RUSL) was successfully held on 

25th November 2022 with the 

participation of the Vice Chancellor, Dean 

of the Faculty, Academic and 

Nonacademic members, and students. 

Dr. Sisira Withanachchi gave the keynote 

speech.  
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 “Save Ozone - Save Earth” 

The Sarasavi Nature Club of the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka successfully conducted an Art 

Competition under the theme “Save Ozone - Save Earth” to commemorate World Ozone Day 

2022.  

It was conducted under the two age categories as Age between 08 - 17 and Age above 17. 

Nearly 60 artworks were received and the best artworks were selected under the two categories.  

Accordingly, 5 (five) best artworks were selected under the age below 08-17 category and 3 

(three) best artworks were selected under the age above 17 category. 

 

Winners of “Age 8-17” category 

 

Winners of “Age above 17” category  
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Promotions and New Appointments 

New Head of the Department - 18th July 2022  

 

Promoted to Senior Lecturer G I                                          Promoted to Senior Lecturer G II

 

Awards 

 

The Department of Environmental Management received the award for the Best Department in the 

Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities for the past 25 years by considering research excellence.  
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The Department of Environmental Management received the award for the Best Department in the 

Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities in the Dean’s Awards Ceremony on 29th November 2022.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. DMSLB Dissanayake received three awards in the Dean’s Awards Ceremony on 29th November 

2022 

• Most Outstanding Senior Researcher 

• Researcher having the highest h-index in the previous three years 

• Researcher having the highest number of citations in the previous three years  
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Prof. Manjula Ranagalage was selected for the Best 20 Researchers of the RUSL. The recognition 

ceremony of the “Top 20 Researchers of the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka for 2021” was held on 

13th September 2022 in the Auditorium, Administrative Building, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Manjula Ranagalage received six awards at  university and faculty level for the past 25 years by 

considering research excellence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

1. RUSL Excellence Awards for Researchers having the highest H-index, Rajarata University 

Awards Ceremony, 2021 

2. RUSL Excellence Awards for Researcher having the highest Citations, Rajarata University 

Awards Ceremony, 2021 
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3. Vice-Chancellors Awards for Most Outstanding Senior Researcher of Faculty of Social 

Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata University Awards Ceremony, 2021 

4. Vice-Chancellors Awards for Researcher (1st) have the highest citations of Faculty of Social 

Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata University Awards Ceremony, 2021 

5. Vice-Chancellors Awards for Researcher (1st) having the highest H-index of the Faculty of 

Social Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata University Awards Ceremony, 2021 

6. Vice-Chancellors Awards for researcher (1st) having published the highest number of 

indexed journal articles in the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata University 

Awards Ceremony, 2021 

 

Dr. DMSLB Dissanayake received five awards at university and faculty level for the past 25 years by 

considering research excellence.  

1. RUSL Excellence Awards for Researcher having the highest H-index, Rajarata University 

Awards Ceremony, 2021 

2. RUSL Excellence Awards for Researcher having the highest Citations, Rajarata University 

Awards Ceremony, 2021 

3. Vice-Chancellors Awards for Researcher (2nd) having the highest citations of Faculty of 

Social Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata University Awards Ceremony, 2021 

4. Vice-Chancellors Awards for Researchers (2nd) having the highest H-index of the Faculty of 

Social Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata University Awards Ceremony, 2021 

5. Vice-Chancellors Awards for Award for researchers (2nd) have published the highest 

number of indexed journal articles in the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata 

University Awards Ceremony, 2021 
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Department of English Language Teaching 

 

English Language Laboratory 

The English Language Laboratory of the 

Department of English Language Teaching 

assists students of the Faculty of Social Sciences 

and Humanities in improving the four skills - 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing - 

through the use of modern techniques in an 

engaging and challenging learning process. The 

AHEAD Program has provided the English 

Language Laboratory with high-quality modern 

equipment, including 35 Desktop Computers, 

one smartboard, Headphones and new 

furniture. 

 

English Night “The Night of Venus” 

The students of the academic year 2019/ 2020 organized an English Night ‘The Night of Venus’ on 

28th 0f February 2022 on virtual platform which was well attended by Deans, Heads of Departments 

Senior and Junior members of the academic staff and the students. The event showcased 

performances of students related to English Language skills.     
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Staff Training  

Under Activity 03 of AHEAD Project four workshops were conducted on Teaching Reading, Teaching 

writing, Curriculum Enriching and Testing. The workshops were conducted by Mohan 

Samaranayake, Senior Lecturer, Department of English Language Teaching, Wayamba University and 

Sarath Ananda, Senior Lecturer, Department of English Language Teaching, Sri Jayawardhanapura 

University. Senior and junior members of the Department of English Language Teaching gained 

much from the above workshops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fee levied Extension Programmes in English  

Advanced Certificate in English (Extension) 2022 / 2023 

A total of 307 candidates have got registered for the programme and currently following lectures 

during weekends. Employees in the private and public sectors and school leavers are benefited by 

the above programme.  

Diploma in English (Extension) 2022 / 2023 

Diploma in English Extension Programme is conducted during weekends via online mode and 

physically for employees in the private and public sectors and school leavers. A total of 780 

candidates have got registered for the programme and currently following lectures.   
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Department of Humanities 
 

Jaya Sri Maha Bodhiwansaya. (Prof.TGA Thalwatte, Mr.DJK Ihalagedara and Mr.MA.Prasad Kuamara) 

  

kd: foaj jkaokfha m%Njh yd úldYkh - 2022 (Prof.TGA Thalwatte) 

iuQmldr Kh fok jHdmdrfhys ft;sydisl miqìu - 2022 (Prof.TGA Thalwatte) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social determinants of health pave the path to maternal deaths in rural Sri Lanka: refections 

from social autopsies, Irangani et al. Reproductive Health (2022) 19:221 

https://doi.org/10.1186/s12978-022-01527-2 (Prof. MKL. Irangani) 

 

New Appointments and promotions 

Academic warden, New Somadevi Girls’ Hostel, RUSL - Prof. MKL. Irangani 

Media Director, Media Unit, Department of Humanities - Prof. Sena Nanayakkara 

Coordinator, Media Unit, Department of Humanities - Dr. Nandana Millagala 

Coordinator, Education Unit, Faculty of SSH - Prof. B.M.S. Bandara 

Confirmed Lecturers - Mr.MA.Prasad Kuamara, Mr.Asitha Mallawaarachchi, Mr.Nelanga        

Jayasingha 
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Workshops 

Organized a workshop for ‘Thinethra’ Inter University Short Film 

Competition held on 25th of July in 2022 - All Lecturers in Mass 

Communication contributed. 

