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From нлнл, the Department of Archeology and Heritage Management has been launching a research 

project related to Ma Oya Lower Valley in Mullaitivu District. In association with the mentioned 

project, the excavation based on megalithic burial site in Janakapura was conducted in January нлннΦ 

The excavation report was compiled as a book which includes the information discovered from the 

excavation, exploration conducted in the peripheral area as well as a series of researches based on 

ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƴŀƳŜŘ ΨWŀƴŀƪŀǇǳǊŀ aŜƎŀƭƛǘƘƛŎ aƻǊǘǳŀǊȅ 

/ƻƳǇƭŜȄΤ 9ȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǇƻǊǘ нлннΩ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ лпth April 2023 in the premises of the Faculty of 

Social Sciences and Humanities. Furthermore, an academic discussion about various research topics 
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which have been included in the book was held together with the launching and certificates were of 

awarded to the excavation team as an acknowledgment. Academic, non-academic staff members 

and students representing various departments and faculties participated in this program.  

 

 



FSSH Newsletter 2023 Volume 01 Issue 02   P a g e | 3 

Artifact Exhibition 

In association with the book launching of Janakapura Megalithic Mortuary Complex; Excavation 

wŜǇƻǊǘ нлннΩΣ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ǊΦ {ƛǊŀƴ ¦Φ 5ŜǊŀƴƛȅŀƎŀƭŀ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ aǳǎŜǳƳ 

of the Department of Archaeology and Heritage Management on 04th April 2023 and it contained 

the artifacts retrieved from different archaeological researches conducted by the department since 

2013. Significantly, the exhibition was filled with rare material facts which  belong to the time period 

between Pre-historic and Early-historic era. This is the first exhibition that revealed the 

archaeological finds reported from Janakapura megalithic burial site to the public. 

 

 

 

 



FSSH Newsletter 2023 Volume 01 Issue 02   P a g e | 4 

Artifact Conservation Program 

A number of different artifacts retrieved from Janakapura megalithic burial site were taken to the 

department laboratory for post excavation work. As the first stage of conservation process, a 

Program organized by the department and Mrs. Menaka Rodrigo, the main artifact conservator of 

Sigiriya and Polonnaruwa projects ς Central Cultural Fund joined as a resource person. It was held 

in March 2023 and students of 3rd and 4th year batches were engaged in activities to fulfill the 

practical requirement of honors degree program in Archaeology and Heritage management. This 

Program was assisted by the temporary staff members of the department and students were trained 

in post excavation work done in laboratories, sampling, indoor recording, laboratory analyzing, 

consolidating pottery and metal artifacts, organizing artifact exhibitions respectively. 
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Ψ!ǊŎƘŀŜƻ-¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΩ Movie and Documentary Exhibition 

 

 

The Society of Archeology and Heritage 

Management of the Department of Archeology 

and Heritage Management, Rajarata University 

of Sri Lanka has started a weekly movie and 

documentary exhibition named 'Archaeo-

Theatre' on 22nd of February 2023. This can be 

identified as a small effort which helps to create 

an outstanding graduate; full of wisdom and 

humanity. The aim of the association is to 

screen a number of subject related and various 

themed movies and documentaries based on 

national and international contexts.  

 

 

 

Field Visit based on Proto-historic Sites in Yan Oya Middle Basin 

According to archaeological studies, it can be identified that most of proto-historic sites in Sri Lanka 

are located in Yan Oya basin. In order to fulfill the field requirement of courses based on Pre-history 

and Proto-history of Sri Lanka, a field visit was organized by the department and students enrolled 

for BA and BA (Honors) in Archaeology and Heritage Management degree program were taken to 

the archaeological sites in Diwulwewa, Kok-ebe, Gurugalhinna, Thammannagodella, Kiralagala, 

Palippothana and Wewalketiya. It was conducted on 02nd of May 2023. 
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Workshops on Enhancing the Academic Career 

The Society of Archeology and Heritage 

Management of the Department of 

Archaeology and Heritage Management, 

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka has 

organized a series of workshops related 

to academic context in the year 2023 with 

the aim of developing students' academic 

knowledge and skills. The first workshop 

was held on 24th February 2023 in Hall 

No. 20 of the Faculty of Social Sciences 

and Humanities, with the contribution of 

Vipula Thero, Assistant Lecturer of the 

Department of Languages. The workshop was based on the "Use of Sources and Language Usage for 

Research Papers" and it was held successfully with the participation of students of the Society of 

Archeology and Heritage Management as well as many other academics. 
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Rajarata Kavaya - Discussion Session  

'Rajarata Kavaya' is an open discussion session 

organized as a weekly activity by Society of 

Archeology and Heritage Management with the 

aim of developing knowledge, attitude and skills 

of the students. Through this discussion session, 

students can share their knowledge and 

experience from the field work and research they 

are involved in, share the challenges faced by the 

students in their individual research with other 

people, and exchange knowledge about political, 

economic and social contexts through a 

conversational manner. The first session was held on 08th of May 2023 at 5.30pm by the final year 

students and they shared their experience gained through the excavation of Janakapura megalithic 

burial site with other junior batches. 

