SAMODHANA Volume 13, Issue II, December 2024

SAMODHANA JOURNAL
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities,

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka,
Mihintale

2024 Volume 13 Issue I

OHHOS ©BYCIs Bosens OB g Deed Hdmned 89O®
200D g10®®nwe 8¢ SOrmIOD #BBBIES

od. & od .00 D@0, abe cbram Pedend!

Received Date: 10" October 2024
Accepted Date: 02" January 2025
Published Date: 02" February 2026

Abstract

Painting is a universal language that expresses people's thoughts and desires.
Sri Lanka has a history of thousands of years in this art. The research article
titled The Origin of Painting in the Lower Walawe Valley and the
Investigation of Temple Paintings of the Kandy Period has been prepared with
the aim of revealing the origin of the art of painting in the Lower Walawe
Valley, which belonged to the Rohana Kingdom, a unique administrative
center in the history of Sri Lanka, and how the art of painting has evolved
through various eras to the present day. There was a special relationship
between the coastal region of Sri Lanka and the Kandy Kingdom. There have
been political and cultural relations between the coastal region of Sri Lanka
and the country's interior since ancient times. There is evidence that in the
prehistoric period, the people living in the interior of the country used
seashells and salt from the coast. There was also a close relationship between
the Ratnapura district and the Southern Province. We know that the region
including Ratnapura was under the control of the Kandy Kingdom. As a result,
the Kandy regional influence may have reached the southern coast via the
Ratnapura region. The research problem is why many researchers who
researched the origins of ancient painting in Sri Lanka and the paintings of the
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Kandyan period did not direct their previous research toward the paintings of
the Lower Wala Valley. The remaining problem is why attention was not paid
to painting as a source for identifying the regional historiography of the Lower
Wala Valley. This research was conducted to resolve these problems. This
research was conducted through source and field studies, focusing on the
special artistic features found in those paintings in the history of ancient
painting. In it, attention was paid to ancient temples such as the Hatagala
Purana Rajamaha Viharaya, Welipatanwila Pulinathalaramaya, and
Welipatanwila Gangaramaya in the Lower Wala Valley. Here, it was found
that the beginning of painting in the Lower Walawe Valley, the development
of painting during the Kannadigas period, the lack of researchers' interest in
conducting research in this regard, and the lack of attention paid to the
conservation of paintings are at risk of destroying these paintings. Paintings
from the Anuradhapura period were found at sites such as Sithulpawwa and
Karambagala, but this research found that paintings belonging to the Kandy
tradition are mostly found in Ruhuna.

Keywords: Paintings of the Kannadigas period, Lower Walawe Valley,
Painters, Beginning of painting, Characteristics of paintings
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