 

 

 

 

 

A program to educate local residents in Kegalle District about the historical importance of 

Kappagoda Rajamaha Vihara was held on 2022.06.20 - Prof.TGA Thalwatte, Mr.DJK Ihalagedara and 

Mr.MA.Prasad Kuamara 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An awareness programme was conducted for students of Vihara Maha Devi Girls School   in Kandy 

on April 9, 2022 - Prof.TGA Thalwatte 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A workshop on Assessment and Evaluation was conducted at Bhikshu University, Anuradhapura on 

22.11.2022 - Dr. WKD. Keerthirathne 
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TV Programmes 

Poson Poda Bo Maluwa TV Programme - Prof.TGA Thalwatte 

Mahindagamana, Sri Maha Bodhi, and Our Culture: Poson Poda Bo Maluva TV Program, June 14, 

2022 - Mr.MA.Prasad Kuamara 

“Jathika Pasala” live T.V Program which was broadcast  by the Sri Lana Rupavahini Corporation for 

O/L students in 2022 - Prof. Sena Nanayakkara 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Media Unit was opened under the Department of Humanities 
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Local/ International Symposia/ Conferences 

A Study of Human Right Conception in Ancient Sri Lanka, Proceeding of the 1st National Research 

Symposium on Social Sciences and Humanities (NRSSSH-2022), Faculty of Social Sciences and 

Humanities, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, 2022 P.34 - W.A.L.P. Dilhara, Thusitha U. Dissanayaka. 

 

CSR projects / Seminars 

Professor Ajith Talwatta delivered a talk at the 

"Sanghamittabhivandana" workshop held on December 

10, 2022, to commemorate the 2330th anniversary of 

Sanghamitta Maha Rahat Theraniya's arrival in Ceylon  

 

Participated in the judging of the Sinhala Debating 

Competition at Lyceum International School - Mr. Prasanga Mabaranara (Temporary Lecturer) 

 

‘Hitha Newathuna Thena’ Radio Programme in Wayamba Radio, 25th of November in 2022  - Dr. 

Nandana Millagala 
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Kannangara Commemoration Lecture, Ministry of Education, Colombo. 2022. 10. 04 - Prof. BMS. 

Bandara 

Keynote speech - Wariyapola Sri Sumangala Vidyalaya student leader official insignia ceremony, 

Wariyapola Sri Sumangala Vidyalaya, 2022. 08. 26 - Dr. WKD. Keerthirathne 

The second lecture of the monthly lecture series organized by the Research and Publication 

Committee, Faculty of SSH, was delivered by Mr.DMTUK Dissanayaka on "Historical Perspective on 

Politics and Civil Rights in Ancient Sri Lanka.", May 04, 2022 - Mr. DMTUK Dissanayaka 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teachers’ attitudes Development Programme, Mahamankadawala Maha Vidyalaya, Katukaliawa 

Maha Vidyalaya, 09/17/2022 - Mr.HGC. Sampath 

World Children's Day Commemorative Lecture Mudunegama Maha Vidyalaya - Talawa, 10/01/2022 

- Mr.HGC. Sampath 

Capacity Development Program (for Parents and School Development Society Officers) Katukaliawa 

Maha Vidyalaya 10/23/2022 - Mr.HGC. Sampath 
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Department of Information Technology 

 

The inauguration of the Department of Information Technology  

The Department of Information Technology is the 8th Department in the Faculty, The inauguration 

of the department was held on 18th of August 2022 at the Faculty Computer lab with the presence 

of the Dean of the faculty, Prof. D.T. Mendis and all academic staff members of the faculty. Ms. 

L.N.A.B.M. Nissanka Lecturer (probationary in Computing) was appointed as the Lecturer-In Charge 

of the new Department. Considering the fact that, imparting IT skills to complement the 

undergraduate study programs for students in Arts streams is important to improve the 

employability of Arts graduates, the department wishes to facilitate all the undergraduates in the 

faculty to obtain a Diploma in IT (DIT, UCSC). The students who obtain Diploma in IT will be able to 

serve in a wide range of occupations where their IT skill can be put into good use. 

The main aim of the establishment of IT department in the faculty is to enhance the employability 

of the undergraduates studying at the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata University 

of Sri Lanka. Students will also be able to obtain a Diploma in IT in addition to their chosen 

specialization in Humanities/ Social Sciences. This additional qualification and gained IT skills will 

definitely make an improvement on the percentage of graduates who are employed, as well as their 

median salary. The establishment of IT department will also strengthen the IT infrastructure in the 

Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities. The department is gradually progressing and improving. 
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Department of Languages 
 

Workshops on French Gastronomy 

Workshop on French Gastronomy and a French food Demonstration were organized by Ms. STHP 

Samarasinghe and Ms. Sewmini Rathnayake; Lecturers in French of the Department of languages of 

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka on 22nd of March 2022 under the guidance of the Head of the 

Department Prof. Ven. Olaganwatte Chandasiri Thero. These workshops were respectively held at 

the Main IT center and at the Model Kitchen and restaurant of the Department of Tourism and 

Hospitality management studies of Faculty of Management studies of Rajarata University of Sri 

Lanka. The workshops were conducted by Ms. Sarah Toucas; Director Alliance Française de Kandy 

and Ms. Célias Bourhis; teacher in French at Alliance Française de Kandy for the French 

undergraduates to enhance their awareness on the French gas tronomy. Ven.G. Uparathana Thero, 

Senior lecturer of the 

 

Department of Languages donated Rs: 25,000.00 for the event. The Vice Chancellor of Rajarata 

University of Sri Lanka, Prof. (Mrs.) Sanjeewani Ginigaddara, the Deans of the Faculty of Social 

Sciences and Humanities and the 

Faculty of Management studies, all the 

Heads and academic members of the 

Faculty of Social Sciences and 

Humanities and the Head of the 

Department of Tourism and 

Hospitality management studies of 

Faculty of Management studies 

including lecturer responsible of the 

Model Kitchen graced the event to 

enjoy this cultural experience. 
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Weekly webinars of the programme “වින්ත්‍ද්‍නීය ජිවිතයකට මඟක්'' 

