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1. Scope of the Journal
The Journal of Archaeology & Heritage Studies (JAHS) is an open-access, peer-reviewed academic journal publishing original scholarly research in archaeology, history, heritage management, and related fields. The journal welcomes articles on archaeology; history; heritage management and conservation; monuments, artefacts, and material culture; ancient technology and architecture; irrigation archaeology; geoarchaeology; epigraphy; ethnoarchaeology; underwater archaeology; museology; cultural tourism; and related interdisciplinary themes.
2. General Manuscript Requirements
Language: English or Sinhala.
Length: Maximum 12,000 words, including references.
File format: Prepare the manuscript using Microsoft Word or OpenOffice-compatible software.
English font: Times New Roman; Sinhala font: Iskoola Pota.
Font sizes: 16 pt for the main title/topic, 14 pt for headings, and 12 pt for the main text.
Manuscripts should be clearly written, logically organised, and supported by relevant scholarly literature. Authors should check spelling, grammar, citations, references, and figure numbering before submission.
3. Manuscript Preparation
3.1 Title
Provide a clear, relevant, and original title that accurately reflects the focus of the article.
3.2 Author Details
Include each author's full name, educational qualifications, institutional affiliation, professional position, email address, and contact telephone number. Mark the corresponding author with an asterisk (*). Complete Form No. 01 (attached below) and submit it separately.
3.3 Abstract
Provide a single-paragraph abstract of 250–300 words. It should briefly state the research context and problem, aim and objectives, methodology, principal findings, interpretation, and overall conclusion.
3.4 Keywords
Provide four to eight keywords that reflect the main themes, concepts, methods, or geographical focus of the article.
For manuscripts written in Sinhala, the title, author details, abstract, and keywords must also be provided in English.
3.5 Introduction
Establish the scholarly context and significance of the research. Review relevant literature, identify the research problem or knowledge gap, and state the research aim, objectives, and research questions or hypotheses, where applicable. For articles based mainly on field data, provide the relevant geographical and contextual information.
3.6 Methodology
Explain the research design, data sources, fieldwork or data-collection procedures, sampling, classification, and analytical methods, as appropriate. Provide sufficient detail for readers to understand how the study was conducted and how the findings were derived.
3.7 Results
Present findings accurately, clearly, and in a logical sequence. Use tables, figures, maps, photographs, or other supporting materials where appropriate. Keep the presentation of findings distinct from their interpretation where possible.
3.8 Discussion
Interpret the findings in relation to the research aims and objectives and relevant scholarship. Explain how the findings address the research problem and contribute to existing knowledge. Refer to recent and relevant publications, and discuss limitations and future research directions where appropriate.
3.9 Conclusions
Summarise the main findings and interpretations, indicate whether the research aims and objectives have been achieved, and state the principal contribution of the study. Do not introduce findings or arguments that have not been addressed in the main text.
3.10 Acknowledgements
Acknowledge individuals, institutions, funding bodies, and others who provided significant financial, academic, technical, or other support for the research.
3.11 References
Use the latest Harvard referencing style consistently. Ensure that every in-text citation appears in the reference list and every reference-list entry is cited in the text. When reproducing previously published figures, tables, drawings, or other materials, cite the original publication and obtain any necessary permissions.

4. Figures, Tables, Photographs, and Other Artwork
Photographs: JPEG format is suitable for photographs that do not contain text or graphs.
Graphs and line art: Supply in a format that preserves quality when enlarged.
Resolution: Raster images (e.g., JPEG or TIFF) must be at least 300 dpi; line art must be at least 800 dpi.
Placement: Tables and figures created in Word should be placed within the main text.
Separate files: Figures and other materials created outside Word (e.g., Excel, PowerPoint, JPG, TIFF, EPS, or PDF) should be submitted separately.
Insertion markers: Indicate the intended position of each separately submitted figure in the manuscript, e.g., [Insert Figure 1 here].
Number and caption all tables and figures consistently, refer to them in the text, and acknowledge sources where previously published material is used.
5. Submission Procedure
Submit all manuscripts electronically to the journal editorial office:
jahs@ssh.rjt.ac.lk
Please include the following:
The complete manuscript in an editable Word-compatible format.
Complete author details, identifying the corresponding author.
Form No. 01, submitted separately.
Separate high-resolution figures or supporting files, where applicable.
Suggested email subject line: “JAHS Submission – [Manuscript Title]”.