Reminiscence of Heritage (2nd Stage) - Webinar Series  

The 2nd stage of the 'Reminiscence of 

Heritage' Webinar Series, organized by 

the Department of Archaeology and 

Heritage Management, Rajarata 

University of Sri Lanka was started 

from January, 2023 under the theme of 

'New perspective for the Proto-history 

of Sri Lanka'. 04 webinars have been  

presented so far connecting with 

public audience and it is hoped that the 

students will be  enlightened about the proto-history in our country. 
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Museum Session for Schools in Anuradhapura  

Dr. Siran U. Deraniyagala Research Museum is meant not only for internal research purposes but 

also to accelerate the programs based on public awareness. As one of these programs, a museum 

session was held on 28th of April 2023 for students of schools in Anuradhapura area. The session 

was based on pre-history, proto-history and early history of Sri Lanka and it was assisted by 

undergraduates enrolled to the honors degree program in Archaeology and Heritage Management   
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Workshop on Mural Conservation  

3rd year and 4th year students of the Department of 

Archeology and Heritage Management, Rajarata University of 

Sri Lanka participated in the mural conservation workshop 

organized by the Central Cultural Fund - Dambulla project in 

association with mural conservation course. It was held at Dr. 

Roland Silva Mural Conservation and Research Centre, 

Dambulla on 09th and 10th of March 2023. Workshop was 

mainly focused on traditional mural design techniques and 

the use of traditional colors in mural conservation. The staff 

members of Central Cultural Fund - Dambulla project contributed as resource persons and the 

students were also given permission to visit the special store of paintings. As well, they were taught 

about the artifact management system use for the museum of paintings. 
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Department of Environmental Management 

 

The Department of Environmental Management has been awarded VC Award for the Department 

with the highest number of indexed journals  

The Department of Environmental Management 

has been awarded VC Award for the Department 

with the highest number of indexed journal articles 

published in the Year 2022, Research Excellence 

Awards Ceremony 2022, Rajarata University of Sri 

Lanka, on 20th January 2023. 

 

 

Prof. Manjula Ranagalage has been awarded seven awards in the Research Excellence Awards 

Ceremony 2022, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, on 20th January 2023. 

Å RUSL Research Excellence Gold Award 

Å RUSL Excellence Award for Researcher with the highest number of indexed journal articles 

in RUSL (First Place)  

Å RUSL Excellence Award for Researcher with the highest h-index in RUSL (First Place)  

Å RUSL Excellence Award for Researcher with the highest number of citations in RUSL (First 

Place)  

Å VC Award for Researcher with the highest number of indexed journal articles in the FSSH 

(First Place)  

Å VC Awards for Researcher with the highest h-index in the FSSH (First Place)  

Å VC Awards for Researcher with the highest number of citations in the FSSH (First Place)  
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Dr. DMSLB Dissanayake has been awarded Five awards in the Research Excellence Awards 

Ceremony 2022, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, on 20th January 2023. 

Å Most Outstanding Senior Researcher of RUSL 

Å RUSL Excellence Award for Researcher with the highest h-index in RUSL (Second Place)  

Å RUSL Excellence Award for Researcher with the highest number of citations in RUSL (Second 

Place)  

Å VC Award for Researcher with the highest h-index in the FSSH (Second Place)  

Å VC Awards for Researcher with the highest number of citations in the FSSH (Second Place)  
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Prof. Manjula Ranagalage was selected for the Best 20 Researcher of the RUSL 

Prof. Manjula Ranagalage was selected for the Best 20 Researcher of the RUSL, The recognition 

ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ нл wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƧŀǊŀǘŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀ ŦƻǊ нлннέ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ 

21st April 2023 in the Auditorium, Administrative Building, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research Publication 

Å Zhang, X., Dong, X., Xu, C., Wang, R., Lv, T., & Ranagalage, M. (2023). Landscape ecological 

risk assessment in the Dongjiangyuan region, China, from 1985 to 2020 using geospatial 

techniques. Geomatics, Natural Hazards and Risk, 14(1), 2173662. 
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Å Zhang, X., Fan, H., Zhou, C., Sun, L., Xu, C., Lv, T., & Ranagalage, M. (2023). Spatiotemporal 

change in ecological quality and its influencing factors in the Dongjiangyuan region, 

China. Environmental Science and Pollution Research, 1-17. 