The Head of the Department of Languages Prof. Ven. Olaganwatte Chandasiri Thero initiated the 

programme “වින්ත්‍ද්‍නීය ජිවිතයකට මඟක්'' during the COVID-19 pandemic period and conducted an 

online webinar series every week. This programme is still an on-going programme organised by the 

Department of Languages.  The programme spreads a positive reputation regarding the department 

proving the fact that it does not only conduct intellectual events for its members, but for outsiders 

too. The purpose of this programme was to enhance public mental health in order to direct people 

to a stress free life during the pandemic. The Head of the Department was able to introduce very 

famous psychologists, musicians, singers, music composers, writers, lyricists, music critics and 

Professors and senior lecturers from different fields of study to educate and entertain the public.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FSSH Newsletter 2022 Volume 01 Issue 01   P a g e  | 34 

“Diya Keta Pahana” Creation and Literary Criticism Awards – 2022 

The award ceremony of the creativity and literary criticism competition “Diya Keta Pahana Mangala 

Diyawara 2022” organized by the Department of Languages, Faculty of Social Sciences and 

Humanities, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka was successfully held at the Open Air Theatre of Rajarata 

University of Sri Lanka on 22nd March 2022, with the participation of Prof. (Mrs.) G.A.Sanjeewani 

Ginigaddara, Vice Chancellor of Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, all the  Deans of the University, all 

the Heads of the departments of the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, lecturers, students 

and the invited guests, Mr. Sathischandra Edirisinghe, Mr. Rodney Warnakula and Visharada Thissa 

Jayawardhene. The live final round of the “Diya Keta Pahana” singing competition was held on this 

night and Prabhashi Mandheera, an undergraduate of Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, 

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka won the award while Sahan Aravinda and Saman Jayathunga, 

undergraduates of Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata University of Sri Lank a won 

the second and third places respectively. 
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Book Launch of Undergraduates of the Department of Languages – 2022 

A book launching program of undergraduates of the Department of Languages, Faculty of Social 

Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka was successfully held at the Convocation 

Hall, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka on 22nd March 2022 with the invited guests Mr. Sathischandra 

Edirisinghe and Mr. Rodney Warnakula, the Dean and lecturers of the Faculty of Social Sciences and 

Humanities, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. The novel “Chelam” and the poetry collection 

“Ambapalita Pipunu Mal” of Bhavantha Pramod Chandrarathna, an undergraduate of the 

Department of Languages, and the short stories collection “Kenimandala” of Thilanga Dharshana 

Dissanayake, an undergraduate of the Department of Languages were launched at this event.  
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Renovation of the library of Kahapathwilagama Maha Vidyalaya, Galkulama, Anuradhapura 

Under the instructions of the Head of the Department of Languages Prof. Ven. Olaganwatte 

Chandasiri Thero, and the co-ordination of Charuka Weerarathna; Temporary Lecturer in Japanese 

and all the other members of the Department of Languages renovated a library for the students of 

Kahapathwilagama Maha Vidyalaya, Galkulama, Anuradhapura under the community service 

project of the department. This school is located in a remote area in Galenbindunuwewa under 

Mihinthale educational division. It offers classes from grade 1 to 11 and has reported the best GCE 

(O/L) examination results of Galenbindunuwewa educational zone. There are about 95 students and 

18 teachers in this school. On 27th April 2022, the Department members visited the school and 

discussed the renovation of the library. Books and stationery were purchased with the funds 

received. The Department of Languages completed the project in August 2022.  
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The 1st Undergraduate Research Symposium on Language and Culture 

The 1st undergraduate research symposium on language and culture organized by the Department 

of Languages, Faculty of Social Science and Humanities was held online under the patronage of the 

Vice Chancellor, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka Prof. (Mrs.) Sanjeewani Ginigaddara on 10th 

February 2022. The theme was “Reach Excellence through Language and Cultural Learning. Emeritus 

Professor J. B. Dissanayake was the Keynote Speaker and Dr. Nilmini Dayananda was the Symposium 

Chair. The Coordinator of the symposium was Mr. Bhawantha Pramod Chandrarathna. The tracks of 

the symposium were language and culture, language and society, language and dialects, language 

and socio-cultural differences, language and Anthropology, language and Epigraphy, language and 

Linguistics, Literature and Aesthetics, Folk drama, Drama and Literature, Literature and Criticism, 

inter-cultural Communication and language and Translation. 55 abstracts out of 181 were selected 

to present at the symposium. 
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Opening of Japanese Language Laboratory 

The Japanese language laboratory of the Faculty of social sciences and Humanities was declared 

open on 31st January 2022 by Mr Kawakami Takayuki the councillor  of embassy of Japan to Sri Lanka  

together with Prof. (Mrs) G.A.Sanjeewani Ginigaddara; the Vice Chancellor of Rajarata University of 

Sri Lanka in the presence of Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities; Prof D.T.Mendis, 

Head of thr Department of Languages, Prof. Ven. Olaganwatte Chandasiri Thero. 

The Japanese language lab was established with the grant offered by the Embassy of Japan to Sri 

Lanka, under the grant assistance for cultural grassroots project of Japan and the total amount of 

grant received was of 70, 139 USD (Rs. 12,211,146.00) for the project. 

The Language Laboratory facility will be used to create a future - ensured Arts graduates, promote 

Japanese language education under the concept of “Japanese for All”, facilitate all the language 

learners with modern technological tools to improve their language skills and abilities, attract more 

Japanese language learners from the outside, develop more international opportunities and 

exposures to the entire University. 
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Research grants for the students of the Department of Languages 

Sasana Ladies Section of Buddhist Maha Vihara, Brickfields, Malaysia has decided to donate funds 

for the research grants of the students who do the final research at the Department of Languages, 

Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. The research grants will 

be awarded a few selected talented students who are facing financial difficulties in completing their 

final research by the way of project paper or thesis due to the current situation in the country by 

Ladies Section of Sasana Abiwurdhiwardhan Society at Buddhist Maha Vihara. RM3000 in Malaysian 

currency which is equivalent to Rs.200000.00 will be donated to the Department of Languages. The 

Department will call for applications to select the suitable students. The program will run in 

accordance with the instructions by Prof. Ven. Olaganwatte Chandasiri Thero, the Head of the 

Department of Languages. 