6. Referencing Style
JAHS follows the Harvard referencing style. Authors should use the author–date system consistently for in-text citations and arrange the reference list alphabetically by the surname of the first author. The following examples illustrate the basic formatting requirements for commonly used source types.
Books
Surname, Initial(s)., Year. Title of the book. Place of publication: Publisher.
Example: Deraniyagala, S.U., 1992. The Prehistory of Sri Lanka: An Ecological Perspective. Colombo: Archaeological Survey Department.
Book chapters
Surname, Initial(s)., Year. ‘Title of chapter’. In: Initial(s). Surname (ed.), Title of book. Place of publication: Publisher, pp. xx–xx.
Journal articles
Surname, Initial(s)., Year. ‘Title of article’. Journal Title, volume(issue), pp. xx–xx.
Example: Rathnayake, R.D.D.P. & Jayasena, H.A.H., 2020. ‘Technical Innovation of Hydraulic Engineers: A Geoenvironmental Appraisal’. [Journal title and publication details to be completed].
Reports, conference papers and other publications
Surname, Initial(s)., Year. Title of report or paper. Institution or conference details, place of publication where applicable.
Online sources
Surname, Initial(s)., Year. Title of document or webpage. Available at: URL [Accessed day month year].
Example: Siriweera, W.I., n.d. Floods, Droughts and Famines in Pre-Colonial Sri Lanka. Available at: http://dlib.pdn.ac.lk/ [Accessed 10 January 2022].
Epigraphical sources and works in Sinhala
Provide the author or editor, year of publication, title in the original language or an accepted transliteration, and the available publication details, such as the publisher, institution, journal, or volume. Maintain a consistent format throughout the reference list.

Digital Object Identifier (DOI): Where available, include the DOI of the cited publication at the end of the reference, presented as a URL (e.g., https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxxx). Authors should verify that the DOI corresponds to the cited publication. 
General requirements
· Cite all sources used in the manuscript in the text and include their full details in the reference list.
· Arrange references alphabetically by the first author's surname. List multiple works by the same author chronologically.
· Use a consistent format for author names, publication years, titles, volume and issue numbers, page ranges, publishers, and URLs.
· Include access dates for online sources where applicable.
· Cite the original source of reproduced figures, tables, maps, photographs, and drawings, and obtain permission where required.
· Verify the accuracy and completeness of all bibliographic information before submission.

7. Editorial Assessment, Peer Review, and Publication
Submissions are subject to editorial assessment and the journal's peer-review process. Publication decisions are based on scholarly quality, originality, relevance, suitability for the journal, and the outcome of peer review. Submission does not guarantee acceptance or publication.
The Editor-in-Chief will communicate with the corresponding author about the progress of the manuscript. Where revisions are requested, authors should address the editor's and reviewers' comments and resubmit within the timeframe provided. Following acceptance and completion of the double-blind review process, proofs will be sent to the corresponding author for checking and should be returned promptly.
8. Submission Checklist
The manuscript falls within the scope of JAHS.
The manuscript does not exceed 12,000 words, including references.
The abstract contains 250–300 words and is presented in one paragraph.
Four keywords are included.
Author details and the corresponding author are clearly identified.
Form No. 01 is attached separately.
References follow Harvard style and citations match the reference list.
Figures and tables are numbered, captioned, cited in the text, and supplied at the required quality.
English-language title, author details, abstract, and keywords are included for Sinhala manuscripts.
9. Contact and Journal Website
Editor-in-Chief
The Journal of Archaeology & Heritage Studies (JAHS)
Department of Archaeology and Heritage Management
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities
Rajarata University of Sri Lanka, Mihintale, Sri Lanka
Email: jahs@ssh.rjt.ac.lk | Telephone: +94 25 226 6618
Journal website: https://fssh.rjt.ac.lk/index.php/jahs-about/






Form No. 01

Article No…………………………… (Only for official use) The journal forwards this number to the author(s), and it is essential to mention it in all correspondence with the journal.

Title of the Article ……………………………………………………………………………………….. …………………………………………………………………………………………………….….…… ………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……

Author Name, Affiliation, e-mail, and Contact details (Submit this information for all authors). 

1. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
2. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
3. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….


I certify that this article, in whole or in part, has not been published before, has not been forwarded to any other institution for publication, and that all authors have agreed to publish this article in the JAHS. Furthermore, the written permission for the data use of the relevant entities has been obtained in the preparation of this article and they may be presented at any time. 
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