Å Kalapuge, V., Maduranga, D., Alahacoon, N., Edirisinghe, M., Abeygunawardana, R., & 

Ranagalage, M. (2023). Overview of Lightning Trend and Recent Lightning Variability over Sri 

Lanka. ISPRS International Journal of Geo-Information, 12(2), 67. 

Å Adikari, A. P., Liu, H., Dissanayake, D. M. S. L. B., & Ranagalage, M. (2023). Human Capital and 

Carbon Emissions: The Way forward Reducing Environmental 

Degradation. Sustainability, 15(4), 2926. 

Å Zhang, X., Dong, X., Liu, F., Lv, T., Wu, Z., & Ranagalage, M. (2023). Spatiotemporal dynamics 

of ecological security in a typical conservation region of southern China based on catastrophe 

theory and GIS. Environmental Monitoring and Assessment, 195(1), 90. 

Å Rajapakshe, S., Termansen, M., & Paavola, J. (2023). Public Preferences for the Improvements 

of Existing Piped Water Provision: Application of Choice Experiment in Sri Lanka. Frontiers in 

Water, 5. 

Academic matters 

Inauguration of the Diploma in Environmental Management Intake III, 2023, was held on 18th March 

2023 
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Department of Economics 

Rajarata University Honors Top 20 Researchers for 2022 

The Rajarata University of Sri Lanka held its award ceremony to recognize the outstanding 

achievements of its top 20 researchers for the academic year 2022. The event took place on April 

21, 2023, in the main administrative building's auditorium. Among the distinguished researchers 

were two senior academics from the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities. Prof. SK Naradda 

Gamage, from the Department of Economics, secured the 9th position in the esteemed Top 20 list. 

Additionally, Prof. Manjula Ranagalage was also recognized for his exceptional research 

contributions. 

The ceremony was graced by the presence of Prof. (Mrs.) G.A.S. Ginigaddara, the university's Vice 

Chancellor, served as the chief guest. Accompanying her were the Deans of the faculties of 

Agriculture, Applied Sciences, Management Studies, and Technology and other esteemed university 

officials. The event celebrated the dedication and achievements of these researchers and 

highlighted the university's commitment to research excellence. 

Department of Economics Launches "Research Readiness" Online Webinar Series 

The Department of Economics is excited to announce the launch of its new webinar series, "Research 

Readiness," aimed at equipping researchers with essential skills and knowledge. The series 

commenced on March 31, 2023, with the first webinar titled "Utilizing Google Forms for Preparing 

Questionnaires" conducted by Dr. SK Illangarathne, Senior Assistant Librarian at Rajarata University 

of Sri Lanka. 

Following the successful inaugural webinar, the second session, held on April 7, 2023, explored the 

topics of "Qualitative and Quantitative Research." conducted by Professor RPIR Prasanna shared 

insights and methodologies during this engaging session. 

Continuing the momentum, the department hosted the third webinar on April 28, 2023, with 

Professor RH Kuruppuge from the University of Peradeniya. The session delved into "Hypotheses 

Development and Conceptual Model Development," providing attendees with valuable guidance on 

constructing robust research frameworks. 

The webinars have been instrumental in fostering a research-driven mindset among participants, 

encouraging innovative exploration within the field of economics. These insightful sessions have 

been organized under the guidance of the Head of the Department, Professor SK Naradda Gamage. 

The "Research Readiness" webinar series reflects the department's commitment to promoting a 

culture of research excellence and equipping scholars with the necessary tools to undertake 

impactful studies. Stay tuned for future sessions as the department continues to empower 

researchers and advance knowledge in the field of economics. 
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Department of Economics Launches "Guruda Arthika Sakachcha" for In-Depth Economic Discourse 

 

The Department of Economics is proud to introduce its latest initiative, "Guruda Arthika Sakachcha," 

a platform for meaningful discussions on current economic issues. The series commenced on March 

28, 2023, with an enlightening lecture on the new tax policy and IMF, conducted by esteemed 

resource persons Professor SK Naradda Gamage and Professor RPIR Prasanna from the Department 

of Economics at Rajarata University of Sri Lanka. 