 

Hindi scholarships by Government of India 

Two undergraduates of BA Degree program; Ms. P.M. Nishani Darshika and Ms.Avya Sandali of 

Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities received the prestigious Hindi scholarship given by 

Government of India for the first time. In June 2022, both the students have successfully completed 

their one year Hindi language proficiency course and then joined to continue their studies in the 

Faculty. This has provided them an opportunity to study at the Central Hindi Institute, Agra, India in 

a native environment to understand the nuances of culture and language. They were awarded the 

certificates with Grade A and B+ respectively. This scholarship was given by the Government of India 

to Department of Languages within one year after initiating Hindi language for the B.A Degree 

programme of the Faculty of Social sciences and Humanities of Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. 

 

Department Journal of Language and Culture-TJOLC December 2021  

The Department of Languages published the Volume I, issue 

I and II of the Department Journal of Language and Culture 

in December 2021 under the guidance of the editor in chief 

of the journal Prof. Wasantha K. Dissanayake. This journal is 

a multi-disciplinary, peer-reviewed, bi-annual journal of the 

Department. The aims and scopes of the journal are to 

publish academic researches on language and culture for the 

benefit of national development and international 

collaboration as well as to promote and support the 

conservation, development and revitalization of language 

and culture. The Vice chancellor of the University Prof. (Mrs.) 

Sanjeewani Ginigaddara, the Dean of the Faculty of Social 

sciences and Humanities, the Head of the Languages 

supported immensely for the success of the journal. The 

panel reviewers, all authors, members of the administrative 

staff, the non-academic staff and all staff of the Department 

supported to make this journal a success. 
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Comprehensive proposal for the development of the Department of Languages 

The Department has identified the timely needed potentials and prepared a detailed proposal to 

provide a service driven with the aims of opening up both national and international opportunities 

to the undergraduates and contributing to the economic growth of Sri Lanka. The objective of this 

proposal is to discuss at length, the strengths and opportunities already at the Department, the 

human and physical resources that are yet to be acquired, the sectors that require further progress, 

and the problems and challenges that are confronted on the road to success. Further, the expansion 

of both the Department of Languages and the extension of the services provided by it, rendering its 

support to the tourism industry by modifying the tourism based courses and thereby contributing 

to the economic growth of the country, building partnerships with the tourism industry and foreign 

universities, increasing the employability of students by improving the communication skills along 

with other skills of the students, enhancing the quality of the staff, enhancing the research capacity 

of the department, and placing the university at a higher rank as far as university ranking is 

concerned and also the activity plan which is divided into short term, middle term  and long term to 

serve these purposes are extensively discussed in the proposal. The Department of Languages of the 

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka aims to achieve these goals within a period of five years. 

 

The Department Facebook page and You tube Channel 

The Department of Languages initiated the Department Facebook page and You tube Channel under 

the guidance of the Head of the Department in order to socialize the events organized by the 

Department. Currently the total number of followers of both the pages are being increased and all 

the updated events and official news of the Department will be uploaded by the lecturer -in charge 

for both the pages. 

 

 

 

 



FSSH Newsletter 2022 Volume 01 Issue 01   P a g e  | 41 
 

On-going Department research on Feasibility Study on the Implementation of Hybrid Learning for 

the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities of Rajarata University of Sri Lanka 

Due to the immense spread of the COVID-19 virus, many educational institutions adopted blended 

learning method to limit the disruption of the education. Nevertheless, switching from traditional 

classroom and face-to face instructor training to computer-based training in a virtual classroom 

makes the learning experience entirely different for students. Therefore, to overcome the difficulties 

encounters by teachers and students during this online teaching method, the Department started 

to conduct a feasibility study on the implementation of hybrid learning for the faculty to facilitate 

the learning and the teaching process. The objective of this study is to synthesize the available 

evidence and suggestions in literature to understand emerging issues and challenges in 

implementing such frameworks and to offer a combination of recommendations or lessons learnt 

from the blended learning experience. The data collection process is being still continuing to find 

accurate data to support the data analysis and the discussion. The Head of the Department and all 

the academic members of the Department actively participate in the research to make this a success. 

 

Building up partnerships with the JICA volunteer organization  

JICA volunteer Coordinator; Ms Miya Kataya and JICA Sri 

Lanka senior Officer- Volunteer program; Mr Chaminda 

Ranasinghe visited Rajarata University of Sri Lanka on 

10th November 2022. A very fruitful discussion was held 

between RUSL and JICA regarding the development of 

Japanese language education in the Department of 

Languages, RUSL. JICA conducted a fact-finding survey 

before assigning a volunteer lecturer to the Department 

of languages in the future and responded positively on 

their plan. The two representatives had a courtesy visit to the vice chancellor of RUSL, Prof. (Mrs.) 

G.A.S. Ginigaddara. Ven. Prof Olaganwatte Chandrasiri, Ms Nimesha Dayarathne, Lecturer in 

Japanese language were also present at this event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New appointments and promotions 
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Ven. Dr. Olaganwatte Chandasiri Thero, the Head of the Department 
of Languages of Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities of Rajarata 
University of Sri Lanka has been promoted to the post of Professor in 

Sinhala. 

 

 

Awards 

The Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities organized the Dean’s Awards ceremony for Research 

Excellence for the first time on 29th of November 2022 in order to appreciate and encourage the 

researchers of the faculty. On this memorable day, the Head of the Department of Languages Rev. 

Prof. Olaganwatte Chadasiri Thero was awarded with the Dean Award for the Researcher with the 

highest number of citations in the Department of Languages during the past three years. The award 

was given by Dr. Prabath Ekanayake, the Dean of the Faculty of Arts of University of Peradeniya. 

Further, Dr. Nilmini Dayananda, Senior Lecturer in Sinhala of the Department of Languages was 

awarded the Researcher with the highest number of books and chapters in 2022. The award was 

given by Prof. Thusitha Mendis, the Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities of Rajarata 

University of Sri Lanka. 
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Department of Social Sciences 
Internship Programmes 

Department of Social Sciences has signed MOUs between Sri Lanka International Development 
Organization (SLIDO), Badulla, Adithya Hospital, Anuradhapura and Sigiriya Resort by Thilanka, 

Sigiriya. By the end of 2022 Department of Social Sciences wishes to sign MOUs with Safe Sri Lanka 
and United Nations Sri Lanka. 
 

MOU with Voice Area Federation 

Memorandum of Understanding between Rajarata University of Sri Lanka on behalf of Department 
of Social Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities and VOICE Area Federation, Sri Lanka 

was signed on 27th  of April, 2022 with the participation of Honorable Vice Chancellor of Rajarata 
University of Sri Lanka, Professor Sanjeewanie Ginigaddara, Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences and 
Humanities, Professor D Thusitha Mendis, Head, Department of Social Sciences, Professor E.M.S. 
Ekanayake, on behalf of Rajarata University of Sri Lanka and Mr. H.M.Wasantha Pushpakumara, the 
Chief Executive Officer of Voice Area Federation Mr. U.G. Wasantha Wijenayaka and Mr. Ruwan 

Pothpitiyage, the Program Managers on behalf of VOICE Area Federation, Sri Lanka. 

According to the memorandum of understanding, the Department of Social Sciences and VOICE Area 
Federation desire to establish a collaborative link between the two institutions to promote the areas 
of research, development, and training relevant to the subject fields of Sociology and Social Sciences 
as the main objective of this effort to offer an internship for six months for Bachelor of Arts, 

Sociology Honors Degree undergraduates of the Department of Social Science. Further internship 
training program is to integrate the students’ theoretical and conceptual knowledge with the world 

of work experience in Development sector and mindset. 

On the occasion, Professor E.M.S. Ekanayake introduced the objectives and the vision of this effort 
and there after Mr. H.M.Wasantha Pushpakumara, introduced the VOICE Area Federation, its duties 

and vision and how they serve the Sri Lankan society and how they br ings solutions to the 
contemporary social issues. Then, Vice Chancellor of Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Professor 
Sanjeewanie Ginigaddara highlighted the importance of the internships and industrial trainings for 
Social Science students and she highly appreciated this effort which help to change the mindset of 
the undergraduates on career aspirations, desires and building the essential skills expect ed by the 
modern world. Professor D. Thusitha Mendis highlighted the need of internships for the social 

science students and how the social sciences can address the current societal needs and issues. Mr. 
U.G. Wasantha Wijenayaka and Mr. Ruwan Pothpitiyage also shared their experiences and 
emphasize the importance of the internship and 
contribution of the social science students to 
upcoming challenges of the Sri Lanka. The 
Memorandum of Understanding between Rajarata 

University of Sri Lanka on behalf of Department of 
Social Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences and 
Humanities and VOICE Area Federation was signed 
by the respective parties and both of the parties 
agreed to continue this bond and understanding to 
serve from their cream of the cream to the Sri 

Lankan society and country. 
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Parliamentary Internship 

An internship program for students of Department of Social Sciences, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka 

at the Parliament of Sri Lanka, which NDI is supporting through internal placements of up to six 

months at the Parliament was introduced for 2023 and Ms. Yashoda Thennakoon, Ms. K.M.P.C. 

Dewthilini, Ms. A.M.S.K. Abeysinghe and Ms. Prasadhi Nimasha were selected for the internship 

programme through an interview held on 14 th of November 2022. National Democratic Institute 

(NDI) conducts the Inclusive Participatory Processes Project (IPP): Parliamentary Internship Program 

with the collaboration of The International Republican Institute (IRI) and The International 

Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES).  

Symposium - NRSDSS 2023 

The very first National Research Symposium - 

Department of Social Sciences 2023 will be held on 

25th of January, 2023 organized by Department of 

Social Sciences, Faculty of Social Sciences and 

Humanities of Rajarata University of Sri Lanka under 

the theme “Exploring the Challenges in Human 

Values for Sustainable Society”. This is a golden 

opportunity for national researchers to share their 

knowledge, experiences, and outcomes of research, 

and contribute to disseminate valuable, innovative 

findings to a well-read audience.  Dr. George H.I. 

Cooke and Dr. Pavithra Jayawardhana are supposed 

to make Key note speeches.  
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Research  

Department of Social Sciences has conducted a research on “The study on nature of substance abuse 

in Sri Lanka” and received a Grant from Research and Publication Committee, Rajarata University of 

Sri Lanka. The key assumptions and findings which the researchers would like to accomplish through 

this research will be significant for the policy making process pertaining to control and prevention 

of substance abuse in selected contexts considering the environmental and geographical factors and 

specific features existing in the particular areas. These  research findings can be used broadly for the 

proper awareness and education of law enforcement officials and community about the nature of   

substance abuse and vulnerable opportunities prevailing in such areas which may cause to prevent 

and control of being victimized of substance abuse. 

Promotions 

Ms. Deepika Gamage has been promoted as a Senior Lecturer Grade II in November, 2022.  

Awards 

Prof EMS Ekanayake, Head, Department of Social Sciences won the award for highest Citations - 
Department of Social Sciences, at the Dean’s Awards for Research Excellence - 2022, Faculty of Social 
Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka which held on 29th November 2022. Prof. 

EMS Ekanayake obtained his Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degree in Sociology with a Second Class 
Upper Division from University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka in 2001. There after Prof. Ekanayaka had 
completed his Masters of Philosophy (M.Phil.) in Sociology and later he had pursued a Doctoral 
Study under a Scholarship offered by the Chinese Government. He had obtained his Ph.D. from 
Central China Normal University and had awarded as the “Excellent International Student Award” 
by Central China Normal University and recruited as a visiting lecturer at the School of Sociology, 

Central China Normal University in 2017. Prof. Ekanayake has published a significant number of peer 
review index journal articles, conference publications, Book Chapters and Books. His major research 
disciplines include Ethnic studies, Criminology, Social theory, Environmental sociology, SMEs sector. 
His recent most scholarly engagement involves working as a reviewer international peer-reviewed 
indexed journal. In addition, he works as an Editorial Board Member in the several international 

index journals. 

Mrs. TGD Udayakanthi, Senior Lecturer of Department of Social Sciences won the Award for Best 
Young Researcher 2022 at the Dean’s Awards for Research Excellence – 2022, Faculty of Social 
Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka which held on 29th November 2022. Mrs. 
TGD Udayakanthi has completed her Bachelors in Sociology and Masters in Social Science in 
Sociology from University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka and currently reading her PhD under University of 

Kelaniya, Sri Lanka. Gender and Development, Social Issues, War and Migration studies and Women 
studies are her major research areas. She has published a number of research articles, journals and 

publications in last year and recently published on Women Mobilization in Sri Lanka.   
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Recruitments  

Department of Social Sciences has recruited new members as temporary lecturers to enrich the 

academic capacity of the department and Mr. Susith Siriwardhana, Ms. Pavithra Wickramage and 

Mr. Ishara Rajapaksha have been recruited as Temporary lecturers in Sociology and Mr. Pathum 

Niwantha has been recruited as a Temporary Lecturer in Criminology.  