 

Continuing the momentum, the second lecture, focusing on IMF conditions for Sri Lankan economic 

recovery, was held on April 4, 2023, featuring Professor SWGK Bulankulama and Mr. Kolitha 

Nissanka Bandara, who provided valuable insights into pressing economic matters. 

 

The third lecture on April 27, 2023 explored different options for Sri Lankan economic recovery from 

the current crisis. Dr. Prageeth Weerasingha from the Faculty of Management Studies at Rajarata 

University of Sri Lanka shared his expertise on important economic topics. 

 

Under the visionary guidance of the Head of the Department, Professor SK Naradda Gamage, 

"Guruda Arthika Sakachcha" aims to foster an environment of intellectual discourse and critical 

thinking among students and faculty. 

 

These engaging lectures have sparked vibrant discussions, encouraging participants to delve deeper 

into current economic challenges and explore potential solutions. The Department of Economics 

remains committed to facilitating platforms that promote knowledge-sharing and understanding of 

contemporary economic issues. Stay tuned for upcoming lectures as we continue our journey 

towards economic enlightenment. 

 

Prof. Sedat from Cankiri Karatekin University Delivers a Successful Guest Lecture on Development 

Economics 

 

The Department of Economics at Rajarata University of Sri Lanka welcomed Prof. Sedat from Cankiri 

Karatekin University, Turkey, for an insightful guest lecture on development economics. The event, 

held on April 19, 2023, at the Soft Skills Laboratory, drew the participation of BA Hons in Economics 

students. Prof. Sedat's expertise and engaging teaching style left a lasting impact on the attendees, 

providing them with valuable insights into the dynamics of economic development. The lecture 

fostered an environment of knowledge exchange and inspired the students to delve deeper into the 

field. The success of the event highlighted the university's commitment to providing holistic 

education to its students. 
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Department of English Language Teaching 

Research Stay at DELT-RUSL on Epicentres in World Englishes 

Ms. Nina Funke from Justus Liebig University (JLU) of Giessen, 

DŜǊƳŀƴȅΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻƴ ά9ǇƛŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ƛƴ 

²ƻǊƭŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘŜǎέ ƭŜŘ ōȅ tǊƻŦΦ {ǘŜŦŀƴ ¢ƘΦ DǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ǊΦ ¢ƻōƛŀǎ 

Bernaisch, stayed at the Department of English Language 

Teaching-Rajarata University of Sri Lanka from 2nd may 2023 

to 12th May 2023 for research into Sri Lankan English and for 

a sociolinguistic survey. During her stay she conducted a 

ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ Ψ/ƻǊǇǳǎ [ƛƴƎǳƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘŜǎέ ƻƴ ммth 

May 2022, which was delivered both on site and online. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B.A (Hons.) TESL Degree Programme 

The Department of English Language Teaching embarked 

on introducing B.A (Hons.) TESL Degree Programme. The 

members are currently working on the curriculum. 
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Department of Humanities 

Outreach activities (Knowledge dissemination, social responsibilities) 

1. Donation to the Cancer Ward of Anuradhapura Teaching Hospital 

Department of Humanities in collaboration with the 

Department of Languages donated the necessities for 

the patients in the Anuradhapura Cancer ward. The 

donation was held in the Anuradhapura Hospital, on 

05th of January, 2023.  The Head of the Department of 

Humanities participated in the event and Academic 

staff members from the Department of Humanities and 

Department of Languages also participated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Served as Resource Persons 

¶ Prof.TGA.Thalwatte, Dr.Nandana Millagala and Mr.Prasad Kumara saved as resource persons 

for the School concert  for O/L Students- Wiharamahadewi Girls Collage, Kandy , 25.01.2023 

¶ Prof.TGA.Thalwatte saved as a resource person for the School seminars for O/L Students- 

Pujapitiya M.V,Kandy, 17.03.2023 
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¶ Mr.MA.Prasad Kumara served as a resource person for the School seminars for O/L 

Students- Wiharamahadewi Girls School, Anuradhapura, 26.01.2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Mrs. W.A.L.P. Dilhara, Lecturer in the Department of Humanities, delivered the first lecture 

of the monthly lecture series 2023, which was organized by the Research and Publication 

Committee of the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, on 4th of January, 2023.  

 

¶ Mrs. W.A.L.P. Dilhara, Lecturer in the Department of Humanities saved as a resource person 

for the Jathika Pasala Educational Programs broadcasted in Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation. 

 

 

 

 

 