 

 

 

 

Ms. Sulakkhana Gamage was recruited as the Management 

Assistant of Department of Social Sciences. 
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Research and Publication committee 
 
Professor Promotion Appreciation Ceremony - 04.01.2022 
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Professor Promotion Appreciation Ceremony - 03.06.2022 

 

Professor Promotion Appreciation Ceremony - 26.10.2022 
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Scholarships Awarding Ceremony – 30th May 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FSSH Newsletter 2022 Volume 01 Issue 01   P a g e  | 50 

Scholarships Awarding Ceremony - 30th May 2022 

 

Monthly Lecture Series  
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Research & Publication Committee Special Webinar Series 

 

Dean’s Awards for Research Excellence in 2022 
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1st National Symposium on Social Sciences and Humanities (NRSSSH 2022) – 29th November 2022   
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1st National Symposium on Social Sciences and Humanities (NRSSSH 2022) – 29th November 2022 
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Professor Promotions in the faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities 

Prof. RPIR Prasanna  

Professor in Economics 
 

Department of Economics 

 
 

 

Prof. DSW Gunawardene 

Professor in Sociology 
 

Department of Social Science 

 

Prof. Manjula Ranagalage 

Professor in Environmental 

Management 
 

Department of Environmental 

Management 

 

Ven. Prof. Olaganwatte 

Chandasiri Thero  

Professor in Sinhala 
 

Department of Languages 

 

 

Prof. SKN Gamage 

Professor in Economics 
 

Department of Economics  
 

 

 

Prof. EMS Ekanayake 

Professor in Sociology & 

Criminology 
 

Department of Social Science 

 
 
Prof. TGA Thalwatta 

Professor in History 
 

Department of Humanities 

 
 

 
Prof. MKL Irangani 

Professor in History 
 

Department of Humanities 

 

Prof. PBN Abeywardana 

Professor in Archaeology 
 

Department of Archaeology 

and Heritage Management 
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Publications  

The book “Dena Vihara Watha” 

which Prof. Thusitha Mendis  

authored, the Dean of the Faculty of 

Social Sciences and Humanities of the 

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka is also 

a Professor of the Department of 

Archaeology and Heritage 

Management, was published online 

on the 8th October 2022. This book 

compiles new data on the condition 

of the Jetavanarama temple site in 

the pre-Jetavanarama period, 

contemporary constructions and 

interventions, and renovations 

during and after the colonial period. 

 

First issue of Vol. (1) of the department journal – Rajarata Journal of Economic Review was released 

in May 2022. 

 

Policy Briefs 2020 (ISSN 2827-7376) – Volume 1 of the Policy Briefs was issued in May 2022.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abstract Collection – (ISSN 2827-7368) – Volume 1 of the Abstract Collection was published in May 

2022
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The Journal of Studies in Humanities, 2018 Vol. IV No. I, 2019 Vol. V No I &II (Prof. MKL. Irangani, 

DJK. Ihalagedara) 

The Journal of Studies in Humanities, 2020 Vol. VI No. I & II (Prof. Ajith Talwathta, Dr. Keerthirathna) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marasinghe, S. A., Sun, Y., Hou, J., Wang, P., Zhang, Q., & Norbäck, D. (2022). Validity of 

questionnaire survey in evaluating residence's characteristics, and dampness in contemporary 

human dwellings in Tianjin, China. Science and Technology for the Built Environment, (just-

accepted), 1-15. 

Zhang, X., Dong, X., Liu, F., Lv, T., Wu, Z., & Ranagalage, M. (2023). Spatiotemporal dynamics of 

ecological security in a typical conservation region of southern China based on catastrophe theory 

and GIS. Environmental Monitoring and Assessment, 195(1), 1-17. 

Maduranga UGD, Edirisinghe M, Alahacoon N, Ranagalage M. Spatiotemporal Variability of Lightning 

Activity over the Railway Network in Sri Lanka with Special Attention to the Proposed Suburban 

Railway Electrification Network. Infrastructures. 2022; 7(7):92 

Vitanage, M., Bandara, PC., Novo, LAB., Kumar, A., Ambade, B., Navvendrakumar, G.,  Ranagalage, 

M., Maganaarachchi, DN. (2022). Deposition of trace metals associated with atmospheric particulate 

matter: Environmental fate and health risk assessment. Chemosphere, 303, 135051. 

Sarif, M.o;  Ranagalage, M., Gupta, R.D., and Murayama, Y. (2022). Monitoring Urbanization Induced 

Urban Cool Island Formation in a South Asian Mega-City: A Case Study of Bengaluru, India (1989–

2019). Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution. 10: 1–17. 

Dhanapala, L., Gunarathna, M. H. J. P., Kumari, M. K. N., Ranagalage, M., Sakai, K., & Meegastenna, 

T. J. (2022). Towards Coupling of 1D and 2D Models for Flood Simulation—A Case Study of Nilwala 

River Basin, Sri Lanka. Hydrology, 9(2), 17. 

Department Journals
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Alahacoon, N., Edirisinghe, M., Simwanda, M., Perera, E. N. C., Nyirenda, V. R., & Ranagalage, M. 

Rainfall Variability and Trends over the African Continent Using TAMSAT Data (1983–2020): Towards 

Climate Change Resilience and Adaptation. Remote Sensing, 2022, 14(1), 96. 

Chandasiri, Ven. O., (2022) An Analysis of the Sri Lankan Buddhist Monk during the British Colonial 

Period. The International Journal of Humanities & Social studies.  

Vol 10 Issue 10. DOI No.: 10.24940/theijhss/2022/v10/i10/HS2210-024 

චන්ත්‍ද්‍සිරි. පූජ්‍ය ඔ., (2022). 19 වන ශතවර්ථෂය තුළ වැලිවිට අසරණ සරණ සරණංකර හිමියන්ත්‍වේ ශිෂය 

පරම්පරාවේ ශාසනික හා ශාසරීය ක්‍රියාකාරිත්වය. Shakyasimha Pubrabhinanda. Nelligala International 

Buddhist Centre.  

Dissanayake, D.M.W.K., Understanding Arts and Social Cultural Anthropological Aspects of 17th and 

19th Centuries Sri Lanka through the Tampita Vihara arty-crafty (North Central Province). 1st 

National Research Symposium on Social Sciences and Humanities 2022, Rajarata University of Sri 

Lanka. Paper ID NRSSSH 012. 

Kumari, M.T.C.H., (2022). An experimental study on indigenous knowledge basis used for the 

protection of nature through animal folklore. 1st National Research Symposium on Social Sciences 

and Humanities 2022, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. Paper ID NRSSSH 096. 

ද්‍යානන්ත්‍ද්‍ , එම්.ජී.එන්ත්‍., (2022). වපාවළාන්ත්‍නරු යුගවේ ගද්‍ය කෘති තුළින්ත්‍ වහළිවන සිංහල භාෂාවේ සරවරූපය, 

ප්‍රවර්ථතන. වකාළඹ වර්ථගු ව ෞද්ධ සංගමය. (p 276-297). 

ද්‍යානන්ත්‍ද්‍ , එම්.ජී.එන්ත්‍., පූජ්‍ය ධම්ම්ිත්ති, ජී., පූජ්‍ය විමලවජ්‍ෝති, එම්., තල්වත්ත, ඒ( .සංසර)., (2022). මූලාශ්‍රය 

හා සකුන්ත්‍තලා නාටකය, ශාකය පුරාභිනන්ත්‍ද්‍න ද්‍ම්රුවන්ත්‍ සාර සංග්‍රහය, මහනුවර. ජ්‍ාතයන්ත්‍තර ව ෞද්ධ 

මධයසරථානය. (pp 491-505). 

Samarasinghe, S.T.H.P., (2022). The Problem-based Learning (PBL) approach as a learning method 

to enhance writing skills of French as a foreign language learners.  1st National Research Symposium 

on Social Sciences and Humanities 2022, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka . Paper ID NRSSSH 097. 

Dayarathne, P.N.N.D., (2022). The Role of Google translate in Technical translation, a comparative 

study on Google Translate and Manual translate with special reference to Japanese and Sinhala. 1st 

National Research Symposium on Social Sciences and Humanities 2022, Rajarata University of Sri 

Lanka. Paper ID NRSSSH 010. 

Dayarathne P.N.N.D., & Weerarathne, J.M.C., (2022). Guide to Japanese literature - Nihon bungaku 

gaido( Ed.),Vidyalankara press. 

Dayarathne P.N.N.D., Rathnayake D., Munakata M., Jayathilake H.M.T.D.K., Nuwansiri I.P., (2022) , 

kokosei no tameno Kaiwade manabu nihon bunka(Ed.), Vidyalankara press  

Chandrarathne, G.B.P., (2022). ශ්‍රී ලාංවක්ය ිතුල් පැණි කර්ථමාන්ත්‍තය ආශ්‍රිත වගාඩනැගී ඇති උපභාෂා 

සංසරකෘතිය පිළි ඳ විමර්ථශනාත්මක අධයයනයක්. Undergraduate Research Symposium on Language and 

Culture., Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. Paper ID 017. 
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Chandrarathne, G.B.P., (2022). මිහින්ත්‍තලා වසල්ලිපි තුළින්ත්‍ වහළිවන තත්කාලීන සමාජ්‍ ආර්ථික පසුබිම 

පිළි ඳ  විමර්ථශනාත්මක අධයයනයක්. Undergraduate Research Symposium on Language and Culture., 

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. Paper ID 025. 

Chandrarathne, G.B.P., (2022). වචලම්. ISBN 978- 624- 98174- 0- 1 

Nissanka, L.N.A.B.M., Ranasinghe, R.A.N.N., (2022) A conceptual model of student satisfaction in 

online learning in Sri Lankan state universities, National Research Symposium Faculty of Social 

Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata Umiversity of Sri Lanka. Paper ID 095. 

Ekanayake E.M.S, Jayasundara J.M.S.B.,.Rajapakshe P.S.K,.Senadheera P.S.R and.Prasanna R.P.I.R., 

(2022), Economic, Social, And Environmental Determinants Of Colonized Poverty In Sri Lanka: 

Evidence From Huruluwewa Agriculture Colonization Scheme In Anuradhapura District , Department 

of Economics, Faculty of Social Sciences, Rajarata University Sri Lanka. 

Ekanayake E.M.S, Senadheera P.S.R,  .Gunarathne S.P,.Udayakanthi T.D.G, and  Prasanna 

R.P.I.R.,(2022), Why Is The Youngest Generation In Agriculture Colonization Schemes Less Interested 

In Continuing With Farming? Empirical Evidence From The Huruluwewa Agriculture Colonization 

Schemes In Sri Lanka, Department of Economics, Faculty of Social Sciences, Rajarata University Sri 

Lanka. 

Siriwardhane P, Ekanayake E.M.S,, and Prasanna R.P.I.R, (2022), Personal Motivations Of Residents 

Who Use Moonshine In Agriculture Settlement Schemes: A Qualitative Study, Department of 

Economics, Faculty of Social Sciences, Rajarata University Sri Lanka. 

Niwantha H.P., Siriwardhana W.S.N and Ekanayake E.M.S (2022), Preventing The Menace Of 

Substance Abuse:Suggestions By The Youth Of Sri Lanka,  International Symposium on Drug-Related 

Studies, National Dangerous Drugs Control Board 

Upulwehera J M H M, Liyanage D Y H, Bandara K B T U K, Lalani J M G, Gamage S K N, Rajapakshe P 

S K, Ekanayake E.M.S, Jayasundara J M S B and Prasanna R P I R, (2022), Preparedness And Relative 

Opinions Of The Owners Of Agro-Based Businesses To Attain Institutional Support To Face Global 

Challenges: A Case Of Sri Lankan SMES, Sri Lanka Journal of Economic Research Volume 9(2) 

 

Upulwehera J M H M,. Senadheera P.S.R, Gamage S K N, Rajapakshe P S K, Ekanayake E.M.S, 

Jayasundara J M S B and Prasanna R P I R, (2022), Sustainability Of The Women-Led SMES In The 

Economic Competition In Sri Lanka: Does Financial Literacy Matter?, Sri Lanka Journal of Economic 

Research Volume 9(2) 

Upulwehera J M H M,. Weerasinghe K. P. W. D. R., Gamage S K N, Rajapakshe P S K, Ekanayake E.M.S, 

Jayasundara J M S B and Prasanna R P I R, (2022), Readiness Of SMES For Addressing The 

Sustainability Challenges By Establishing The Environmental Managementsystem: In The Case Of The 

Sme Sector In Sri Lanka,  1st International Research Symposium on Management 2022 
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Gunawardane, D. S. W., (2022), “the socio-economic background around the Janakapura 

megalithic burial site”, The Journal of Archeology and Heritage Management,  Rajarata University 

of Sri Lanka, ISBN 978-624-5884-03-2 

Gunawardane, D. S. W., (2022), “Socio, cultural and religious background relating to the 

jayasirimaha Bodiya”, Jayasirimaha Bodiwansaya, Published by Udamaluwa Temple, 

Anuradhapura. ISBN - 978-624-6197-00-1 

Gunawardane, D. S. W., (2022), “New Dimensions of Gender and Poverty in Global and Sri Lankan 

Context”, Shakyasingha Putrabhinandana Felicitation Volume for ven. Wthurukumbure 

Dhammarathana Nayaka thero, Published by Nelligala International Buddhist Center, Kandy, ISBN - 

978-624-6282-00-4 

Gunawardane, D. S. W., (2022), “the socio-economic background around the Janakapura 

megalithic burial site”, The First National Research Symposium on Social Sciences and Humanities 

(NRSSSH-2022), faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka.  

Upulwehera J M H M,. Senadheera P.S.R, Gamage S K N, Rajapakshe P S K, Ekanayake E.M.S, 

Jayasundara J M S B and Prasanna R P I R, (2022), Sustainability Of The Women-Led SMES In The 

Economic Competition In Sri Lanka: Does Financial Literacy Matter?, Sri Lanka Journal of Economic 

Research Volume 9(2) 

Siriwardhane P, Ekanayake E.M.S,, and Prasanna R.P.I.R, (2022), Personal Motivations Of Residents 

Who Use Moonshine In Agriculture Settlement Schemes: A Qualitative Study, Department of 

Economics, Faculty of Social Sciences, Rajarata University Sri Lanka. 

Siriwardhana, P., Wijewardena, K., Knipe, D., Herath, D., & Rajapakse, T. (2022). Education in 

healthcare settings on interventions in domestic violence cases: Healthcare professionals' views . 

In JOURNAL OF ADVANCED NURSING (Vol. 78, pp. 66-67). 111 RIVER ST, HOBOKEN 07030-5774, NJ 

USA: WILEY 

Ekanayake E.M.S, Senadheera P.S.R,  .Gunarathne S.P,.Udayakanthi T.D.G, and  Prasanna 

R.P.I.R.,(2022), Why Is The Youngest Generation In Agriculture Colonization Schemes Less Interested 

In Continuing With Farming? Empirical Evidence From The Huruluwewa Agriculture Colonization 

Schemes In Sri Lanka, Department of Economics, Faculty of Social Sciences, Rajarata University Sri 

Lanka. 

උද්‍යකාන්ත්‍ති ටීජීඩී, )2022(, සිංහල ආහාර සංසරකෘතිවේ සුවිවශරෂී ලක්ෂණ සහ සමාජ්‍ මානව විද්‍යාත්මක 

පසුබිම, ශාකයසිංහ ප්‍රරාභිනන්ත්‍ද්‍න - ද්‍ම්රුවන්ත්‍ සාර සංග්‍රහය. 

Senarathna T.M.C.D, (2022), An Analysis Of The Relationship Between The 5As And Domestic 

Tourists’ Satisfaction At The Anuradhapura Cultural Site, International Tourism Research Conference, 

University of Colombo 
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Senarathna T.M.C.D, (2022), An Analysis Of The Issues In Promoting Nature Tourism In The 

Destination Of Ritigala, Sri Lanka, International Tourism Research Conference, University of 

Colombo 

Niwantha H.P., Siriwardhana W.S.N and Ekanayake E.M.S (2022), Preventing The Menace Of 

Substance Abuse:Suggestions By The Youth Of Sri Lanka,  International Symposium on Drug-Related 

Studies, National Dangerous Drugs Control Board 

සිරිවර්ථධන, ඩබ්ලලිේ. එසර. එන්ත්‍. )2022). පරිගණක ආශ්‍රිත ගුණාත්මක ද්‍ත්ත විශරවල්ෂණ මෘදුකාංග. උද්‍යංග, එසර. 

සහ රුවන්ත්‍පතිරණ, එන්ත්‍. )සංසර(. සමාජීය විද්‍යා පර්ථවේෂණ: ගුණාත්මක පර්ථවේෂණ ප්‍රවේශය. 396 - 426. 

මහාචාර්ථය රණවීර  ණ්ඩා සමාජ්‍ විද්‍යාත්මක පර්ථවේෂණ, නවවෝත්පාද්‍න සමාජ්‍  සමාජ්‍ සංවර්ථධන  

මධයසරථානය, රුහුණ විශරවවිද්‍යාලය.  

 

දිසානායක, අයි. එම්., සිරිවර්ථධන, ඩබ්ලලිේ. එසර. එන්ත්‍. )2022). ආනුභවික නිරීක්ෂණය. උද්‍යංග, එසර. සහ 

රුවන්ත්‍පතිරණ, එන්ත්‍. )සංසර(. සමාජීය විද්‍යා පර්ථවේෂණ: ගුණාත්මක පර්ථවේෂණ ප්‍රවේශය. 73 - 106. මහාචාර්ථය 

රණවීර  ණ්ඩා සමාජ්‍ විද්‍යාත්මක පර්ථවේෂණ, නවවෝත්පාද්‍න සමාජ්‍  සමාජ්‍ සංවර්ථධන මධයසරථානය, රුහුණ 

විශරවවිද්‍යාලය. 

නිවන්ත්‍ත.එච්.පී. )2022(, ශ්‍රී ලංකාවේ ඓතිහාසික සංසරකෘතිය හා  ැදුණු අපරාධ හා අපරාධ නිවාරණය, 

සංසරකෘතික අපරාධ විද්‍යාව E-Journal, අපරාධවිද්‍යා හා අපරාධ යුක්ති අධයයානාංශය, මානව ශාසරර හා 
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